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Introduction
At the June 5, 2013, DoF Executive Board Meeting, I volunteered
to try to compile a Department of Florida History.
No one at that meeting was aware of any DoF History document.
Yet from some of the early newsletters I have found that are now
shown on the Department’s Web site, we know that an early effort was undertaken to document DoF History. (However, evidence also exists suggesting these may have been photo books,
some of which I have examined not describing the photos themselves; and also spanning more chapter than Department.)
This document, which is the roughest of Rough Drafts, brings together extracts of an historical nature we could find mainly from
two sources, a) the few early DoF Newsletters that we have, and
b) a key word search of all Graybeards for the character string
“Department of Florida.”
This material, along with the table of DoF Officers compiled so
graciously by current Treasurer, Joan Arcand, is presented in
chronological order in the pages that follow.
We leave you with the request that should you have early DoF
Newsletters not currently shown on the website,
www.dfl.kwva.org, please contact me. And, if you wish to contribute to this history, please by all means do so.

Tom J Thiel, Editor & Web/Chapt 169
19147 Park Place Blvd
Eustis, FL 32736
352-408-6612
Kwvathiel@gmail.com
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT KWVA BORN ON NOV. 12, 1988.
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1989
38th Parallel, Vol 1, No. 1, January 1989
FIRST DEPARTMENT MEETING
AIRPORT LAKES HOLIDAY INN CHOSEN AS SITE FOR JANUARY DINNER
MEETING
In its first organizational meeting, the Florida Department of the Korean War
Veterans Association will meet at the Airport Lakes Holiday Inn, 1101 N.W.
57 Avenue on January 26, 1989.
The guest speaker for the event will be the Turkish Community leader in
Florida, Mahmut E. Ozan, who will welcome Florida's entry into the KWVA
nationally. He will speak on the role of the Turkish Brigade in the Korean
War, one of the most feared fighting units there.
The agenda will include establishment of policies and procedures that will
govern our organization, future meetings, fund raising for our Memorial in
Washington, D.C., and service activities to assist less fortunate Korean War
veterans, orphans and widows.
The activities will begin at 7:30 with a cash bar and dinner will be promptly
at 8:00. Roast beef is on the menu (but anyone with dietary problems will
be accommodated). The price is $9.95 plus tax and gratuity. You cannot eat
anywhere in Dade County for less. PLEASE BRING YOUR WIFE. Many ladies
will be in attendance.
Treasurer Edward "Ted" Magill will be formally sworn in.
Please call 255-6355 with your desire to attend. We must know by Monday
the 23rd what the head count will be since we have a guarantee to meet.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Incoming Mail, February
DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER DEBUTS IN MARCH
President Jack Edwards has announced the inauguration of a Department of
Florida Newsletter to begin publication in March for the purpose of keeping
the Department Chapters informed and in touch with one another. Vice President Fred Shear has volunteered to edit and publish the newest endeavor
which will be called "INCOMING MAIL" and sent to each Chapter President
and Department Officer on a monthly basis. Since it is being produced on a
Personal Word Processor there will be many limitations but hopefully this
modest beginning will lead to bigger and better things!
COMMUNICATIONS VITALLY IMPORTANT
ATTENTION ALL CHAPTER AND DEPARTMENT OFFICERS: President Edwards
urgently requests all officers to call him on his toll free line AT LEAST ONCE
EVERY TWO WEEKS. This means Chapter Presidents and all Department level Officers.
SICK CALL: MURRAY HAVELIN, Pres. of the Cronan Chapter is seriously ill.
Prayers and cards, please. 7270 Ashland Pl. PH 405, Delray Beach FL 33446.

Incoming Mail, March
DEPT OFFICERS MEET, SET GOALS
Chapter and Department Officers gathered at St Cloud on February 3rd as
guests of the newly founded OSCEOLA CHAPTER. Discussion was held on
fund raising, communications, and State and National problems which will be
covered in the minutes to be sent to each Chapter by the Department Secretary. The proposed By Laws were presented and some changes in the draft
copy made. The Department expresses sincere thanks to PRESIDENT
LONELL HORN for the hospitality of his Chapter.
CONVENTION CALLED FOR ORLANDO AREA IN FALL
President Jack Edwards has called for a state wide Department Convention in
October or November in the Orlando area, the exact location to be chosen by
the site Committee headed by Charly Carafano. Due to the vast difference in
prices, sometimes from day to day, the precise date will be determined with
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the concurrence of the President and announced in INCOMING MAIL in plenty of time to prepare.
DRAFT BY LAWS SUBMITTED
A draft copy of the proposed Department By Laws was given to each attendee at the Department meeting in St Cloud and mailed to those not attending. The following CHANGES were enacted:
Article III, SECTION 2., Para. a), last sentence shall read: "Appointed officials shall not have a vote, except when holding a position normally requiring election."
Article III, SECTION 7., Para. b), shall read: "Failure to attend two (2) consecutive Department meetings without just cause.
Please review the dept. By laws with your chapter members in preparation
for adoption.
KEEP NATIONAL & DEPT UP TO DATE
Chapters are reminded to keep National and Department Headquarters current on Presidents and Secretaries in order to facilitate receipt of information. Chapter and Dept Officers are once more reminded to call President
Jack Edwards at least once in every two weeks and send changes of Chapter
officers to Nancy Monson at National.

