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Photo By T. Thiel
From the President

     We, the Department Officers express our 
sincere thanks to all who attended the September 
Council meeting.  Your attendance tells us that 
you have a very concerned interest in what is 
going on around the state and with other 
Chapters.

Remember, our next Council meeting will be on 
January 15, 2012 in the same location in Ocala as 
will our Convention 2012.  The January meeting 
will have a workshop for newly elected Chapter 
officers.  Anyone may attend who is interested.

The call for the election of Department officers 
has been sent out.  I encourage anyone who has 
an interest to contact Nomination Chairman, Bill 
McCraney.

Congratulations to Chapter 175, Murdoch 
Ford and Eddie Ko who presented a very 
excellent 60th Anniversary dinner and program 
.  OUTSTANDING WORK – 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Ever since I joined the KWVA, I have had one 
single item bothering me as a member of the 
“Association” (i.e. NATIONAL).

Question: Why do we need a Charter from the 
Federal Government?  

I personally feel that the Charter is a nice but 
irrelevant piece of paper that does little or nothing 
for the membership.  Specifically, we , in our 
Chapter have never been turned away from 
volunteering at the Veterans' Administration 
Hospital.  Our Department is chartered by the State 
and any Chapter that wants to can be incorporated 
as a non-profit.  The IRS has always granted us 
501(c) 19 status as a veterans organization-long 
before we were granted a charter.

When I first joined the KWVA, I was informed that 
the organization was a 'bottoms-up' group.  That is, 
the Chapters formed the basis and granted rights to 
'state' and 'national' organization.  I have, in the 
last few years had the feeling that the KWVA is 
being run by a few at the “Association” for their 
benefit.  None of the benefits we had before the 
charter have disappeared and no new ones have 
appeared, except for bylaws changes to suit 
someone's interpretation of what the government 
wants.  There is certainly nothing in the federal 
charter to change anything.  I vote, personally, to 
return the charter to the federal government with a 
polite statement of 'no thank you'.

 N.B.  The views expressed in the views of the 
member do not reflect the official view of the 
Department of Florida.  Ed.
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One of the many presentations made by the 
Defence Minister for South Korea, Mr. Kim was to 
Don Denny, a POW during the war.  Several of 
the guests were singled out in this manner, 
although medallions and plaques were provided 
for all the veterans at the end of the proceedings. 

   
CHAPTER REPORTS

[The Chapter Reports submitted at the  
Council meeting during  September 2010 
 are shown and edited below.-Editor]

Pictured above  is the ballroom for the 60th Anniversary celebration.  The attendance was checked 
out  at 497.  Each table had a couple from the International group stationed at Mac Dill AFB.  They 
provided an interesting change and acted as real hosts for the groups.
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Chapter 14   E. DeWitt, President
     Our Chapter is involved with flag-folding 
sessions with girl scout troops and have 
folded 60 US Flags for the Hospice unit at 
Bay Pines Medical Center.  We are active 
each spring with Boy Scout Eagle Awards and 
high school ROTC cadet awards. Our Honor 
Guard has participated at 18 funerals and 
some civic programs in the past period.

Chapter 16, Dick Merrill, Representative
     At this point there was a tape 
malfunction and and we lost several 
Chapter reports.

Chapter 153 Charles Carafano President
     We had one fund raiser and attended 
several veterans events at the Deltona 
Veterans Park. (e.g. to celebrate service 
birthdays, flag retirement, and the 60th 

Anniversary of the Korean War)

Chapter 158 Charles Appenzeller President
     All members reported in compliance with 
Chapter and Association dues.  Attended a 
luncheon to commemorate the 60th 

Anniversary -attended the Purple Heart 
reception at the Gaylord Palms Hotel in 
Kissimmee, Florida.  We will also attend the 
60th Anniversary reception in Tampa on 
October 8, 2010 .  We will coordinate with the 
Winter Haven Library for a month-long display 
of war memorabilia belonging to Chapter 
members.  Each year we participate in the 
Veterans Day parade in Lakeland.

Chapter 169 Thomas Thiel,, President
     Eleven new members were reported and 
listed on our database-and all members are 
paid up Association members.
     Fund raising continues and we gave a 
$500 donation to Leesburg High School A.F. 
ROTC.
    We have revised our bylaws and 
procedures manual.  We will be attending the 
Equine Heritage Museum with information 
and displays of the Korean War.

Chapter 175 Eddie Ko, Representative
     The Chapter donated over $2000 to 
Liberty Manor, a homeless veteran's facility 
and our resident carpenter donated several 
thousand dollars in equipment and teaching.
We will act as the Host Chapter for the 60th 

Anniversary dinner and medallion ceremony 
at the Doubletree hotel, October 9, 2010. 
This event is hosted by the Kim Foundation 
and will welcome all Korean War veterans. 
Call Murdoch Ford for details.

