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Photo By T. Thiel

The January orientation meeting was the 
second in a series of meetings designed to 
welcome newly elected Chapter Officers and to 
acquaint them with the duties and problems 
associated with their new office.

As noted by President Bradford, we can all 
learn.  Editor

U.N. MEMBERSHIP

Your Editor has lately been asked about 
the status of U. N Forces members in their 
Chapters.

The latest application form from the 
Graybeards for new Association members 
excludes all but U.S. Armed Forces.  

Based on this, I asked Jake Feaster on 
Friday, March 11 and he assured me that 
“any member from U.N. Forces who are 
already members of the Association will 
continue to remain eligible as long as they 
stay current in their ASSOCIATION DUES. 
However, new applicants cannot become 
regular members of the Association, they may 
enroll as associate members.”   See Jake 
Feaster at 352-262-1845.

LAS VEGAS

The FRIENDS OF AMERICAN 
VETERANS OF THE KOREAN WAR  plans 
to hold an “Appreciation Event” by 
commemorating the 60th Anniversary of the 
Korean War and invite American Veterans of 
the Korean War and their families to join with 
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From the President

Thank all of you that were in attendance at our 
second council meeting and officer's 
workshop.  I hope each of your received 
something out of the workshop.  We, as 
officers, did appreciate your thoughts and will 
try and work on them.  We encourage the 
Chapters not there to make an effort to attend 
these meetings.  The more members in 
attendance, the better we can understand each 
other and our problems.  We can learn from 
each other.  Your Department officers are 
always ready and willing to be of any service 
to you and your chapters.

SEE YOU ALL AT BRADENTON
MAY 7-8                      JIM
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LAS VEGAS (CONT'D)
them at the Orleans Hotel, 4500 W. Tropicana 
Ave. Las Vegas  (1-800-675-3267) inviting 
veterans from across the United States as  
well as the officers and directors of the 
KWVA. 

The event is to held in Las Vegas, NV on 
June 13-14.  The “Friends” organization plans 
to provide full accommodation for one night 
and two days (June 13 lunch, dinner and 
room/June 14; breakfast and lunch)  

Transportation NOT included.
The participants should inform the 

Friends (FAVKW) by mail at 9636 Garden 
Grove Blvd, Suite 17, Garden Grove, CA 
92844

or, call Mrs. Sammy Lee (1-562-922-
3656

or e-mail to: gasiri0112@yahoo.com
Formal invitations will go out in May 

2010.
More details can be had on the 

KWVA.org website under 'stories'.

CHAPTER REPORTS

Chapter 14 (Suncoast)
Richard Arcand reported on the election 

of Chuck Dawson as Chapter President.  He, 
Chuck, was hospitalized immediately after 
election in December '09 and the First Vice 
Gene Stone, is acting as this time.  

The Chapter Honor Guard  was active at 
27 funeral rites, The Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts 
and the Pinellas Park Christmas Parade are 
part of our regular activities.

Chapter 15 (Eddie Lyon)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 16 ( COL Alice Gritsavage)
Bob Schloss indicated “We are a small 

chapter with limited activity.  We participated 
in the Shoe Box for Veterans and the Patriot 
Service Dog program.  This latter program 
provides specially trained dogs as 
companion-helper for handicapped Veterans”.

Chapter 17 (LT Richard Cronan)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 106 (Treasure Coast)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 110 (Miami-Dade)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 124 (Osceola County)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 153 (Central Florida)
Don Smith reported that “We 

participated in the Veterans Day Parade with 
a specially decorated float, had a Christmas 
party and collected items for pre-teens.

Don had the privilege of being the eldest 
Marine at the Marine Corps birthday party 
(beats the alternative).

The Chapter had a Daisy Drive and held 
Chapter elections.  Bob Balzer and Don Smith 
spoke at the Kiwanis Club luncheon.

Two members died during the period: 
Ted Sullivan and Gregory Charles.

Chapter 155 (Florida Gulf Coast)
Bob Hebner, newly elected President, 

spent most of the time with reorganization, 
planning day trips and dinners.

