
KOREAN WAR VETERANSASSOCIATION 
DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA 

Minutes of Fall Executive Council Meeting 
14 October 2015 

Department of Florida 
Brevard Veterans Memorial Center 

400 S. Sykes Creek Parkway, Merritt Island, FL, 32952 

The meeting was called to order by the Department of Florida's President Maxine Parker. The 
invocation was given by the Department of Florida Chaplain Henry Moreland and then the 
National Colors were posted by selected KWVA members. A chair-back cover, representing a 

tribute to our MIA/POW's was presented by Joan Arcand. This was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by the Department of Florida's President. 

Welcoming remarks were presented by the Department of Florida's President. The recognition 
of Members, sick or in distress was conducted . The following members were presented as 
requiring our personal concerns: Regan, Ted Morford, Dick Davis, and Mickey Tutolo. Chaplain, 
Dr. Henry L. Moreland then gave the meetings invocation . 

Attendance was called and following Executive Board and Appointed Staff members were 
present. 

Maxine Parker, President 
Marcel Cartagena, l 5t Vice President 
Richard Arcand, 2 nd Vice President 

Joan Arcand, Treasurer 

"Chuck" Husbands, Secretary 

Henry Moreland, Chaplain 
Jim Bradford, Judge Advocate 

Eddie Ko, DOF Korean/American Liaison 
Jake Feaster, KWVA Assistant Secretary 

Bob McGuire, Immediate Past DOF President 

The roll call of Chapters was conducted by "Chuck" Husbands, DOF Secretary. Twelve of the 
Nineteen Chapters constituting the Department of Florida announced present. The KWVA DOF 
Secretary announced that the number of Chapters reporting met the requirements for a 
meeting quorum. A roll call of Former KWVA Department of Florida Presidents was conducted 
by the current KWVA DOF President, Maxine Parker. The only former DOF Presidents present 
were Jake Feaster, Jim Bradford and Bob McGuire. 



An Opening Address was presented by the Immediate Past DOF President Robert McGuire. The topic 
of his presentation was "What we need to do to Survive." Bob spoke of the shrinking membership of 
the KWVA due to age, and the inability to actively recruit more recent Korean Veterans. He presented 
a number of suggested techniques to increase attendance at our monthly meeting and processes to 
encourage inactive Korean Veterans to join our organization . His theme was that we must be more 
proactive and aggressive as the population of Korean War Veterans continues to shrink. As part of his 
presentation Bob spoke of his appearance before the Florida Congressional Caucus to discuss 
concerns about the actions of the Veteran Affairs Administration and the extended period required to 
response to some very critical Veterans needs. 

Correspondence and Administrative Reports 

DOF President Maxine Parker gave a short presentation on the various programs that she has 
participated in to-date for the DOF. She indicated that she had visited a number of Chapter Meetings 
and enjoyed the hospitality and fellowship at these gatherings. She hoped to visit a number of other 
Chapter meetings during her tour of duty but indicated that the prospects of meeting with all the 
Chapters was a difficult process because of the travel distances involved . 

The KWVA DOF Secretary presented a set of minutes covered the 2015 KWVA DOF Convention 
16 May, 2015 in Port Orange, Florida. Each of the members registered for the convention had 
these meeting notes provided to them. A motion was made from the floor, to forgo the reading 
of the minutes and accept the minutes as provided. This motion was passed and the minutes 
were accepted aswritten . 

The KWVA DOF Treasurer, Joan Arcand, provided a report indicating the current status of the 
Department's finances, just prior to the current meeting. The report showed that we are ahead 
of last year and still solvent. The current financial report was included in the information 
supplied to each registrant. 

Eddie Ko, DOF Korean/ American Liaison spoke on his recent trip to Korea to help recover the 
bodies of MIAs. He indicated that he was given a bit of a run around by the North Korean 
Authorities but he plans to return in the near future for another attempt to find the location of 

MIA bodies that he knows are still there. He spoke of South Korea having the 10th largest 
economy of all the nations in the world and contrasted that with the 2.5 billion dollars spent by 

the North Korean authorities on their 701
h year birthday party. 

Jake Feaster, Assistant KWVA Secretary spoke about the current effort to remove inactive 

members from the KWVA DOF Database. At the present time there are still 161 members 
indicated on the rolls as inactive members. 

