
DoF Convention, May 24, 2014, HISTORIAN REPORT, by Tom 

Thiel 

I have examined several (~5) boxes of accumulated DoF Historic 

materials. These mostly contained binders of photographs and 

newspaper articles, envelopes of photos, loose materials. I 

estimate that 97% of these dealt with DoF chapters. Very little was 
identified specifically to DoF. For example, there were nothing in 

writing explaining why the subjects were shown with Dutch and 

Margo Nelsen of Colorado Springs. Those boxes have been 

reduced to a 3” pile of stuff for a second pass.  

I decided to try something different. DoF History should be in its 

documents—Minutes. Newsletters, and Graybeards. I have some 

minutes; Joan Arcand gave me 14 more on Friday. I have some 

newsletters, albeit not all of them. And thanks to Jim 
Doppelammer and www.kwva.org we all have access to every 

Graybeards written. 

I downloaded all Graybeards from Association to my computer, 

and put them all in one folder on my computer. I indexed this so 
that I can search through all Graybeards. For example, it will find 

all occurrences of the character string “joan arcand” in less than a 

minute on my computer. Same for “department of florida” or 

“169” or “173”. I then examine the pages of those individual 
articles on the screen, and if it was in my opinion historic, I 

extracted it to a new file named DoF History. 

You can find that file under the DoF History link at bottom of 

home page on www.dfl.kwva.org The following reports have been 
written so far: 



 Florida Department KWVA Born on November 12, 1988 

 Ann Carafano Historian Letters 1997-98     

 DoF History DRAFT for COMMENT (from Articles in 
Graybeards and early newsletters) 

 Department Past Officers & Convention Sites    Department 
Newsletters 

Please take a look at it and tell me what you think. 

One more item. Carol Becker, our Photo Historian, has taken 

many thousands of photos for DoF, Chapter 169 and Chapter 188. 

Over the last year, Carol and I have gone over not only her photos 

but all that we have on our computers. We have sorted out DoF 
photos and put them in one folder, PHOTOS (Becker, Thiel, et 

al). These are identified by the date, e.g., “14-05-24 Convention” 

for today.  Inside that will be all the photos Carol and I took plus 

any that you all will send. Individual photos will not likely be 
labeled, but they should be. 

What this means is that most all of what I have been doing with 

History has been to convert to Digital. I hope that is what you had 

in mind. 

 


