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Pree:l..deD..~"_ ::JIIIe_-aae I The Korean War Memorial fund fqr the 
Thanks to all of you who were kind enough Tallahassee monument has little mor~ than 
to send Icards and call with congratulations 520,000.00 in it. We must increase ir el-
on my election. I will do my best to jusU1Y orts!! . 
your faith in me. $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
As I mentioned at the convention, my pri- THERE WILL BE A :MEETIN OF 
mary gdals are to unifY, improve and expand THE EXECUTIVE COUNC~ AT 
our ~artment. Your input is crucial to ac- KISSIMMEE AT 1000 ON 24 J .98 
complishing this. If there is something you Special rates for KW\lA member(s are 
don't like, let me know. By the same token, 535.00 a room, if you register in advance, 
ifyou feel we are heading in the right direc- and identifY yourself as a member att~nding 
tion, le~ius know that too. Without your sup- the meeting. The meeting i~ planned to end 
port, mOral and financial, we cannot go any- at 1500 hrs.(3 P.M.) All Dept officers and 
where. ' ,Chapter presidents (or their designatqi rep-

NEWS ITEMS !resentative) are asked to attend. 'Fhis is 
The Lt IRichard E Cronin Chapter donated a Iwhere your chapter has the opportu~ty to 
gas po~ered golf cart to the V AMC at West ,active1y part~cipate in the Dept. A s~cific 
Palm Beach on 13 Nov. Pres Fred Shear and : amount of tune, no more than 60 rrpnutes 
V.P. Joe Finiolo represented the Dept. and \unless we have more, will be al10cated to 
congra.ul~ted the Chapter. TO OUR proposals for changes .. These must btf voted 

'--, ~KNOW.;J~EDGE.THIS IS THE FIRST on at the next conventlon. The DePt". Trea­
TIMEIA KWVA CHAPTER HAS DONE sury books will be audited at this meeting, 
THIS lN FLORIDA. (t:onIinu~d~xtP"8c) 
---- -.. ---.----~- ~-~------~-----~---~----- -­-
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(continued from page 1) 

and a report made to the members when it 
is completed, possibly at a later date. 
For reservations- ShoneyslQuatity hm 

Rte 192, Kissimmee FL 
Christine Theophilus - 407-870-7374 
Don't f~!et to identify yoW'Self, and book 
in advante. 
Remember the benefit packages we have 
obtained for our members: Dental, Vision, 
Travel, prescriptions! Take advantage of 
them and be sure your members are aware 
of them by mentioning it frequently at your 
mecting$. You, your members, and the . 
Dept. are the sole beneficiaries. We hope to 
negotiat~ more in the future. 
Three New Chapters have come on line. 
Wm. Cherette MOH Central Florida 
Robert ¥acLean, President. 
KWVAChapter 153 at DeBary, 
Tom Gaffuey, President. 
Florida Gulf Coast, Walter Dugan, Treas. 

In closing, I want to wish all ofour mem­
bers a Joyous, healthy and happy holiday 
season. Happy Hanukka (24 Dec.) and 
. Me.try Christmas (25 Dec.) to all! 

i ~~ ."r,. .$.... 

Beware ofGI life insurance hoax. 
An insurance hoax that has created adminis­
trative Ptoblems for the Dept. of Veterans 
Affairs (or more than 40 years has resur­
faced in bte Miami newspapers and probably 
wilt hit y~ur area soon. The article contains 
what appears to be a legitimate ofler telling 
veterans· they are entitled to a dividend on 
the OJ ~surance they had while in the ser­
vice, The VA Regional Office & Insurance 

-------..----------­

Center in Philadelphia reports veterat1$ and 
active duty personnel nationwide haw re­
ceived fliers, including return forms, rrom 
ga-oups or individuals offering vetera] as­
sistance in applying for the dividends or in 
answering queslions they might have. Fees 
range from 52 to 515 for each request i The 
articles falsely claim dividends from veter­
ans life insurance are available to an)! vet­
eran who applies. The articles go on to 
claim specific dollar amounts a vc eran 

