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The Convention 2010 is behind us and was 
rated a success by everyone I asked.  Let's 
look ahead to the September meeting.  Get 
your agenda items into Joan or Laurie in time 
for inclusion in the packet.Editor

Military Order of the Purple Heart

The Military Order of the Purple Heart 
(M.O.P.H.) is holding their National 
Convention in Kissimmee, Florida this year 
and have set aside Friday, August 13, to 
honor the Korean War Veterans at the 
Cocktail Party before their banquet.  

This was announced by Mr. J. B. 
Haskins at the Bradenton Convention.  I hope 
to see many of our people there.

The Convention for MOPH is being held 
at the Gaylord Palms in Kissimmee from 5:30 
to 7:00 P.M.

 Bill McCraney holds the trophy as the last 
Department of Florida Eddie Ko  “Veteran of 
the Year” award winner.

From the President
     Hope you all had a great summer. 
Florida has been hot as it always is.
     A lot of our Chapters do not meet in the 
summer, but as you return to all your 
meetings and projects, do not forget the 
September Council meeting at Ocala.
     The Hilton is a special place.  The 
Department of Florida has put a lot of 
work to make this a special year.
     We hope you will come out in 
September and see old friends and make 
new ones.
     Looking forward to seeing you.
JIM
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Vero Beach Chapter Dedicates a  new Memorial  
Plaque

Our new Chapter at Vero Beach 
(Chapter 318-Indian River County) with an 
assist from Chapter 106 – Treasure Coast 
dedicated a Commemorative Plaque to be 
placed at the Veterans Memorial Island 
Sanctuary, in Vero Beach most appropriately 
on June 25, 2010 to  remember the 60th 

Anniversary of the Korean War.
If you are on the East Coast of Florida 

and in the vicinity of Vero Beach, a visit to this 
lovely memorial park is well worth the side 
trip.

GENE GILLETTE

     Many of our readers will be glad to learn 
that Gene has gone from almost completely 
paralyzed by illness to the point where he is 
standing and learning to walk.  I can also 
report that his sense of humor is about the 
same as always.  That is, he will get you 
laughing.
     Pictured here, he is being inspected by the 
Department Secretary, Joan Arcand 
(Gerontological Nurse Practitioner).
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CHAPTER REPORTS
[The Chapter Reports submitted at the  
Council meeting during the May 
Convention are shown and edited below.-
Editor]

Chapter 14 (Suncoast)
Gene Stone, President, reported that 

membership is stable.  We are changing to a 
daytime meeting (11:00 A.M. On third 
Thursday) to enable those who do not drive at 
night to attend.  Our January to May calendar 
was full with 34 funerals, 3 flag folding events
for the Girl Scouts, 3 Eagle Scout award 
ceremonies,  To date the Chapter members 
are busy volunteering at the Bay Pines VA 
Health Care facility.

Seven members have died since 
January 2010 including Past President/Past 
National Director/Chapter Founder, “Chuck” 
Dawson and long-time Chaplain Ken 
Milheiser.

Chapter 15 (Eddie Lyon)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 16 ( COL Alice Gritsavage)
Jake Feaster noted that the Gritsavage 

Chapter 016, is the only Chapter in the U.S. 
named for a woman.  Col. Alice Gritsavage 
was an Army Nurse in charge of Army nurse 
placement in Korea and was a member of 
MacArthur's staff in Japan.  Alice died a few 
years ago at the age of 93.

Chapter 16 is small.  We have 
reorganized recently and are co-hosts of the 
Veterans Park in Ocala.  We hope to plan a 
tour to the Park during the 2011 Convention.

Chapter 17 (LT Richard Cronan)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 106 (Treasure Coast)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 110 (Miami-Dade)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 124 (Osceola County)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 153 (Central Florida)
President Charlie Carafano reported that 

members attended two memorial services for 
deceased veterans 

Donations and photos were made  to the 
Deltona Veterans Park Museum.  Books were 
collected and donated to the VA Clinic 

A plaque was given to the Deltona High 
School R.O.T.C.  The ladies of the Chapter 
had a cake walk fundraiser and an Easter 
Basket Contest.

Chapter 155 (Florida Gulf Coast)
Bob Hebner, President, reported that the 

focus of the Chapter's programs has been to 
present the Chapter to the communnity.  As 
such, we are involved with Edison College, 
Cape Coral Library combined Veterans 
Program, Veterans Foundation, a 
membership drive and a guest speakers 
bureau.

With good programs, outside 
participation and several membership outings, 
we are on the right track  for a successful 
Chapter..