Incoming Mail, April
CHAPTER ROSTERS NEEDED
President Jack Edwards needs an up to date roster of each Chapter including
the names recently added from the National list. Chapter Secretaries are
urged to send names as soon as possible in order to clarify discrepancies
and allow the Department to claim its share of the National rebate.
DEPARTMENT STAFF CHANGES
As the result of repeated unsuccessful attempts to communicate with Second
Dept. Vice President Michael Dallet, and his failure to attend the March 3
Department Meeting, President Jack Edwards has reluctantly found it necessary to relieve him of his duties. Phone calls, faxes and Return Receipt mail
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have not elicited any response. Under the 3rd circumstances, President Edwards has appointed V.P. Fred Shear to the 2nd V.P. office and President Joe
Firriolo as 3rd Vice Eddie Lyon President for Chapter the remainder of the
current term. Vice President Firriolo will be responsible for membership,
normally the 2nd V.P.s function, while Fred continues to develop the Department By-Laws and assist Pres. Jack Edwards.

Incoming Mail, June
RETURN CAR RAFFLE TICKETS TO NATIONAL
All sold and unsold car raffle tickets should have been returned to the Reunion Treasurer by 1 June. The address is on the stubs.
DEPARTMENT CONVENTION SET FOR NOVEMBER
President Jack Edwards has called for a State convention to be held the second weekend of November at Kissimmee. The site committee has made arrangements with Shoneys Inn for November 8-9-10. All Department Officers
are requested to be at a specia1 executive meeting Friday morning at 9 AM.
Officers who must travel long distances may check in Thursday P.M. Rooms
will be available. The site committee has negotiated a reasonable room rate
for the convention. The hotel is within easy travel distance to Disney World
and Paramount Studios. More details including banquet costs and reservation info will be provided in future issues.
DEPT. OF FLA. PATCH AVAILABLE
THE SUNCOAST CHAPTER has obtained a source for the newly revised Department patch which was adopted at the February meeting. Call Pres. Edwards on the 800 number to order them. They are $5 each, plus shipping,
available on consignment.
UNIFORM STANDARDS SUGGESTED
As chapters become active more members are wearing uniforms to establish
a KWVA identity. UNIFORM means just that, but no official criteria have been
established. Pres. Edwards suggests that the Department fix their own
guidelines: White shirt, black or navy blue trousers, black shoes and socks,

3

1996
black tie, and black or white belt. The blue blazeris worn on formal occasions. "Fort Knox" hat preferred.
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Officers and Appointments as of Nov 97
President - Fredrick L Shear
1st Vice Pres - Joseph Finiolo
2nd Vice Pres - Dr. Ralph Levy
3rd Vice Pres - Mort Rosen
FounderlPast Pres - Emmett Benjamin
Past Pres - Jack Edwards
Secretary - Peter Palmer
Treasurer - George L. Spitzer
Judge Advocate - Charles Carafano
Sgt-at-Arms - Frank Poivaznic
Historian Amelia Caraiano
Public Information Officer David W. Hanson
Veteran Service Officer Dr. Vito M. Rao
Editor Incoming Mail Gordon L. Bennett
The following is a list ofthe KWV A
Chapters in the State of Florida.
Capital City Chapter, Tallahassee, FL 32301
Col. A. Gritsavage Chapter, Deltona, FL 32738-4314
Florida Gulf Coast Chapter, Cape CoraL FL 33990-2332
South Dade Chapter
Lt. R.E. Cronin Chapter, Boca Raton, FL33487
Treasure Coast Chapter
Wm. E. Charrette MOH Central Florida Chapter, Lake Wales, FL 33853
Eddie Lyon Chapter, Davie, FL
Chapter 153, Orange City, FL 32763
Osceola Chapter, St Cloud, FL
Suncoast Chapter, St. Petersburg, FL 33703 813-522-6496
Incoming Mail, December
PRESIDENT EDWARDS SETS GOALS:
As I mentioned at the convention, my primary goals are to unify, improve and expand our Department. Your input is crucial to accomplishing this. If there is something you don't like, let me know. By the same token, if you feel we are heading in
the right direction, let us know that too. Without your support, moral and financial,
we cannot go anywhere.
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THERE WILL BE A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AT KISSIMMEE AT 10:00
ON 24 Jan 98. All Dept officers and Chapter Presidents (or designated representatives) were asked to attend.
NOTIFICATION OF ANNUAL ASSESSMENT
A proposal by the Executive Council that a levy of one dollar ($1.00) per member is
assessed against each Chapter to help provide operating expenses for the Department was approved by the membership at the Annual Business Meeting on 25 October 1997.
An operating budget not to exceed $2,500.00 in expenditures by the Department
adopted at this meeting.
The Department Officers wish to bring to the attention of the chapter members that
this assessment against slightly over 500 members, as determined bya compilation
at the meeting, covers only twenty percent of the budget.
Support of Department fund raising efforts is essential. Please support your Department.
It was decided arbitrarily that the assessment would be based on the number of
members claimed by your chapter on 1 Jan. 98. IT IS BASED ON THE HONOR SYSTEM. It is due before 1 March 1998.
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Incoming Mail April
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
DEPARTMENT MEETING
Saturday, 15 April 1998 - from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. It will be at AMVETS
Post l5, Fort Pierce. Lunch will be provided by the Treasure Coast Chapter.
BE SURE TO HAVE A DELEGATE WITH VOTING POWERS AT THIS MEETING.
STATE CONVENTION
Two sites are available. The Inn on the Lake, at Sebring (where the 1st convention was held in 1995) and the Radisson Resort Hotel on the beach at
Fort Pierce. We will be inspecting this one in conjunction with the meeting,
so please arrive on time. THE CONVENTION SITE WILL BE CHOSEN AT THIS
MEETING.
NATIONAL CONVENTION
The Department has secured a block of rooms at the Best Western Tyson's
Comer Hotel.
DEPARTMENT DUES
Once more, this matter will be discussed at the Department meeting. We will
also discuss what action, if any, to take concerning non-paying chapters. Extensions can be requested, and reasonable excuses will be decided by the
attendees.
OTHER ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED
By-laws revisions - Fund raising - Tallahassee monument progress - KoreanAmerican Appreciation Day - and an agenda for our delegates to bring to the
National Convention.