Chapter 188 Maxine Parker, President
     We awarded $16,000 in scholarships as 
well as medals to the Navy ROTC students. 
We also awarded a flag and $500 to Gray 
Middle School. 
      President Parker expressed high praise 
for the revisit program to Korea.
     
Chapter 189 – Not Present

Chapter 192, President 'Hank' Butler
     The Chapter participated in Flag Day 
ceremonies at Ft. Cooper and Inverness City 
as well as presenting the colors on Memorial 
Day at Crystal River.
     We will have a Chapter picnic in October 
and we have started a Flag sales program.

Chapter 199, 'Skip' Hannon, President
     Chapter members were interviewed by the 
Bradenton Herald as we commemorated the 
60th Anniversary of the Korean War.  Three 
members were featured in a front page photo 
story on the June 25th edition.  We also 
attended a regional dinner at the Rusty 
Pelican in Tampa sponsored by West Central 
Florida Korean Community.
    After a quiet summer our September 
meeting featured nominations-planning the 
annual picnic-advising members to attend the 
celebration at the Doubletree Hotel hosted by 
Chapter 175. 
     Annual charitable contributions were made 
to various local schools and charitable 
agencies totaling $1400.
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Chapter 200, Henry Moreland, President
     Henry started to report continued support 
of local programs when the tape was 
interrupted and changed.

Chapter 210, Mickey Tutolo, President
     Mickey reported the continued support of 
the Brevard County Memorial Center and the 
“Tell America” program.at local schools.

Chapter 267 Dick Davis, President
     We provide Honor Guards for funeral 
ceremonies and Color Guards for various 
veteran's events.  We continue to visit local 
colleges and schools for the 'Tell America' 
Program.  Several members volunteer at 
Veteran's homes in the area and run fund 
raisers to help put “flags in every classroom'.
We also support our homeless veterans at 
local Centers.

Don Sherry (Chapter 267) also added a 
request for support for the new Fischer House 
to open at the VA Hospital.  The Chapter is 
requesting support (money) donations for this 
new 21 suite facility 

Chapter 318 Vincent Abbate, President
     Mr. Abbate offered  congratulations to all 
speakers.

As the newest Chapter, he reported that 
his Charter has been received dated June 10, 
2010.  Chapter 106 donated a plaque to the 
new chapter which was placed on Merritt 
Island and dedicated on June 25th – a former 
North Korean MIG pilot was the guest 
speaker.  Attendance was about 350 people.

COMMENTARY
  Due to the various sizes of Chapters, I 
cannot print in full every report.  I try to pick 
items of greatest interest such as a different 
program and incorporate it into the usual 
activities, call that President/Commander and 
I am sure he will be glad to talk to you.

  

  2011 CONVENTION AND COUNCIL 
MEETINGS

Starting with  the Fall  meeting this year 
(Fall  2010)  the  Council  Meetings  and  the 
2011 Convention will all be held at the Hilton 
Ocala,  located just off I-75 in Ocala. 
Council Meeting #1.  We had a good turnout 
and  over  crowded  our  meeting  room. 
Everyone appreciated the coffee and pastries 
and ate them all.   Lunch in the dining room 
was excellent – No complaints there!
Reports  continue  to  be  a  bit  too  long. 
Remember to report on three events 'special 
to your group.
Also,  all  preferred  being  introduced  by 
Chapter and Unit.  We'll do that again.
Council Meeting #2  Will be in the same place 
as  Meeting  #1.  on  January  15,  2011. 
Orientation  New  Officers:  10  A..M.-Regular 
Meeting 11 A.M.
Dates to remember!!!
December  24,  2010  -Last  day  to  receive 
special KWV rates for rooms  (which includes 
breakfast)
January 10, 2011 Last day to register for 
meeting and lunch.- no refunds after that date 
as meals will be ordered.
The Department of Florida is planning an 
Orientation for all new Chapter Boards.

Convention 2011  (May 6-7-8, 2011) Since 
the Department of Florida is hosting the 
Convention, we will not have the usual 
Convention book filled with ads from the local 
community.  We are asking Chapters and 
members to become sponsors and 
patrons/boosters.  Flyers covering this
effort have been sent to all Chapter 
Presidents.  

LATE FLASH- Laurie McCraney is looking for 
seven story tellers to amuse, entertain, etc. at 
the Friday night dinner at the Ocala Elks Hall.
First seven callers win!
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EXCERPTS From* Web Site Assessment 
and Recommendations 

   By the Department of Florida Web Site 
Committee 
   July 2010 

*(The Department of Florida has traditionally 
been known by the acronym DoF.  In this 
report DFL is used as this is used by the 