Chapter 158 (Charette MOH)
Charles Appenzeller  reported that 

several new members have been recruited 
and the Chapter is maintained in good 
standing with the Association.

Bill McCraney was the Military Judge for 
the Polk County schools Essay Contest at the 
Annual History Fair

The Chapter had a very successful Rose 
of Sharon fundraiser.

For use at all events, an Emergency 
Data Book has been prepared and will be 
available at all meetings, events, and parades 
in the event of a sudden illness, etc.  This 
book will be updated annually and is 
confidential.

Bill McCrany is the Chapter's Eddie Ko 
nominee for the 2010 convention.
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The Chapter is planning a luncheon to 
be held on June 25th (in lieu of the regular 
meeting) to commemorate the 60th 

Anniversary of the Korean War.

Chapter 169 (Lake County)
Tom Thiel reported that their efforts have 

concentrated on membership and currently 
has a total of 52 veterans all  in compliance
with the Association New Membership 
Bylaws.

The Veterans Memorial at Fountain Lake 
will have a ground breaking on May 22, 2010 
at 11:00 A.M.

We have restarted the “Tell America” 
program at two middle schools.

Our Color Guard participated in two 
events and our Newsletter “Schuttlebutt”, is 
on E-Mail and Postal service.  Florida 
members are invited to check our web site at 
http://cid169KWVAChapters.org for further 
information.

Chapter 173 (Mid Florida)
Charles Travers, President, reported that 

membership has increased to 88 members 
and the Chapter has purchased insurance to 
cover fund raising.

We continue to present awards to 
several R.O.T.C. Units and Bill Russell has 
designed a new logo for Chapter use 
specifying the 60th Anniversary of the War.

Bob Balzer continues his involvement 
with the Wounded Warriors, Inc. project and 
recently was an escort for World War II 
retirees to Washington D.C.

Chapter 174 (Nature Coast)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 175 (LT Baldermero Lopez)
Murdoch Ford reported that the Chapter 

has donated a van to the Liberty Manor, 
ACLS for veterans to be transported to job 
appointments as well as to pick up food and 
fresh strawberries..

We continue to be active in the planning 

of the memorial section at Veterans' Memorial 
Park in Tampa.  With the help of the Korean 
Community to help with the design, this 40 by 
90-foot area will be a memorial to MOH Lopez 
and our Korean War veterans.

The Tae Kwon Do Association of Seoul, 
Korea will be touring the U.S. And our 
Chapter has offered offered to be a 
designated city (Tampa) for this group. 

Chapter 188 (South Lake County)
In January, Joe Madeline, Past 

President, installed all new officerss and 
committees were formed with appointed 
Chairmen.  The bylaws, administrative 
duties,required  documents and the finances 
were reviewed, updated and corrected.

We participated in a Flag Folding 
ceremony for Boy Scout Troop 55 in 
Clermont.  Chapter 188 also is on line with a 
web site  thanks to Ron Menold, Carol Becker 
(photos) and Dan Krolek Chapter events, 
dates and times. 

Chapter 189 (Central Florida – East Coast)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 192 (Citrus County)
Hank Butler reported that member, 

George Black died  on January 14,2010 and 
the Chapter presented Mrs. Black with a flag 
case and a check for her use.

The M.O.P.H Chapter 776 held a 
Memorial Ceremony on February 20 at the 
National Guard Armory and our Chapter 
displayed our banner, flags, an M-1 Rifle,dog 
tags , boots and a helmet in the lobby.

The Chapter also helped at a fundraiser 
by the D.A.V., Chapter 70 to provide funds for 
a van to transport veterans to the VA Clinic in 
Lecanto.  With the $1000 donated, we have 
contributed over $2600 to the Van Program.

Twelve plaques were awarded to the 
Civil Air Patrol (CAP) and the Naval Sea 
Cadets.  In May, we will be presenting 
plaques to Navy Jr. Cadet-of-the-Year as well 
as the Army and Air Force Junior ROTC 

http://cid169KWVAChapters.org/
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winners.
The Military Ball will be held on 

December 4th.  Tickets are available at the 
September Council meeting.

Chapter 199 (Manasota)
“Skip” Hannon, President,  reported that 

most efforts had been spent on arrangements 
with the printer, ads and door prizes over the 
past few months for Convention 2010..

The Chapter presented the colors at 
eight (8) of the Pittsburg Pirates Spring 
Training ball games.  We are also active in 
the Tell  America Program and wrote an 
article with photos for the Graybeards.  We 
had a guest speaker from the V.A. who 
updated us on the latest information. The 
Chapter is also active at the Liberty Manor.