On Veterans Day, Bob rode with the Hot 
Rod club in a 1928 Ford

The Chapter has a new meeting place: 
American Legion Post 90.  We also 
participated in the 'Wreaths Across America'
program for Cape Coral and Fort Myers 
cemeteries.

Chapter 158 (Charette MOH)
Charles Appenzeller noted that the Rose 

of Sharon fund raiser at WAL-MARTS, which 
coincided with Halloween was a great 
success.  

We used two display cabinets at the 
local library and showed medals, ribbons, 
clothing and other military items that attracted 

mailto:gasiri0112@yahoo.com
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Chapter 158 (Cont'd)
many visitors.

A group of us appeared in the Christmas 
parade; some carried banners and other rode 
in cars.

Chapter 169 (Lake County)
Tom Thiel reported that Chapter 

membership had increased by 10 (or 20%). 
They've had a loss due to the impact of the 
Association Bylaw changes and some deaths.

In an attempt to reach the younger 
Veterans, we have started a media campaign 
in hopes of encouraging the younger veterans 
to join our Chapter.

Jackie Gleason and Art Canale were 
both hospitalized during the period but are 
now home and doing well.  Also, John Yohn 
was to have made the trip to the meeting but 
was unable to come for health reasons.

Our Christmas party was held with 
Chapter 188 and was well attended.

The laptop computer drawing was won 
by Ted Jansen and netted the Chapter $700.

The Veteran's Memorial at Fountain 
Park, Leesburg will hold a groundbreaking 
ceremony on May 22, 2010.  Everyone is 
invited.

Tom has created a 'Tell America' – 
Chapter pamphlet, published the Chapter 
Newsletter (Scuttlebutt) and brought the 
Department of Florida web-site up to date. 
The Chapter has also purchased insurance to 
cover activities.

Chapter 173 (Mid Florida)
Cathy Allessandri reported the approval 

of the Association Bylaws, which means every 
member belongs to the Association and the 
Chapter.  To do this, the Chapter has paid for 
18 life, 13 regular members, and one 
associate member for this year only.  We 
stand at  89 members.

The Second VP resigned over a 
disagreement with Association Bylaws and 
Cathy Allessandri moved to the position of 
Second VP and was named Veteran of the 

Year for Chapter 173.
We collected items of worth for Living 

Center and active duty soldiers.  Our new 
meeting location is VFW Post 2093.

Chapter 174 (Nature Coast)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 175 (LT Baldermero Lopez)
Eddie Ko appeared as the spokesman 

for Chapter 175.
Eddie noted the election of Murdoch 

Ford as the new President of the Chapter 
which meets on the same day as the Council 
meeting.  Mr. Ford has high hopes to increase 
the membership of the Chapter.

We participated in the Korea Lunar Year 
event at MacDill AFB.

We have invited Bill McCraney and 
Association Secretary Frank Cohen to attend
and address our meeting and provide a better 
understanding of the revised Association 
Bylaws.

We made our annual donation of 
Thanksgiving turkeys and Christmas hams to 
the Children's home.

Chapter 188 (South Lake County)
The Chapter hosted the 10th Veteran's 

Day Parade and Car Show at the Citrus 
Tower in Clermont. 

Our Honor Guard presented the colors 
at : the Clerbrook RV and golf resort; the 
waterfront in Clermont; and one funeral in 
Sanford, FL.

We shared the Christmas dinner with 
Chapter 169 at the Mission Inn in Howey-in-
the-Hills.  Carol Becker and Alice Pinette did 
an outstanding job of coordinating the 
program.

Chapter 192 (Citrus County)
We have been fortunate to be able to 

donate to the Citrus County Veterans 
Foundation; the VFW fund raiser for hospice 
and the DAV funds for a van to transport 
Veterans to VA clinics and hospitals.  Also
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CHAPTER 192 (Cont'd)
we were very active with Veterans 
Dayactivities and won second place for our 
exhibit.  
Our newly elected officers were sworn in.