Incoming Mail, May-June
STATE CONVENTION – Oct.29 through Nov. 1, 1998. Hosted by the Treasure
Coast Chapter, at The Radisson Beach Resort, North Hutcinson Island.
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January/February, 1999, Graybeards
Fred Shear, Department of Florida President, congratulates Maurice Balan of
the Lt. R.E. Cronan Chapter, winner of the M-1 rifle raffled off at the State
Convention in Fort Pierce 31 October 1998. Department Officers elected until
March, 2000 are Fred Shear, reelected President; Ralph Levy, Mort Rosen
and Jimmy Williams Vice Presidents; Joe Firriolo Secretary and George
Spitzer Treasurer.
Xxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Veterans Voice, Volume I, Edition 1, May 30, 2000
Gaffney, MacLean, Dadswel/, Cedro, O'Donnell, Sterchele Elected to lead
Department Operations for term 2000-2001

SWEARING IN of Department Florida KWVA Officers by National Director
Jack Edwards (in left foreground). From left to right: Tom Gaffney.
President; Bob MacLean, 1st Vice-President; Clarence Dadswell, 2nd VicePresident; Jim O'Donnell, Treasurer; Ted Cedro, 3rd Vice-President; Chuck
Sterchele, Secretary. The Ceremony took place Saturday evening, 11 March
2000 at the 43th Fighter Group Restaurant in Orlando, FL, marking the 5th
annual Dept Convention.

President’s Message
This administration takes office committed to a handful of simply stated
objectives. We will strive to avoid all goo-goo terminology of contemporary
bureaucratic, mystique-creating, pronouncements. We were numbered
among and in the van of the 'Greatest Generation'. Hence, our pJace in
history is-preserved -"been there, done that!". There is nothing left to prove.
Our aims are to expand, to communicate, to render constituency service,
and let simple arithmetic tell the financial costs.
With sixteen (16) chapters on-line, DoF's goal envisions addltional chapters
operating in East Volusia County, the Jacksonville/St. Augustine area,
Brevard County Sarasota, Bradenton and Naples areas by convention time
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(end of April) 2001. 2nd VP Clarence Dadswell will point the way in this
expansion/recruiting function.
Judge Advocate Jake Feaster coordinates the Email correspondent network
in a masterly fashion. This edition we believe, introduces a unique conceptas to what functions an association publication should serve. It will relate
news of chapters, their members, and issues of State and national
importance that concern and unites all.
The Department WebSite http://kwva.8m.com has undergone a complete
overhaul, with its signature original design of the Department of Florida logo.
Enough cannot be said in praise of our resident Webmaster, David "Mike"
Dershimer.
DoF commitment to constituency service, steered by 1st VP Bob MacLean, is
designed to serve the needs of all members, or non-members in need whose
cases have "fallen between the cracks" of the current VA system and
procedures, oftentimes found ill-designed to meet the needs of the veterans
community.
Our financial status is meager in size but disclosable to all questioners. We
welcome and encourage constructive criticism. Vacuous rhetorical flourishes
we will dismiss summarily -"What alternative solution do you offer?"
The first Full Executive Council wil conveoe 1000 hours, Saturday 3 June
2000 in the OFAS Building in Orlando's NTC (decommissioned), 2500 Leahy
Ave in Orlando.
Venue of the second quarterly Council meeting, in early fall 2000, will
consider the turf of the Gulf Coast Chapter 155 in the Southwest of this
great State.
Finally, exercise your right to vote in the KWVA national elections. The blue
colored ballot is enclosed in the Mar-Apr 2000 'Election Issue' of The
Graybeards. The ballot is to be returned by July 10, 2000_
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Veterans Voice, Volume I, Edition 2, July 27,2000
CAPPING THE CAPITOL CITY COMMEMORATION!