Chapter 200 (Northeast Florida)
Henry Moreland reported that the 

Chapter continued to be available for final 
military rites. And hospital visits.  They are 
also active with the Tell America and support 
an essay program..

Chapter 210 (Brevard County)
Mickey Tutolo reports that the Chapter 

has been very active in all Veterans affairs in 
Brevard county,with the Color Guard; duty at 
the Veterans Center; luncheons and dinners 
and as speakers at several events.  

The Color Guard presented the colors 
at the State Service Officers Annual 
Convention at Cocoa Beach as well as the 
ground breaking ceremonies for the Port St. 
John  Childrens Center

Chapter members provided security for 
the Moving Wall (Vietnam) at Wickham Park 
in Melbourne, Florida

Finally, we have a member who 
regularly presents to the local school children 
on the history of Korea.

Chapter (Gen James A. Van Fleet)
A verbal report was made by Dick Davis.

 Don Sherry – Chapter 267 requested that the 
following be inserted:
“  The most significant contribution to 
Veterans during this period was the effort by 
the Gainesville Chapter 267 in supporting the 
building of a 'FISHER HOUSE' at the 
Gainseville VA Hospital.

The Fisher House Foundation, 
spearheaded by our local Rotary Club and 
local Veterans Organizations will build a 
FISHER HOUSE at the Gainesville VA in 
2011.  Locally, we must raise $3 million and 
the Fisher House Fouindation will put up the 
other $3 million.  So far, we have raised over 
$2 million with Chapter 267 rasiing $3400. 
We are now turning to our fellow veterans 
outside Gainesville in the area served by the 
hospital  to help raise the rest. 

The Fisher House  provides living 
quarters for families and dependents of 
veterans at no charge while the veterans are 
staying in the hospital.

There are 43 Fisher Houses so far in 
operation and they have served over 120,000 
veterans' families with more than 3 million 
lodging days.  It is estimated they have saved 
veterans families over $120 million in lodging, 
subsistence and transportation to date.

Chapter 267 would like to challenge our 
other Chapters to help out.  Donations should 
be sent to 
Gainesville Fisher House Foundation
5106 NW 8th Avenue
Gainesvile, FL 32605

Wounded Warrior -Bob Balzer – Past 
President

Bob Balzer reported that 27 people 
helped with a program for 32 disabled 
veterans who attended for a weekend and 
raised $16,000 for the program.

A large biker rally raised $3000 in a 
single day at Deltona Beach
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R. Mellinger raised an additional 
$28,000, a total of $63,000 raised so far.

COMMENTARY
  Due to the various sizes of Chapters, I 
cannot print in full every report.  I try to pick 
items of greatest interest such as a different 
program and incorporate it into the usual 
activities,

If you encounter a program which you 
might use in your Chapter and need more 
information, use your Chapter roster, call that 
President/Commander and I am sure he will 
be glad to talk to you.

And, as far as urging the Department 
staff to write letters to the Association – we've 
done that!!   If you want action, follow the 
procedure in the Standard Procedure Manual 
for the Association.

Editor
  

 
Rest In Peace

The following members were reported as 
deceased in the period as follows:

Date Member     Chapter
1/24/10 Tom Abruzzo 210 
8/22/09 Robert E. Alster, Jr. 158

Gregory Charles 153
Hugh Bartrug 014 

9/29/09 Don Cossaboom 158
6/25/09 Dick Curry         106 
1/1/10 Jack Danley 014
3/1/10 Charles Dawson 014 
1/4/10 George Demos 106 

Charles Gregg 153
2/24/10 Bob MacLean 158
12/29/09 Don Norman 158
11/9/09 Charles Rogers 169

Ted Sullivan 153
2/2/10 Micheal Szal 014
1/30/10 Elmer West 014

NEW PLACE FOR THE 2011 CONVENTION
AND

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Starting with  the Fall  meeting this year 
(Fall  2010)  the  Council  Meetings  and  the 
2011 Convention will all be held at the Hilton 
Ocala,  located just off I-75 in Ocala.  Detailed 
instructions  and  registration  forms  were 
available at the Council meeting in Bradenton. 
A  contract  for  all  three  meetings  has  been 
completed with the Hilton in order to lock in 
prices for the entire year.

The Hilton is a first class facility and is 
sure to please our membership.                      

KOREAN VETERAN EXAMINES 
MEMORIAL DAY PROCLAMATION 

James Bradford notified Joan Arcand that she was 
selected to represent Korean War Veterans of Florida 
on  May 25th 2010 for the signing of the Memorial Day 
Proclamation at the State House.

