
KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION 
DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA 

Minutes of Executive Meeting 16 May 2015 

Department of Florida Convention 2015 
John E. Mealy VFW Memorial Post 3282 

5820 Williamson Blvd 
Port Orange, Florida, 32128 

The meeting was called to order by the Department of Florida's President Robert McGuire. The 
invocation was given by the Department of Florida Chaplain Henry Moreland and then the 
National Colors were posted by the Marine Corp League. This was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by the Mickey Tutolo the Department of Florida's Sergeant-at-Arms and the 

singing of the National Anthem led by Pam Morton. 

Welcoming remarks was presented by the Department of Florida's President. Several 
proclamations were presented in commemoration of the KWVA DOF Convention. Robert 
McGuire read a proclamation from Governor Scott on behalf of State of Florida. The Chairman 
of the Volusia County Board Jason Davis read a proclamation from the Volusia County Board. A 
third proclamation from the City of Port Orange was presented by Mayor Allen Green. Each of 

these documents declared May 16, 2015 as "Korean War Remembrance Day." 

The Convention's Guest Speaker Gray Kirkpatrick was introduced by the DOF President. E. Gary 
Kirkpatrick is the Administrator of the Emory L. Bennett Veteran's Nursing Home in Daytona 

Beach, Florida. He described the various nursing homes servicing the Veterans of Florida, and 
the requirements necessary to reside in these facilities. 

Attendance was called and following Executive Board and Appointed Staff members were 

present. 

Robert McGuire, President 
Maxine Parker, l 5tVice President 

"Chuck" Husbands, 2nd Vice President 

T. D. Parrish, 3rd Vice President 

Joan Arcand, Treasurer 
"Chuck" Husbands, Secretary 

Henry Moreland, Chaplain 
Richard Arcand, Judge Advocate 

Eddie Ko, Korean/American Liaison 
Mickey Tutolo, Sgt-at-Arms 
Frank Cohee, KWVA Secretary 
Jake Feaster, KWVA Liaison 



The roll call of Chapters was conducted by Chuck Husbands, DOF Secretary. Fourteen of the 
Twenty Chapters constituting the Department of Florida announced present. The KWVA DOF 
Secretary announced that the number of Chapters reporting met the requirements for a 
meeting quorum. A roll call of Former KWVA Department of Florida Presidents was conducted 
by the current KWVA DOF President, Robert McGuire. The only former Presidents present were 
Jake Feaster and Jim Braford. 

The KWVA DOF Secretary presented two sets of minutes. The first set of minutes covered the 
2014 KWVA Convention May 24, 2014 and the second set of minutes covered the proceedings 
of the General Meeting held on September 20, 2014. Each of the members registered for the 
convention had these meeting notes provided to them. A motion was made from the floor, to 
accept the two sets of minutes provided. This motion was passed and the minutes of the two 
meeting were accepted as written. 

Administrative Reports 

Robert McGuire spoke briefly about the Korean Peace Medal. If you meet the qualifications to 
receive this medal, all you have to do is submit the requested documentation to receive your 
medal directly to the Korean Consulate in Atlanta, GA. Instruction on qualifications and the 
entire process were made available to the membership of the convention. After a sufficient 
number of members in a geographical region have received their medals some form of formal 
presentation will be arranged to recognize each of these individuals personally. 

The KWVA DOF Treasurer, Joan Arcand, made a report indicating the status of the 
Department's finances just prior to the Convention. The report showed that we are slightly 
ahead of last year and still solvent. The current financial report was included in the information 
supplied to each registrant. The Treasurer reminded each Chapter President to review their 
signature cards and check books, savings accounts and CD's to make sure they are up to date_ 
on their signature authority. Banks may not release funds if the signature authority on their 
books is not valid . 

The KWVA DOF Judge Advocate, Richard Arcand, presented an amendment to the KWVA Policy 
Manual. This amendment is designed to eliminate the elected position of the 3rd Vice President 
from the KWVA Department of Florida. Acton on this amendment will take place under new 
business later in this Convention. 

Eddie Ko the KWVA DOF Korean Liaison gave his report. Last fall Eddie was invited by the South 
Korean Government to participate in a trip to the DMZ in Korea to look for MIA bodies. 
Apparently the North Korean Government levies an outrageous price for each body discovered 
and indentified. He spoke briefly about the current leadership in North Korea and how they are 
moving in a dangerous direction. 

