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I am happy to report that our membership numbers stand at 94 members. 
We regretted the resignation of our 1st Vice Commander Cathy Alessandri, due to family 

commitments as previously reported but are pleased that Edward Posada, a former president 
of the chapter, has taken over to complete her term. 

Chapter 173 is continuing its support to the Wounded Warrior Project Fund begun last 
year. As reported earlier, this support comes from charitable donations from members through 
our monthly 50/50 drawing. 

The first Vic and Marge Haas Scholarship Fund, established last year by the Board of 
Directors in honor Vic who has been a very generous and strong supporter of the chapter was 
awarded in April to Cadet Kai Peters of Colonial High School. 

Adjutant/Morning Calm Editor Bill Russell began a program to collect and maintain 
biographical information on all members of the chapter. 

The chapter continued its efforts to support a Korean War Veterans Carnival Cruise in 
November, by selling raffle tickets for the purchase of a stateroom and other expenses for the 

!t/JI""'.Jl./yJ. winning ticket holder. 
lit/fliT[ ~-----... The chapter's newly organized Color/Honor Guard and Chaplain have been selected by a 

local eh F." to be its official representatives at funeral and burial services. Contributions for 
these services will be donated by the church to the chapter for services rendered. Other fund
raising activities are planned over the Memorial Day weekend at Publix and Walmart utilizing 
the Rose of Sharon. The chapter will participate in the Annual Sanford Memorial Day Parade. 

Chapter members participated in preparation of packages consisting among other items 
as yo-yo's and Frisbees for troops in Afghanistan sponsored by K.!'S.S. In addition to gifts 
provided by chapter members, Sam's Warehouse also made a major contribution. 

The chapter had a sort of reunion at its April meeting. Charlie First and Vic Haas both 
served in the 20th Air Force out of Okinawa at the same time but didn't know it. Vic was setting 
up radar sites on mountain tops and Charlie was flying missions over Korea, and probably over 
those same mountaintops when he wasn't being shot down. 

Our publication, the Morning Calm, continues to report on the construction and delay 
problems facing the opening of the lake Nona VA Medical Center, which was scheduled this fall 
but could be delayed until 2014. 

Our chapter is planning ahead for the two significant dates in Korean War history-
the 62nd Anniversary of the Korean War and the 59th Anniversary of the Ceasefire. We are 
planning a big event on Sunday June 24th for the 62nd Anniversary event that will include a 
concert, wreath and cake-cutting ceremonies, and a special medals awards ceremony 
conducted by Sen. Bill Nelson and his office for veterans of all services and eras. Also plans are 
underway to celebrate the 59th anniversary ofthe Ceasefire, to be held on July 27. 

Submitted by: 

Commander Charles "Chuck" Travers 