Association (National) Webmaster
CURRENT ASSESSMENT

In January 2010, Thiel was able to access the 
DFL’s Tripod web site, and to bring pages 
containing DFL officers, Chapter presidents, 
and the Bradenton Convention up to date. 
Thomas Thiel found that the Tripod site 
required knowledge of HTML coding 
language, and did not like that the site 
contains advertising not appropriate to the 
DFL. And since he is not a HTML computer 
programmer, he was/is unable to make any 
changes to it other than what he did then  And 
that was done with some difficulty. This 
means that no one on the committee can 
change the site’s appearance, only some of 
the stuff it is already programmed to display. 
Changes such  as Department officers and 
Chapter presidents should be made in tabular 
format rather than  imbedded in page after 
page of HTML code. 
Jim Doppelhammer duplicated DFL’s Tripod 
site in the Association environment. It is up 
and running at: 
http://dfl.kwvadepartments.org/  and looks 
exactly like the Tripod site minus of course 
the undesirable advertisements. But 
generally, all of the coding limitations of the 
original Tripod site still exist on the 
dfl.kwvadepartments web site. 
As of July 7, 2010, both sites are up and 
functioning. To reiterate, these sites are: 
http://dfl.kwvadepartments.org/home.htm 
 http://dofkwva.tripod.com/localkwv.htm 

Both sites reflect the status as of January 
2010; hence both need to be updated. 
An investigation of the various pages of the 
site (both are the same as of now) reveals 
that some of the items  previously thought 
lacking are already there. One of these is the 
DFL Newsletter although it is called the 
“Veterans Voice,” but there are no newsletters 
posted. None of the committee members  has 
the knowledge of how to post them on either 
site.  Most of the information on the “Looking 
For” page is incorrect. The committee could 
possibly could change these, but it would be 
difficult  at best. The same generally could be 
said of the DFL “Chapter Links” page. About 
half are non- functioning links. The audio that 
goes with this page leaves much to be 
desired and probably should be removed.  
A  Google search of “dof” and “kwva” finds the 
Tripod site, but it does not find the KWVA 
hosted site. This suggests we need to add 
keywords to that one  Several of the main 
menu items do not work. 
We believe that the front page is detracting 
from the stature of the DFL with all the links at 
the bottom of the page. The links may be OK, 
but they should be elsewhere, i.e., on another 
page. 
COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDATIONS
We  recommend  that  the  Tripod  site  be 
discontinued,  and  that  all  future  effortrs  be 
confined to the Department site hosted on the 
Association server, which is at no cost to the 
Department 
The committee recommends as its most 
favored solution, developing an entirely new 
web site that is modern and follows current 
web system standards.  If this site is 
developed with one of the modern What You 
See Is What You Get (WYSIWYG) web site 
generators, the members of the committee 
would have the ability, but probably not the 
time, to keep it current and to add and remove 
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pages from the site  
 It is our recommendation that such a 
generator be employed and that actual 
embedded coding changes be minimal to 
non-existent.
As an adjunct to the above, the committee 
recommends that Jim Doppelhammer be 
approached as to the feasibility of utilizing a 
link, or possibly to having the department web 
sites download relevant information, 
especially department officers and chapter 
officers from the Associations' site.  Why 
maintain more than one set of officer, etc.?
As an alternative to the above, the committee 
recommends that the existing web site on the 
Association Server (the one originally 
developed with Tripod) be updated with 
respect to content and also that some 
changes in the various page be made.  A few 
of these are: 1) Department Mission 
statement, bylaws, Code of Ethics, etc; 2) the 
Chapter Manuals with all the latest pages; 3) 
a page devoted to planned activities mainly 
for the chapters to use.  None of the 
committee members has the skills to do this.

POSSIBLE OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE
Chapter 169 has an Honorary Associate 
member who has web site expertise, and is 
willing and able to maintain the Department 
site.  We do not know at this time what she 
might expect in the way of compensation, but 
it is more than an Honorary membership.

Committee

T. Thiel

J. Feaster

R. Arcand

Election of Officers for the Department of 
Florida

     It is the duty of evey Chapter member 
whther President or regular member to 
consider a position on this 2011-2012 Board. 
Remember the old saying “if you are not part 
of the solution, you're part of the problem”
Get involved – Be aware of changes at the 
Association as they affect every member – 
not just the Department.  Call Bill McCraney 
ASAP to register
Orientation of New Officers  Mr. President 
and Members of each Chapter-  Be a good 
fella and let us know how many are coming so 
we can prepare the handouts.  We have info 
on Roberts Rules, State of Florida 
Solicitation/Incorporation, and National 
Requirements.  Call Joan Arcand or Laurie 
McCraney.

Memorial – May 8 (Sunday Morning)
Chaplains are requested to provide 

a list of their deceased since last Convention 
for presentation at the Memorial Service.  The 
list is needed no later than May 1, 2011.
Assessment letters have been mailed to all 
Presidents and Treasurers.  The annual 
assessment is $2 per member of your 
Chapter and is due 1 January 2011.
Finally!  Be a sport, and bring a buddy from 
your chapter with you to the Council Meeting!
WE WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY, 
RELATIONS AND FRIENDS

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!
Department of Florida

 