THE PAYOFF: On a bright Tallahassee Saturday afternoon, 24 June 2000, the
Korean War Memorial is debt-free. From l. to r. Colonel Charley Price USA
(Ret.), DoF KWVA Director of Legislative Affairs; "The Donor" His Honor, the
Mayor of Capitol City, Scott Maddox; LTC Robin Higgins, Director FL Dept of
Veterans Affairs; Tom Gaffney, President DOF KWVA.

President Gaffney’s Message

June 25, 2000 was certainly this pre-millennium year's high point for the Korean War veterans community of our expanding State. Back it up one day,
and several of us had the good fortune to participate in a Tallahassee afternoon that saw the $38,000 Memorial construction shortfall disappear with
the swipe of Mayor Scott Maddox's pen. Thanks go out to the extreme generosity of the good people of our Capitol city. We cannot say enough about
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the enabling efforts of the DOF KWVA Director for Legislative Affairs, Col
Charley Price.
The day was a moment of high elation by
universal vote, though the odd naysayer
or so can always comprise a committee of
one unto themselves. Our front page caps
the moment. The map is courtesy of the
city's principal newspaper, The Tallahassee Democrat, 25 Jun 00.
Throughout the state, KWVA Chapters led
the salutes to the 50th Anniversary of the
Korean War startup. Tributes were heard
from the pulpits and altars of the many
diverse houses of worship across the vast
area of the 4th largest state.
Currently we are the beneficiaries of a period of high energy, enthusiasm and excitement. The themes of our administration must remain constant: expansion, inclusion never exclusion, restriction, speaking to husbanding of resources!
We are living through a onetime opportunity, the Commemorative Period of
June 25 2000 - November 11, 2003. Need we remind anyone that “Our
shadows are not getting any longer”?
The commemorative period creates a prime environment for opening chapters and recruiting first time and retreaded members for existing chapters.
We are tying in closely with efforts of National Membership Chairman Jerry
Lake of Tappan NY, as well as with grass roots expansion by existing chapters into adjacent, neighboring communities. The Department will also provide listings of at-large members, sorted in zip code sequence, to chapter
presidents and membership chairmen.
At Tallahassee, we heard Col Cain, filling in for MG RonaJd Harrison, NG Adjutant General, inveigh against "No more Task Force Smith". The survivors
of that gallant shell of a 1st Bn/21st Inf ''Gimlets''/24th Division affirm the
wisdom of that appeal!
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We dignify that passage in our lives of the early 50's, by erecting our State
Korean War Memorials, going into the nation's schools to "Tell America", and
exulting in the fellowship/camaraderie of our gatherings.

THE FIRST TRIBUTE: The conclusion of the Re-dedication event with Lt. Govenor Frank Brogan and Dept FL President Tom Gaffney placing a wreath at
the front center of the broken "Circle of Life", With Master of Ceremonies R.
Milligan, State Comptroller / Ret. LGen USMC, and VIP’s looking on.
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
March/April, 2000, pg. 42, Graybeards
Florida Remembers: Dept. of Florida President Fred Shear addresses those
gathered for the Dedication of the Florida Korean War Veteran’s Memorial,
recognizing the contributions of all Korean War veterans, especially those
who made the supreme sacrifice for freedom. Fred Shear, president of the
KWVA Department of Florida, spoke of the war from a Marine infantryman’s
point of view, citing the extraordinary heroism of those who died, regardless
of their branch of service. Dutifully following orders which they knew put
them in harm’s way, they went ahead without protest. He spoke of a war
fought with “leftover weapons, left over ammo, left over rations and left over
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men WWII ‘retreads’)” mentioning that even the medals for wounds and
bravery were left over, having been struck for the anticipated WW II invasion of Japan, then recycled for the Korean War.
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
July/August, 2000, pg 40, Graybeards
Swearing in Officers of the Department FL KWVA by Jack Edwards National
Director, in right foreground. Facing Edwards, from left to right is Tom
Gaffney, President; Bob MacLean, 1st Vice-President; Clarence Dadswell,
2nd Vice-President; Jim O’Donnell, Treasurer; Ted Cedro, 3rd vice-President
and Chuck Sterchele, State Secretary. (Thanks Tom for photo. Congratulations
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Veterans Voice, Volume 1, Edition 3, Sept 15-23,2000
Department Observes 27 July 53 Armistice @ National Reunion in Arlington
24-29 July 2000, Arlington VA.
A Dept of Florida delegation attended the KWVA 16th Annual Reunion, at the
Sheraton National Hotel, Arlington. President Harley Coon held a “Welcome
Party”, admission paid at the door, Mon 24 Jun at 1900 hours.
The Executive Board conducted business Tues 25 Jul from 0830 hours till
1500 hours. Wed, 26 Jun the General Membership Meeting, culminating in
the announcement of the election returns, ran from 0900 hours well into the
noon hour. Election results were published in the most recent edition of
Graybeards.
Participation in the election process increased in the range of 200 percent
since the last reunion in Mobile, AL Sep '99.
In the afternoon, a Pentagon tour was provided for those interested.
The highpoint of the gathering, Thur 27 Jul, was the Armistice Ceremony at
the Korean War Memorial on the Mall, beginning at 1000 hours. Later, a
wreath laying took place at the Plaza of the Unknowns in Arlington National
Cemetery.
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Thursday evening, festivities continued at the traditional banquet, heralded
by the Marine Corps Drum and Bugle Corps. A US Army combo provided dinner music.
Featured speakers were Sen. Paul Sarbanes of MD and Lt. Gen Nels Running
of the 50th Commemoration Committee. There was a sizeable delegation
from the UK present.
The evening concluded with swearing in of officers, and drawings for door
prizes and weapons.
DOF KWVA DELEGATION At the 'Point', Korean War Memorial, on
the Mall. Wash D.C., 27
July 2000. From left to
right: Carol Becker, Historian Lake Co Ch#169;
Ted Trousdale, National
Director and VP, Osceola Ch#124; DOF Secretary Chuck Sterchele:
DOF President Tom
Gaffney; Mary Gaffney; Ed Magill, National 1st VP; C. Carafano, VA/VS Chap
#153; DOF Historian Amy Carafano; Helen and Angelo Saccente; Francis
and Frank Nicolo.