'I would receive, depending on the J of 
fseMce. The phony applications and 'ers 
: claim the dividends have been recen au­
tthorized by Congress. In fact, there no 
Jsuch dividend for veterans who dq not 
rkeep their insurance in force, nor a re~atc 
ifor active duty personnel. No such Ie sla­
'tion has been approved or propose by 
Congress. As in the past, the hoax ap tica­
lions are unwittingly printed in maga . es, 
newspapers and newsletters, or distri . uted 
in handbills. The hoax has caused wr!ed 
efforts by thousands of veterans, active 
duty personnel and dependants, an has 
generated needless labor and mail in ex­
pense by the V A. Legitimate insuranc div­
idends are automatically paid, usuaU on 
the anniversary date of the policy, t. ap­
proximately 3 million veterans with aptive 
policies in 4 GJ life insurance progr~ms. 
No application is needed to receive th'1 div­
idend payment. The V A is detennin d to 
stop the perpetrators of this hoax, wh are 

i trying to make a proHt at the expen ~ of 

contact the Veterans Service Office most 
convenient to you, i 



William. E. Charette MOH 

Central Florida Chapter 
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"'lorida's rwwest Chapter swtan in Ute Oancers. 
I>r..!sidenl - Rob<.!rt A. Milel ,can 

lsi Vice Pre,;. Wilb,", t\. ~ ,ihsOIl 


2nd \'ice I>r<;:s, Josqlh Nlilo 


~e<:ld<u)1 V..;i1in --Bud," R()ger,; 


TreaslITl.!r Robcl1c, SlIarez 


Judge AdH)C;Ih! Millcel P Kirwan 

('hailiain ('ilIl F l';ldow 


l'4ttllomll S<!fvict! ul1h;cr - Wlllilll, c\.. Glll""'n 
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I 1.,\'1.1 \\1. Ilalb< '11 I'd..:) II I'"hllel 
\.'"Id<>, \\' Jdilll "iL!ll1 V. R..:} 11<.1",; 
f\l.ll't.:d P. Klnhtll Vlllill "Hlld," Rtlg-:r:­
Robert .'\ Mild ,<.!illl R,)il..:rlo SlIar..:t 
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Important Information From your Veterans Senrice officerl-­
! Dr. Vito Matthew Rao J. 
: Telephone - 954-968-5567 Fax - 954-968-5574 

Documents Required To Apply For Bcne~ts. A common problem is that the wi ,ow(er) 
does ?ot ha,,:c. or cannot ~d the docum~nts r~qu~n~d to appl~ for benefits. :f!t~ burden of 
prool ,of entitlement to vanous benefits ls.the mdMdual applicants responsibility. frcpare 
yourself - obtain now what you may require later. Check the following listing. i 

Birth Certificate(s) 
For retiree - spouse and dependant children. 

Marriage Certificate(s) 
To include any previous marriages of the retiree and/or spouse. 

DivoK2' Deeree(s) 
To include any previous div«!fce of the retiree and/or spouse. 

Chang~ in Name 
Court order changing name of n:tiree, spouse or dependant children. 

Discharge Certificate 
DD Forms 214 covering aU periods of active service. 

Retirement Orders 
A Death Certificate must accompany arty claim filed 

I 
I 

for benefits and entitlements after the death ofa retired member 
These documents are required for Social Security benefits, VA entitlements, SBPfRSFPP 
claims, Retired Pay, life insurance claims, vehicle registration, property deeds, joint bank 
accounts, etc. i 

Ifym[1 require military documents,or need to obtain a copy ofyour military record(~), write 
to :- National Personnel Records Center·· Military Personnel Records ­ i 

9700 Page Ave. Sl Louis, MO 63131-5100 I 
The Court of Veterans Appeals (COVA) was established in 1968 solely that millions of 
veterans and their dependants would have the right to judicial review ofdecisions from the 
V A, yet none of the present judges ever represented veterans in an advocacy roJb before 
being appointed to the court. All six of the judges currently sitting on the court art fonner 
government employees. In fact, no veterans lawyer has ever served on the court. *e result 
is that the point of view ofveterans' advocates is not articulated during the deliberrtions of 
the ":veterans court" Veterans may rightly ask whether they are receiving truly ind~pendent 

~udicial review when one side, the g0vernn;-ent,. has the exclusive pow~r to ~ppojn~ 
Judges and uses that power to monopohze the court by excludmg veterans· 
advocates from the bench. ! 