Jim Bradford, DOF Judge Advocate, presented a partition to eliminate the position of 3rd Vice 
President in the Department of Florida. He indicated that the National KWVA has dropped this 
position from their administrative roster. He requested a vote at this meeting to permit a final 
vote on the partition presented at the 1916 KWVA DOF Convention. The motion to vote was 

moved by Marcel Cartagena and seconded by Joe Slatton. The motion passed by a unanimous 
vote . 



Old Business 

A Post Mortem was conducted on the May Convention as a one day event. Everyone seemed to 
be pleased with the one day format. However, it was suggested that Memorial Service which is 

usually held after the close of the meeting, be presented in the morning at the start of the 
meeting. Most of the members seemed pleased with this suggestion. 

New Business 

Appointments for positions on the Executive Committee are usually made by the incoming DOF 
President after the election at the convention. The currently appointed members of the 
Executive Committee can be found in the attachment DOF Administration and Executive 
Council Members provided with the information in the folders prepared and distributed at this 
meeting. 

At the 2015 Convention, Chapter 169 presented a business proposal for the 2016 KWVA DOF 
Convention. The proposed convention will be held on Saturday 16 April 2016 at the Waterfront 
Inn in the Villages. The site and the date, as presented by Chapter 169, were approved by a 

unanimous vote. 

At the present time the date and site of the fall 2016 Executive Council Meeting is unknown and 
this item will be revisited at the 2016 KWVA DOF Convention in April 2016. 

At the 2016 KWVA DOF Convention an election will take place to chose the DOF President, 1st 

Vice President, 2nd Vice President and Treasurer for the 2015-2016 periods. Tom Thiel was 
selected as the Election Chairman and he will coordinate the selection of the staff on the 
Election Board, to support him in advertising and advising candidates for elected office on the 
election rules. 

One of topics discussed under new business was the suggestion to form the current Chapters 
into geographical districts. It was suggested that the Chapters be organized into four districts 
that would group the Chapters in the State of Florida by geographical locations. Each district 

would pick one member to report as the district representative to the DOF President. Marcel 
Cartagena was unanimously selected by a vote of the membership to follow through with the 

implementation of the District structure. 

Tom Thiel spoke on the MIA/POW topic. He would like the Chapters to help lobby to the 
Congressional Committee to produce a MIA/POW Postal Stamp. This stamp concept has been 
before congress for a number of years but it has never reached the point where it is voted on. 
Tom would like to see us cooperate with our local representatives to try to bring this process to 

a vote. 

It should be noted that Joan Arcand provided the MIA/POW chair-back cover used in the 
opening ceremony at this meeting. We want to thank Joan for her work and it was suggested 
that we make the salute to MIA/POWs a traditional opening to our meetings in the future. 



Tom Thiel was appointed as the Webmaster for the KWVA DOF Website. He indicated that he 
will continue to manage the Website. He will add to the site Newsletters that are forwarded to 
him and replace the' current By-Laws and procedure as new versions are developed. 

Activities Reports . 

Chapter Activities were presented by representative of the DOF Chapters present. Of the 12 
Chapters present, 8 Chapters gave either a written or verbal presentation of their Chapter's 
activities over the last 6 months. Copies of the written reports are available in the Executive 
Council Archives of this meeting. 

The final order of business was a short presentation by Arthur Iversen, President of Chapter 
169, about the 2016 KWVA DOF Conv.ention. The proposed location is The Waterfront Inn at 
Lake Sumter Landing, The Villages/ Florida and the estimated room cost will be $89.00/night. 
There is a Board Meeting scheduled for Wednesday December 2, 2015 at 11:00 AM at the 
Waterfront Inn at Lake Sumter Landing, in the villages. At t~at meeting all of the final concerns 
about the Convention will be discussed. 

Good of the Order 

Survey Forms for this Council Meeting were collected and will be available in the archives of 
this meeting. A closing prayer was give by the DOF Chaplain Dr. Henry L. Moreland, There was 
then a salute to the colors and the meeting was officially adjourned by President Maxine Parker 
at 4:00 PM . 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Charles "Chuck" Husbands 

Charles "Chuck" Husbands 
KWVA DOF Secretary 