President Gaffney’s Message
In office, any administration worth its salt should be constantly introspecting
whether it is really promoting the general welfare of the Korean War veterans membership. Has camaraderie increased? Have communications improved? Are memorials in word and stone being constructed? Has amity with
the Korean-American community been furthered?
If Department functions become another meaningless "moving up through
the chairsd' annual, parliamentary procedure exercise, then we're just another in a long line of stumble fumble and trip dance of 'retireds', mouthing
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the current cliche of preference "Been there, done that!" You would think
that we have long passed the "Hey, look at me” stage. That curtain should
have fallen when your kid homered or struck out in the last Little League
game.
At the annual National Reunion, we were told that Ed Daily, keynote speaker
of the '99 Mobile National Reunion, has been expunged from the membership due to his specious testimony re: No-guen-ri -when he was never there,
in addition to several other falsehoods concerning his military record. Also, it
seems that a Joe Shearer, ex-president of a Cleveland OH chapter, positioned himself in President Coon's entourage for the 50th anniversary doings
in Seoul. Turns out he was not the combat hero he portrayed himself as,
since he didn't pipeline into Korea till Oct '53, three months after the armistice. Lord, preserve the integrity of our and all other associations from the
scourge of WANNABEs, past, present, and pluperfect.
The first plank in this administration's platform was to prospect the funding
“shortfall' in order to complete our State Memorial. The achievement was
due largely to the efforts of Charley Price, our Director of Legislative Liaison
Affairs. The article "Forgotten War Not a Forgotten Monument.” VETERANS
POST, August 2000, p. 17 states that case.
The national membership figure, obtained at the Reunion from the records of
Administrative Director Nancy Monson, stands at 14,750, effective 25 July
2000. Florida comes in w/2,062 as of 11 Aug 2000, a substantial 14 percent+!
The membership was informed of the sound financial position the National
now enjoys. The root cause of our previous financial difficulties will now be
redressed in Federal Court -see BELOW. We boast of a $570,000 combined
checking/savings account balance, debt free! To do this, Annual dues were
raised thirty three (33) percent.
Fine, time for some give-back, reapportionment, revenue-sharing, fiscal federalism. It would seem timely to focus on an equitable reallocation of those
revenues back to the source - the Departments and Chapters therein.
---------ST LOUIS FEDERAL COURT INDICTS EX-KWV A TREASURER FOR FRAUD
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From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
25 August 2000
EAST ST. LOUIS
Ex-treasurer is accused of stealing.
The former treasurer of the National Korean War Veterans Association was
accused Thursday in U.S. District Court in East St. Louis of stealing
$240,000 from the organization.
According to the charges, John P. Maison of Fairview Heights, who also goes
by the name of Paul J. Markowitz, 66, used his position with the organization
to draw checks and use credit cards for his own use.
The unauthorized use of those accounts constitutes mail fraud, the charges
said.
Maison became treasurer of the association in 1994, and the abuse happened from then until 1997, officials say. The charges also accuse Maison of
lying about his military service. Court records state that he was discharged
"in other than honorable conditions" in January 1953.
---------In a related item, the Belleville News-Democrat, also 25 Aug, said: "Items
purchased for his own use with Korean War Veterans Association credit cards
and checks included such things as audio visual equipment, jewelry, airline
tickets, magazine subscriptions, and a pornographic videotape the indictment states.
Maison hid from other members of the executive board a financial report
completed by a certified public accountant in October 1994. The report was
critical of the organization giving one person control over all its finances, according to the indictment.
Maison resigned his position shortly after a preliminary audit in February
1997 by Fairview Heights accountant Stan Myrda. Maison had told the accountant that a Check written for $5,000 cash on Aug 8, 1996, was used to
pay a convention bill at the Adams Mark Hotel in St. Louis.
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"The accountant later discovered that the bill was actually paid for by a Korean War Veterans Association credit card, and that the $5,000. check was
deposited into Maison's personal checking account", the indictment states.
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Veterans Voice, Volume I, Edition 4, December 15-25, 2000
The DOF KWVA held the 2nd Executive Council meeting of the 2000-2001
term at Cape Coral, FL, home base of the Gulf Coast Chapter 155 Sat 23
Sept 2000.
Pictured at left are
the elected officers: from l. to r.
Treasurer Joan
Arcand, 3rd VP
Ted Cedro, 1st VP
Robert Maclean,
Pres. Tom Gaffney
, 2nd VP Clarence
Dadswell, and
Sec'y/Adj Chuck
Sterchele.
The Council addressed several issues of vital importance to the organization.
Our thanks and gratitude go forth to VFW Harney Point #8463 and its Post
Manager, Chip Morosco.
After roll call of officers, chapter presidents, and chapter delegates, the President reported the resignation of the Dept Treasurer. Joan Arcand was
placed in nomination by Jack Edwards, motion seconded, and approved
unanimously.
Minutes of the last Executive Council meeting, 3 June 00 at the DF AS Bldg,
Orlando were distributed and accepted by the Council.
The newly elected Treasurer then submitted an "Interim Financial Report". It
was accepted.
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The President submitted a DOF KWVA line item Operating Budget, detailing
