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DoF History Report, Sept 28, 2013, by Tom Thiel with Carol Becker 

At the June 5, 2013, DoF Executive 

Board Meeting, I volunteered to try to 

compile a Department of Florida Histo-

ry. 

No one at that meeting was aware of any 

DoF History document. Yet from some 

of the early newsletters I have found 

(now shown on the Department’s Web 

site), we know that Ann Carafano under-

took documenting DoF History. 

However, evidence also exists suggesting 

Ann’s efforts may have been photo 

books, some of which I have examined, 

that do not describe the photos them-

selves; and also seeming to cover more 

Chapters than Department materials. 

I extracted about a dozen pages, which 

have been scanned and uploaded to the 

website. These were returned to the two 

boxes, and they were given to Charlie 

First. 

I have created a roughest of Rough 

Drafts DoF History document (on 

www.dfl.kwva.org), that brings together 

the beginning of a DoF History; view it 

at (do not print!): 

www.dfl.kwva.org/history/0_history.ht

ml 

I compiled this information from mainly 

from two sources: a) DoF Newsletters, 

especially early ones, and b) a key word 

search of all Graybeards for the char-

acter string “Department of Florida.” 

I downloaded all Graybeards to my 

computer, combined them into one pdf 

file, which then was searched for the 

character string “department of florida.” 

This search executes in literally seconds! 

I then downloaded these articles. 

There was one additional source, a table 

of DoF Officers compiled so graciously 

by current Treasurer, Joan Arcand. 

So, that is the document currently on the 

web labeled “DoF History.” 

Since that initial effort, I have had the 

very good fortune to get to know Tom 

Gaffney, DoF President 2000-2002, 

who has given me all the newsletters for 

that period, and some other materials.  

I met with Tom and Mary in early July, 

and have scanned and uploaded most of 

that material to the website. Extracting 

historic information from those newslet-

ters is the next job to be tackled. Tom 

also gave me a book of CID 158 Newslet-

ters and a large cache of photos that I 

need to also assess for DoF historic con-

tent. 

In September, I brought our Photo His-

torian, Carol Becker, into this scene, 

asking her what photos she has and how 

she has collected and managed them.  

As usual for Carol, her reply was very 

prompt. “It took  me all day long to look 

thru my files and see just what I do 

have.” 
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She has books of photos (prints), but 

with DoF interspersed with CID169 and 

possibly 188. I believe that she also has 

many, hopefully all, of these photos in 

digital form. “Now since you know the 

whole story, tell me what I can do to 

help you.” Now you know why we all 

love Carol so much! 

Carol provided me with files of all of her 

photos containing DoF, CID 169 and 

some CID 188 photos. 

I have separated DoF from the others 

and labeled each folder, which Carol had 

labeled with a date, with the name of the 

event the photos represented. (But I did 

not label each photo.) 

I added Carol’s DoF photos and my DoF 

photos to one folder. It is 1.4 GB and 

contains 36 folders and 1,135 photo files. 

The job at hand is to now relates these 

photos to the history inserting them in 

the history as appropriate. Another job 

to be done is to perhaps create history 

components from these photos. 

Now I want to turn to DoF Officers and 

Directors. Somewhere in DoF there are 

from at least 2, and perhaps as many as 

10 boxes of mostly loose-leaf binders full 

of generally unmarked photos, and 

mostly chapter newsletters.  

Someone(s) needs to go through it all 

and decide what is DoF history, and 

what is not. These someone(s) need to 

know DoF History better than I do so 

that they can identify who are in those 

photos and whether or not they are of 

DoF Historic value. 

Some names that come to my mind are: 

Bill and Laurie McCraney, Joan and 

Richard Arcand, maybe Tom Gaffney 

and Jake Feaster, and who else? Proba-

bly no more than one day if done 

properly. 

What we would be doing is converting 

DoF to the digital age. Getting rid of 

those 10 boxes, and ending up with elec-

tronic folders on one or two DVDs, a 

DoF History available to the world on 

the web, and an option for a printed 

copy (book) also a possible option as 

well. 

This must be done quite soon if I am go-

ing to do it because I do not know how 

long I will have to do it. Because of this, 

it would be very helpful to have both 

Carol’s and my replacements also on this 

team. 
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