Chapter 189 (Central Florida – East Coast)
There was no representative present.

Chapter 199 (Manasota)
A considerable amount of time has been 

spent in planning the hosting of the 
Convention 2010 in May.

Our 'Tell America' program has been 
well received at the FSU Sarasota campus 
and we presented $1000 to the Braden 
Middle School for the essay contest.

The Christmas party is always well 
attended and we donated 12 turkeys to the 
'Daily Bread Program'.

Out main goal will be to convince 
Chapter members to join the Association 
which will be a daunting task.

CHAPTER 200 (Northeast Florida)
We are in the process of updating and 

completing requirements for the Chapter to 
become accredited by the Association.

We took part in the Veteran's Day 
Parade in Jacksonville – our Christmas party 
was well attended.  We have one new 
member, Jaq Lee, a prominent member of the 
ROK and our community.

We also represented the Chapter at the 
Blue Cross program honoring veterans.

CHAPTER 210 (Brevard County)
The Chapter has been very active in all 

Veterans affairs in Brevard county,with the 
Color Guard; duty at the Veterans Center; 
luncheons and dinners and as speakers at 
several events.

Elections have been held but the 
Chapter remains without a Secretary.

President Snyder noted that the brick 
(16 x 16) ordered in honor of Emmet 
Benjamin will be in place shortly and the 

memorial will be complete and ready to open.
Mr. Snyder also was concerned about 

the division of KWV and KSV and felt that we 
should all promote and recruit as one.

CHAPTER 267 (Gen James A. Van Fleet)
Our activities are legendary.  We are 

constantly at work with parades, manning 
booths, Tell America, Rose of Sharon drives, -
color guard reviews,  luncheons, dinners, 
raffles and donating to worthy causes.

Dick Davis introduced MOH recipient 
Duane Dewey and read his citation.  Duane 
received a standing ovation.  Mr. Davis next 
introduced Sergeant McQuinn, ex POW, and 
gave a brief synopsis on his life with the 
Airborne and his passage to freedom.  He, 
also, received a standing ovation.

COMMENTARY
  Due to the various sizes of Chapters, I cannot 
print in full every report.  I try to pick items of 
greatest interest such as a different program and 
incorporate it into the usual activities,

If you encounter a program which you might 
use in your Chapter and need more information, use 
your Chapter roster, call that President/Commander 
and I am sure he will be glad to talk to you.

And, as far as urging the Department staff to 
write letters to the Association – we've done that!!
If you want action, follow the procedure in the 
Standard Procedure Manual for the Association.
Get a letter/petition, a referendum -  Remember the 
pen is mightier than the sword.   Good Luck!

 
Distinguished Service Cross

Bill McCraney likes to remind us of 1LT 
Willis Jackson of Chapter 158 who won the 
DSC in Korea.  The citation goes as follows:

JACKSON, WILLIS First Lieutenant Company 
F, 35th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry 
Division, United States Army distinguished 
himself by extraordinary heroism in action 
against the enemy in the vicinity of Seoul, 
Korea on 21 May 1951.  On that date, 
Company F was assigned the mission of 
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DSC CITATION (Cont'd)

securing Hill 329 from a well-entrenched and 
fanatically determined enemy.  Lieutenant 
Jackson was leading one of the assault 
platoons up the slope when a sudden burst of 
intense and accurate automatic-weapons fire 
from the enemy emplacement halted his men 
in an exposed area, pinning them down and 
painfully wounding Lieutenant Jackson.  
As friendly artillery began to bombard the 
hostile position, the platoon renewed its attack 
and fought fiercely for two hours until enemy 
fire from the crest of the hill became so 
intense that they were pinned down once 
more.   In an effort to rally his men into 
making a final sweeping assault against the 
hilltop, Lieutenant Jackson underhandedly 
charged an enemy position and, despite his 
wound, wrested an enemy soldier's own 
weapon from him and beat him to death with 
it.  This courageous action so inspired 
Lieutenant Jackson's men that they charged 
forward, overrunning the enemy 
emplacements.  As the enemy fled in wild 
disorder down the reverse slope of the hill, 
Lieutenant Jackson pitched grenades after 
them and then succeeded in killing three more 
of the enemy with his rifle.  Despite his painful 
wound, he organized his men in a defense 
against a counterattack and only fell back to 
be treated when the company commander 
ordered him to do so.  The extraordinary 
heroism and completely selfless devotion to 
duty displayed by Lieutenant Jackson reflect 
great credit on himself and were in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the military 
service.  