Expenditures vs. Revenues. This was approved by vote of Council. Motion
was made by Joe Madeline, seconded by Sam Farina, unanimously passed.
This was historic in that it was the first Department line item budget ever
submitted and approved by the DOF KWVA Executive Council. The budget
submitted and approved covers a fiscal period of July I, 2000 - June 30,
2001.
A motion was made by Joe Madeline, approved by the Council to draw up a
resolution to the National KWVA Exec Council meeting in session on Oct 2829 at St. Louis, MO, requesting the National Board of Officers to grant a
fractional return of annual dues remitted to the Department and Chapters
therein. Charley Price, Director of Legislative Affairs, will frame the language
of the resolution. Ted Trousdale, National Director and present as the authorized designee of Osceola Chapter#124, will present the resolution in St.
Louis.
Latest revisions to the bylaws, prepared by Bylaws committee Chairman
Jake Feaster, w/Bili Trinchitella, and Tom Campbell, were distributed to the
Council for study, review, and amendments, with an eye toward approval by
the DOF Member ship at Reunion 2001.
Ed Fenton submitted a report on the status of POW/MIA matters at National/State level.
Bob Johnson submitted a proposal proposing the Adam's Mark Hotel, the
Landing. downtown Jacksonville, for Reunion 2001. Chapter Presidents said
they must get back to their chapters on this. There were many unanswered
questions on the subject, which require further clarification by the underconstruction Adams Mark.
Subsequent deliberations by the Exec Council resulted in the selection of the
Holiday Inn, Ocala, for the period May 9 -13, 2001. DETAILS ON REUNION
2001 WILL FOLLOW!
Xxxxxxxxxxxx
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March/April, 2001, pg 4, Graybeards
President’s Message, Harley Coon, President, KWVA,
The Department of Florida. has grown to 22 chapters thanks to the Department President Tom Gaffney.
I want to thank the Department of Florida President Tom Gaffney for his
hard work and working with Al Silvano of the MOPH in helping the Korean
touring cultural dancers. They performed in 7 cities in Florida and 2 cities in
South Carolina. After each performance they presented each Korean Veteran
with a large medallion. There were over 2,000 medallions presented to Korean War Veterans.
xxxxxxxxxx
Veterans voice, Volume I, Edition 5, March 31, 2001
KWVA HOSTS "WINTER EVENT 2001" FOR KACF IN FLORIDA
Troupe Performances Staged in eight FL cities
Veterans honored with Medallions
On Sunday, 10 December 2000, at the
Clarion Hotel & Conference Center, the
Jacksonville Airport Complex, this Dept. FL
administration entered upon a unique, totally unplanned-for, but in the end, a very
self-fulfilling project. The Military Order of
the Purple Heart Region IV(Southeast US),
in the person of Commander AI Silvano of
Beaufort SC, had agreed to sponsor a performance tour of the Korean American
Cultural Foundation (KACF), from Seoul,
through selected Florida cities.
This cultural exchange institute, the KACF,
had three prior American tours under its
belt known as Winter 1999, Winter 2000, Summer 2001. This would be
their fourth on the North American continent, ''WINTER 2001 - Korea Has
Come to You-A Salute to the Korean War Veterans"! The MOPH decided, re1
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alistically, that it did not have sufficient resources in the state of Florida 'to
go this one alone'. So, the MOPH did the prudent thing in calling upon a
brother veterans organization for big-time assistance.
Cmdr Silvano contacted KWV A National President Coon, a justifiably proud
life member of the MOPH. Bolstered by KWV A colleagues Charley Carafano,
Rudy Meares, James Paek, and Chung Park, this MOPHlKWVA coalition
hammered out a demanding schedule that would take a troupe of 60 university students, artists, musicians, artisans, academic professors and deans
through eight (8) Florida cities starting in Tallahassee 30 January, leaving
Florida after a 7 Feb performance in Jacksonville!
A grand finale would take place in the Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) theater and Officers Club, Beaufort SC, at a final performance with an awards
banquet following, on Friday evening, 9 February 2001.
The internationally acclaimed 'Event' at scheduled stops would consist of:
A performance and exhibition of Korean cultural arts, engaging the talents of
50 young adult Korean performers. Each showing was to run one hour and
twenty minutes with precise Korean efficiency. Admission would be FREE.
The show would reach out to USIUN Command veterans, the KoreanAmerican communities and the general public.
Presentation of Freedom Medallions of Appreciation to USIUN Command Korean War Veterans, who served in combat and support operations during the
37 month period of June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953. Responsibility for qualifying recipients was vested with the individual chapter presidents, which included inspection of DD214s of ' walk-ins' at each of the scheduled performances. (much more on this in the referenced DoF Newsletter)
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Veterans Voice, Volume I, Edition 5, March 31, 2001
Recollections of Department Treasurer, USN Nurse, FECOM, 01151 thru
09157. Lt. Joan (Tyrell) Arcand.
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"Upon being commissioned in September
1950, I immediately became part of the
Korean War. At the Philadelphia Naval
Hospital in Jan '51, I was aware of the
large number of amputees and frostbite
cases from the Chosen Reservoir.
Reassigned to Oakland Naval Hospital, we
opened "San Leandro", adjacent to the
main hospital awaiting 2500 patients from
hospital ships, air evacuations and troop
transports. The main hospital handled the
casualties. I was assigned a post-surgical
Lt. Joan (Tyrell) Arcand, USN
Nurse Corps, Oakland (CA) Naval Hospital '52