--

- .... .. .. .. . . . . . J 
: NO~if"ic~ti~:n.,O'f.A.:n.:n.u.al A.s&ess........e*~
It' proposal by the l.'.xel"UllvC (ouncd Ihal a levy of one dollar ($1.0(» pcr mctnl~~r he 
Iassessed againsl each Ch~,pler to help provide ()pi..~raling Cxpi:nses t()r Ihe depi.trlmcnt ,,\as 
iapprovCid by the membership at the annu.lt husiness ml..:cling on 25 Oct. 97. IIAn operating budget not to exceed $2500.00 in expenditures by the department wa$ also I 

Iadopted al this meeting. These expenditures ar~ to hI: for, hut not limited 10, c()~ying. 
mailing, telephone and other incidental wsts such :lS sympalhy n()\\ers. hUl will not ! 

I	nornJ/IIl...' cover travel, lodgings, meals or other expenses of any officers in the pqrtor­
mance of their duties. The by-laws aUow previollsly authorized travel eXllCnses, whic~ h,as 
not, an'd probably will not, occur without a huge..: increase in our income. . 

IThe DClll. Oflicers wish to bring to the attention of the d\aptcr membcrs that this 
!assessment againsl slightly over 500 members, as dt*muined hy a compilation at the 
Imeeting.. covers only twt.'nty percent of the budgct. 

I' 

ISupporl of dl,;partml:nt fund raising efforts is e...scnlial PIc .. sc support your department. 
!It was decided arbitrarilv that the assessment \vouldbc hased on thc numher OfmCJ~lhcrs
Iclaimed by your chaplel~ on 1 Jan. 98. IT IS nAS"~D ON Til f;: nONOR SYST":I\f~ \\'c 
'suggest that the assessment be paid out of your chaph.:r treasury .mll recovcred as YUf see
Itil. THIS ASSI<:SSM .. :NT IS Dl1l<: H:KFOIU: t MARctt 1998 ! 

IPlease send in your assessments as soon as possible aUer dctennining it. A roster 01 \. 
I members must accompany this to show who you arc paying ti)r. Send them to - • 
!George Spitzer, Dept. Treasurcr.6028 Dusenburg Rd. Delray Beach Fl. 33.t84-1550 I' 

Ilr there are any qut:stions. call Fred Shear at 1-888-532-389] 

lISE A('CENT TRAVEL .FOR \lOt 'R. TRAVEL NKEUS! YOtl .\IU: IU~LPI G 

YOUR DI<:PAHTMENT!! 1-800-462-929t1 - nn:NTIFY Y01'RSI<:U" AS KW lJ\ 


N~ :t.a J1 kl6'VA ~tttM ~ de 5Ult. t{ f~ ! 

111 fUlurclissucs of the "Incoming l\lail" I would like to puhlish ':1 sh,)rl ~Irlid~ lium ~~ll:h 
Cl14Ipler. AU Ihal is rcquir~d is a k\\ lines 10 II:! th~ olher Chapkl's kn. l\\ \\hat Y{lU ~Irl: up 
10. The \laic - lim~ - and place of your meeting \\ould he hi,.~lpfuL ill cas\.: anyone \\'~lUld 
like to pay you it visit. :\ny ini()I1l1"ltion r..:g...n.ling sOl.:i"II 1.:vl.:nl .... or Iund raising v ....nI4Ics . 
..:.()ul(~ h<hl:l~di\,;j"llto ~1I. So give it some !hought .~nl' put S(IIl~~ihillgdo\\1l on papcLIThc 
n..:'\llssu¢ \\111 h\! commg oul ;Iround ttli..~ hrst \hek IJl Janual~. 1111:-. \\111 h.; a k\\ d..IYS lakr 
Ihan usual. hl:causc of Ihl.! huli,,''',," seasun. NOl1llalh', (hI.: nc\\sh.:lkr \\ill hI.! i:-,slI\.:d ardund 
Ihl! tirsl M lhe month. Pk:asl,; scn~t your suhmi"sion~ (0 \ 

Cord Ul'nndt- Editur - hu:uming 1""IiI . 
113UO 124th Ave. N. J ,01.65 - Largo. "1. 3377H 

'­
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Officers and Appointments 
as oft Nov 97 