Infantry Journal-
“Don't draw fire, it irritates the people around 
you”

 

Rest In Peace

The following members were reported as 
deceased in the period as follows:

Date Member     Chapter
1/24/10 Tom Abruzzo 210 
8/22/09 Robert E. Alster, Jr. 158

Gregory Charles 153
Hugh Bartrug 014 

9/29/09 Don Cossaboom 158
6/25/09 Dick Curry         106 
1/1/10 Jack Danley 014
3/1/10 Charles Dawson 014 
1/4/10 George Demos 106 

Charles Gregg 153
2/24/10 Bob MacLean 158
12/29/09 Don Norman 158
11/9/09 Charles Rogers 169

Ted Sullivan 153
2/2/10 Micheal Szal 014
1/30/10 Elmer West 014

DoF WEB SITE REPORT
BY T. Thiel, Ch 169

 “The Department of Florida's Tripod Web 
site's content has been brought up to date as of 
January 10, 2010; all names of  both Department 
and Chapter officials as well as Convention 
Information was made current.

But the Tripod site is technologically behind;
I cannot change the site's appearance, only some 
of the information it is already programmed to 
display, and that with much difficulty.

Jim Doppelhammer, Association 
Webmaster, has duplicated the Tripod site in the 
Association environment, with the new address 
dfl.kwvadepartments.org and I recommend that 
the Department of Florida use the Association site 
starting now.  (I also recommend all Chapters use 
this site as department and chapter web sites will 
run at no cost for the site's operation.)

On Sunday, January 24, 2010, the day 
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following the Gainesville Council Meeting, I was 
 WEB SITE REPORT (CONT'D)
able to input the changes in Department Officers 
made at Gainseville in the KWVA site.  I have not 
made them in the Tripod site. 

The Department's site content should be 
enhanced by adding new material focusing on 
Chapters.  Some of these are: Department Mission, 
Manual and Bylaws;  Council Meeting Reports; 
pre-meeting Department and Chapter reports for 
Council Meetings and many others.

To Chapter leaders, I recommend that each 
of you move your website to or develop one in the 
Association environment.  I have developed on at 
cid169.kwvachapters.org which is my first web 
site.  I invite you to check it out.

To those of you who are not up to speed on 
computers and are saying, 'this doesn't apply to 
me'
I urge you also to find a way to support this 
initiative.  All younger people today live and 
communicate in the digital computer world  If we 
want to touch them, then we must also be in that 
same world.  If we do not, who will fold our flags  
when we go to Bushnell?

Congratulations!!

Long a friend of the Korean War 
Veterans in Florida, it is with pleasure that I 
offer our congratulations to Kimi 
Springsteen who was awarded a Ph.D in 
Applied Management from Georgetown 
Wesleyan University this past December 
(2009).

Infantry Journal-
“If the enemy is in range, so are you”

Unknown
“Any ship can be a minesweeper, once”

NEW PLACE FOR THE 2011 CONVENTION
AND

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Starting with the Fall meeting this year (Fall 
2010)  the  Council  Meetings  and  the  2011 
Convention  will  all  be  held  at  the  Hilton  Ocala, 
located just off I-75 in Ocala.  Detailed instructions 
and  registration  forms  will  be  available  at  the 
Council meeting in Bradenton.  A contract for all 
three  meetings  has  been  completed  with  the 
Hilton in order to lock in prices for the entire year.

The Hilton is a first class facility and is sure 
to please our membership.                      