ward of 70-80 patients off a hospital ship
w/duties consisting of continuing treatment, recording awards and promotions

and arranging transportation to a military hospital nearest the patient's
home.
On Guam, in January '53, mainly, I remember WWII equipment, supplies,
Quonset huts for quarters, and typhoons.
Yokosuka Naval Hospital in Japan held 5000 beds. From May '53, on notice I
would be called to admit and care for air evacs from Korea. It took days to
clean the dirt of the battlefield and weeks of healing that followed .
I was assigned a hepatitis ward with 200 patients in various degrees of wellness. On 3-11 shift" I had 5 wards of equal or smaller size, and an equivalent number of Corpsmen assigned. At Christmas time '53, we gave a whole
new meaning to love & peace on earth."
Xxxxxxxxxxxxx
Veterans Voice, Volume II, Edition 1 June 25, 2001
We Remember Col Alice M. Gritsavage (1OO2 -411612001)
OCALA -Alice M. Gritsavage, who was chief nurse of the Far East command
during the Korean War and Gen. Douglas MacArthur's nursing consultant,
died in her sleep I Monday, 16 Apr at the Emory L. Bennett Veterans Nursing
I home, Daytona Beach. She was 99, b. Apr 7, 1902.
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Raised in the small coal mining town of
Glen Lyon, PA, Col Alice was a wellorganized and dedicated student who received her nurse's training at Kings
County Hospital in Brooklyn NY, earned a
pharmacist's degree from Temple Univ,
PA, and eventually was admitted to the
degree of Master of Science in Nursing
Administration, Incarnate Word in San Antonio, TX.
In WWII, she was drafted into the US Army and served in Africa, France and
Italy. She received the Italian Cross of Merit, the Bronze Star, two (2) Legion of Merit, the Korean Service Medal, WW II Victory medal.
Retiring as a colonel in 1962 after 20 years of service, in 1995 at the dedication of the Korean Memorial in Wash, she ignored the heat and walked the
mile long parade route with her fellow veterans.
The first FL KWVA chapter organized in 1988, was named for Col Gritsavage.
She was active in veterans affairs until 1998. A memorial service was held at
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church Full military honors by US Army were accorded at graveside. (More see source Newsletter.)
Xxxxxxxxxxxxx
Veterans Voice, Volume II, Edition 1 June 25, 2001
Dept. FL KWVA 6th Annual
Reunion Gathers at Ocala
Gaffney Returned to Presidency; Price, Sterchele, Madeline,
Firriolo Complete Coalition
Ticket
Swearing-in: l to r, Pres. Tom
Gaffney, 1st VP Charlie D.
Price, 2nd VP Joe Madeline,
3rd VP Joe Firriolo, SectyTreas Chuck Sterchele
4
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Veterans Voice, Volume II, Edition 1 June 25, 2001
THE DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA KWVA CODE OF ETHICS, DRAFTED MAY
2000
PREAMBLE
To establish the ground rules for the conduct of all our Officers, Chapters,
and Members in dealings with all fellow members and the general public, as
it concerns the KWVA, are written below as general guidelines.
The intent is to eliminate the causes of all misconceptions and innuendoes
we have experienced that created misunderstandings, anger and frustration,
and eliminate negative rhetoric concerning one another. We must all understand that our main purpose is veterans helping veterans. We have the necessary talent, the membership and hopefully, the wherewithal to make the
Florida Department and the individual Chapters all we desire and envision
them to be, IF we work together “as a team.”
THE CODE
1. We will act with integrity, dignity and in an ethical manner in our dealings
with each other and with the public.
2. We will practice and encourage our fellow members to act in a professional and ethical manner that will reflect credit upon them selves and the
KWVA.
3. We will refrain from all verbal or written criticism of another member of
the Department or Chapter. Disagreements, pettiness, personality clashes, disputes, etc. are to be worked out between the parties or in the case
of a major dispute, mediated by an independent party appointed by the
Judge Advocate - either on a Department or Chapter level, as required.
Disputes or criticism are never to be aired in individual Chapter or Department Newsletters, or email transmissions, without exception.
4. Each individual member of the Florida Department of the KWVA will strive
to maintain and improve the image of our Department and each Chapter
in the department.
5. No member shall for any reason, encourage or otherwise participate in
the formation of another Chapter in direct competition with an existing
5
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Chapter in a particular area. If a member is unhappy or dissatisfied, the
ethics rule #3 should apply.