The KWVA Liaison, Jake Feaster, spoke briefly on the DOF Database. He indicated that there is 
an ongoing effort to try to establish the status of 161 KWVA members who are listed as inactive 



in the database. Some of the Chapters have greatly reduced the number of inactive members 

but a lot of additional work is necessary. Jake indicated that there are currently 671 Active 
National Members in the 20 DOF Chapters. 

Tom Thiel the Webmaster for the KWVA DOF Website indicated that he will continue to 
manage the Website. He will add to the site Newsletters that are forwarded to him and. replace 
the current By-Laws and procedure as new versions are developed. 

Old Business 

The first item in Old Business was the presentation of Chapter Activities by representative of 
the DOF Chapters Present. Of the 14 Chapters present, 12 Chapters gave either written or 
verbal presentation of their Chapter's activities over the last 6 months. Copies of the written 
reports are available in the Conventions archives. 

The second item of old business was a brief descrip.tion of the date, time and location of the 
2015 September Executive Committee Meeting. The meeting will take place on 19 September 
2015 at the Brevard Veterans Memorial Center, 400 S. Sykes Creek Parkway, Merritt Island. 
The meeting will start at 10:30 PM and lunch will be catered, as last year, by Sonny's. 

New Business 

The first item, of new business, was the resolution to dissolve the position of the 3rd Vice 
President from officer slate of the KWVA Department of Florida. This item was earlier 
discussed by Richard Arcand the KWVA DOF Judge Advocate. Richard indicated that the 
position has recently been removed from the National KWVA slate of officers, and the 
Department of Florida has been having difficulties in filling this position in recent years. A 
motion was made, discussed, and then accepted by a majority vote. The recommendation to 

eliminate the 3rd Vice President DOF position will have a second reading at the Executive 
Committee Meeting in October 2015. 

A discussion was held on the reporting of volunteer hours to receive credit for the KWVA. 
Many of the members of the KWVA DOF volunteer in hospitals, nursing homes, VA Clinics, and 

hospice facilities throughout the year. The discussion was a reminder that the people, in these 
facilities, responsible for forwarding credit for these hours, need to know that the hours have 
been volunteered by KWVA members, and the information passed on to the proper authorities. 

Ted Morford of Chapter 169 asked to bring an item to the convention floor. He indicated that 
he had lost a good friend in the Korean War who was listed as a MIA. The body was never 
found and when he inquired to the Board of the KWVA about their policy on pursuing the 
recovery of MIA bodies he was ignored. Tom Thiel indicated that at the request of Ted Morford 
he had searched the KWVA's National Website and found no policy statement on the KWVA's 
attitude toward MIAs. After some discussion Robert McGuire indicated that he would work 

with Tom Thiel to develop a statement to open a discussion on where the National KWVA Board 



stands on this problem, with the hope that it might ultimately result in a policy statement and 
directive on this concern. 

The selection of the KWVA DOF Officers for the 2015-2016 was held . The nominated 
candidates were: Maxine Parker (Chapter 188} for President, Marcel Cartagea (Chapter 106) for 

l 5
t Vice President, and Richard Arcand (Chapter 14) for 2nd Vice President. After some 

discussion it was voted by the Convention to leave the 3rd Vice President slot vacant. As this 
was an uncontested election a motion was made from the floor to have the KWVA DOF 
Secretary Cast one vote for the nominated slate of candidates. The motion passed and one 
vote was cast to officially elect the nominated slate ofofficers. 

The final order of business was a presentation by Arthur Iversen, President of Chapter 169, to 
propose a site of the 2016 KWVA DOF Convention. The proposed location is The Waterfront Inn 
at Lake Sumter Landing, The Villages, Florida. Art talked about the venue and provided 
estimates of the cost of lodging and meals at this facility. An official vote on the facility must be 
made by the executive board, and if positive, the final vote on the venue will be taken at the 
October 2015 meeting in Merritt Island. An informal vote taken at the Convention indicated 
approval of the proposed venue. 

The closing ceremony was conducted with a closing prayer given by Henry Moreland, followed 
by a salute to the colors. The meeting was officially adjourned at 4:10PM. 

Memorial Service 

At the conclusion of the Convention agenda, a Memorial service was held. Henry Moreland 
opened the ceremony with a prayer, after which the Peace Candle was lit. Members of the 
Executive Council read the names of the 69 KWVA Members from the Department of Florida 
who died during 2014 - 2015. Richard Arcand rang the ship's bell to honor our fallen comrades. 
The memorial service was closed with a prayer by the DOF Chaplain Henry Moreland, and 
members were excused until the beginning of the evening's program. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Charles "Chuck" Husbands 

Charles "Chuck" Husbands 
KWVA DOF Secretary 