President - Fredrick L Shear 
1225 NW 21st St. Apt 502 

~tuart,FL 34994-9322 
1-888-532-3891 


1st Vice Pres- Joseph Finiolo 

2510 NE 209th Terrace 


North Miami Beach FL 33180-1044 

1-0-288-1-305-931-6535 


2nd Vice Pres - Dr. Ralph Levy 

17599 Candlewood Terrace 


Boca Raton, FL 33487 

1 "j0-288-1-561-995-9962 


lrd Vice Pres - Mort Rosen 

6461 NW 2nd Ave. #516 


Boca Raton, FL 33487-3052 

1-0-288-1-561-998-2451 


FounderlPast Pres- Emmett Benjamin 

106 5th Sl. NE 


Havana, FL 32333 

l-O-288-1-904-539-905.l 


J01.nlediate Past Pres - Jack Edwards 

9330 89th Way N. 

Largo, FL 33777 


[ 1-800-320-5262 

1 
I

Secretary - Peter Palmer 

704 Citrus Ct. "The Blulls" 


Largo, FL 33770-2756 

1-0-288-1-813-584-7143 


Treasurer - George L. Spitzer 

6028 Dusenburg Rd. 


Delray Beach, FL 33484-1550 

1-0-288-1-561-496-5151 


Judge Advocate - Charles Carafano I 
1885 Van Allen Circle 

Deltona Beach, FL 32738-4314 
1-0-288-1-904-532-0534 

i 
: 
I 

Sgt-at-Arms - Frank POIvaznic 
4955 NW 199th S1. #96 

Miami, FL 33055 
305-620-6630 

I 

Historian ­ Amelia Caraiano 
1885 Van Allen Circle 

Deltona, FL 32738-4314 
1-0-288-1-904-532-0534 

Public Information Officer 
David W. Hanson 
2559 15th Ave. N. 

St.Petersburg, FL 33713 
1-800-593-2583 

. 
I 

(cont next page) 
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Officers and Appointments (cont) 

V.t.ran~ Service Officfr 

Dr. Vito M. Rao 

4970 SW 8th St. 


Margate, FL 33068 

1~288-1-954-968-5567 

Editor - Incoming Mail 

Gordon L. Bennett 


11300 124th Ave. N. Lot 6S 

Largo, FL 33778 


1~288-]-813-58S-8717 

The following is a list of the KWV A 

Chapters in the State of Florida. 


Capital City Chapter 

Bob F'leig - President 


2001 Old Augustine Rd. KIOI 

Tallahassee, FL 32301 


1-0-288-1-904-458-1980 


Col. A. Gritsavage Chaple.' 

C. Carafano - President 

1885 Van Allen Circle 


Deltona, FL 32738-4314 

1-0-288-1-904-532-0534 


Florida Gulf Coast Chapter 

Walter Dugan - Treasurer 


907 SE 17th St. 

Cape CoraL FL 33990-2332 


1-0-288-1-941-458-1980 


South Dadr ChaptE'r 

(CWTently Jnactive) 


Lt. R.E. Cronin Chapter 
Ralph Levy - President 

17599 Candlewood Terrace i 

Boca Raton, FL33487 
1-0-288-1-561-995-9962 

I 
. 

Treasun Coast Chapter 
Fred Shear - President 

1-888-532-3891 

Wm. E. Charrtie MOH 
Central Florida Chaptu ! 

Robert A MacLean - Preside,* 
11430 Camp Mack Road 
Lake Wales, FL 33853 

941-696-709] 

I 

Eddie Lyon Chapter 
Ted M Cedro - President 

. 
I 

990 SW ] 11 th Way - Davie, FL 333~4-4129 
1-0-288-1-954-475-2681 i 

KWVA Chapter 153 at DeBa~ 

Thomas W. Gaffney - preSidenr 


624 Vespers Way 

Orange City, FL 32763 


904-775-8803 


Osceola Chapter I 
David L. Conboy - President . 

4945 Spiral Way 
St Cloud, FL 34771-7906 
1-0-288-1-407 -892-7409 i 

Suncoast Chapter. I 
Clarence Dadswell - PreSident: 

48]0 3rd St. North . 1.,..../ 
St. Petersburg, FL 33703 

813-522-6496 .-,-__... 
~------.~.-------.-- . 