Meeting with representatives of various Florida Vets 
groups at the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs 
in Tallahassee, Joan again met Admiral Collins and his 
staff.

After a friendly welcome and a short briefing the 
Veterans proceeded to meet with the Governor and 
staff for a handshake, a presentation and a reading of 
the Memorial Day Proclamation.  The ceremony was 
brief but interesting. 
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  EXCERPTS From* Web Site Assessment and Recommendations 
   By the Department of Florida Web Site Committee 

   July 2010 
*(The Department of Florida has traditionally been known by the acronym DoF.  In this report DFL 

is used as this is used by the Association (National) Webmaster
CURRENT ASSESSMENT

In January 2010, Thiel was able to access the DFL’s Tripod web site, and to bring pages 
containing DFL officers, Chapter presidents, and the Bradenton Convention up to date. Thomas 
Thiel found that the Tripod site required knowledge of HTML coding language, and did not like that 
the site contains advertising not appropriate to the DFL. And since he is not a HTML computer 
programmer, he was/is unable to make any changes to it other than what he did then  And that 
was done with some difficulty. This means that no one on the committee can change the site’s 
appearance, only some of the stuff it is already programmed to display. Changes such  as 
Department officers and Chapter presidents should be made in tabular format rather than 
imbedded in page after page of HTML code. 
Jim Doppelhammer duplicated DFL’s Tripod site in the Association environment. It is up and 
running at:  http://dfl.kwvadepartments.org/  and looks exactly like the Tripod site minus of course 
the undesirable advertisements. But generally, all of the coding limitations of the original Tripod 
site still exist on the dfl.kwvadepartments web site. 
As of July 7, 2010, both sites are up and functioning. To reiterate, these sites are: 
   http://dfl.kwvadepartments.org/home.htm 
     http://dofkwva.tripod.com/localkwv.htm 
Both sites reflect the status as of January 2010; hence both need to be updated. 
An investigation of the various pages of the site (both are the same as of now) reveals that some 
of the items
 previously thought lacking are already there. One of these is the DFL Newsletter although it is 
called the “Veterans Voice,” but there are no newsletters posted. None of the committee members 
has the knowledge of how to post them on either site.  Most of the information on the “Looking 
For” page is incorrect. The committee could possibly could change these, but it would be difficult 
at best. 
The same generally could be said of the DFL “Chapter Links” page. About half are non- 
functioning links. The audio that goes with this page leaves much to be desired and probably 
should be removed.  
A  Google search of “dof” and “kwva” finds the Tripod site, but it does not find the KWVA  hosted 
site. This suggests we need to add keywords to that one.   
Several of the main menu items do not work. 
We believe that the front page is detracting from the stature of the DFL with all the links at the 
bottom of the page. The links may be OK, but they should be elsewhere, i.e., on another page. 
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COMMITTEE  RECOMMENDATIONS
We recommend  that  the  Tripod  site  be  discontinued,  and  that  all  future  effortrs  be 
confined to the Department site hosted on the Association server, which is at no cost to 
the Department 
The committee recommends as its most favored solution, developing an entirely new web 
site that is modern and follows current web system standards.  If this site is developed 
with one of the modern What You See Is What You Get (WYSIWYG) web site generators, 
the members of the committee would have the ability, but probably not the time, to keep it 
current and to add and remove pages from the site . It is our recommendation that such a 
generator be employed and that actual embedded coding changes be minimal to non-
existent.
As an adjunct to the above, the committee recommends that Jim Doppelhammer be 
approached as to the feasibility of utilizing a link, or possibly to having the department 
web sites download relevant information, especially department officers and chapter 
officers from the Associations' site.  Why maintain more than one set of officer, etc.?
As an alternative to the above, the committee recommends that the existing web site on 
the Association Server (the one originally developed with Tripod) be updated with respect 
to content and also that some changes in the various page be made.  A few of these are: 
1) Department Mission statement, bylaws, Code of Ethics, etc; 2) the Chapter Manuals 
with wll the latest pages; 3) a page devoted to planned activities mainly for the chapters to 
use.  None of the committee members has the skills to do this.

POSSIBLE OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE
Chapter 169 has an Honorary Associate member who has web site expertise, and is 
willing and able to maintain the Department site.  We do not know at this time what she 
might expect in the way of compensation, but it is more than an Honorary membershsip.

Committee

T. Thiel

J. Feaster

R. Arcand
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James Bradford 

  James Bradford 
 