6. Above all, the use of reasonable and common sense judgment is encouraged As with any Code or set of Rules, the above does not cover each
and every situation and are simply guidelines to be followed. By doing so,
we will create a positive image for each other, the public perception, and
for future KWVA members.
V. N. "Buck" Rogers, Chaplain
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
July/August, 2001, pg.4, , Graybeards
President’s Message, Harley Coon, President, KWVA, Early May I attended
the Department of Florida reunion and was asked to lead the pledge at the
board meeting. The hospitality room was loaded with food, they even had a
6 foot submarine sandwich and that was a mouth full. I met a lot of Korean
War veterans and had a great time. I was given a VIP tour of the Ocala Veterans Memorial and it is a great memorial covering all wars.
Xxxxxxxxxxxx
July/August, 2001, pg 43, Graybeards
Department of Florida Officers (l to r)
Thomas Gaffney President, Charley
Price 1st VP, Joseph Madeline 2nd
VP, Joseph Firriolo 3rd VP, Chuck
Sterchele Secretary/Treasurer.
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Veterans Voices, Volume II, Edition 2, September 15, 2001
Dept. FL KWVA Executive Council Convenes in Orlando; approves Budget;
Finalizes Decision on State Memorial
18 Aug 200 I, the Executive Council Dept. FL met at the DFAS Building in
Orlando. Fifteen of the State's Chapters were represented by their Presidents
or designees, Dept. appointed officers, the National l SI VP, 2 National Directors, and guests for a total of 41 in attendance.
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Jim Sloan, legal counsel for the FDVA, spoke of the State memorial centerpiece sculpture status. The Council voted unanimously, to detach the combat
boots element from the rifle/helmet figure prior to final installation.
Phil Meskin, publisher of VETERANS POST explained the changes undergone
in pricing and distribution of his product.
The DOF budget for this year was reviewed & approved The DOF bylaws, after an exhaustive 5 year overhaul and extension were distributed by DOF JA
Col Jake Feaster.
In the afternoon session, objective and evaluative reports on the KWV A National Reunion were given by National 1st VP Ed Magill, National Director Ted
Trousdale, newly elected National Director Jack Edwards, DoF 1st VP Charley
Price, Pres. Tom Gaffney.
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Veterans Voices, Volume II, Edition 2, September 15, 2001
President’s Message
Cliché that it may be, we have reached a 'watershed point' in our structural
and representational relationship with the National Association leadership.
Our Department leadership was present at the 2001 'National' Reunion in
Crystal City, Arlington VA. I was joined at the 25 July Executive Council session by Charley Price and 'Chuck' Sterchele. A glutton for something or other, evidently, I stayed on through the General Membership meeting 26 July
2001. The highpoint of the session, to steal a line from Ed Magill, National
1st Vice-President, speaking at our Executive Council meeting Saturday 18
August 2001, was the election of Jack Edwards to the National Board of Directors.
On a linear track, I would question the definition of "General Membership".
KWVA National claims a 'soft figure' strength of 16,000. Yet, at 'National'
Reunions, there is difficulty raising a quorum of 100 for the 'General Membership meeting. We saw this in Mobile '99, and again, last year in Arlington.
Six weeks ago, an unlogged head count was trumpeted to be 108! On insistence from a member of the Central Long Island chapter, a sign-in pad was
circulated and produced 83 names! At best, this was the number voting on
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changes to the bylaws (a required 2/3 of the quorum present!). Ten minutes
later, a motion to keep a Past President indefinitely suspended, yielded 57 Y,
10 N, 2 Abstaining - Total of 69! 83 and 69 represent less than ½ of 1% of
the national membership - voting on issues affecting 16,000!
Why, we had 65 at our Membership Meeting in Ocala, all signed in and accredited under the watchful eye of Sergeant-at-Arms Pete McKay.
So much for the concept of “General Membership!” Let's discuss the descriptor 'National' as in National Reunion. What we saw in Crystal' City were
mainly folks from Ohio and Maryland. Have nothing against Buckeyes - Mary
was born In Akron, and old 'Deuce' buddy Joel Davis from Toledo tuned me
in to the KWVA. 22 of the 32 journal ads were from Ohio Chapters, individuals, and business firms. One (1) ad from the populous state of NY; 1 apiece
from CA, IL, GA, CO, TX - you get the picture!
National issues should be treated as initiatives and decided through referenda, preprinted and included on the same ballot for election of officers. As a
centerfold "Graybeards" insertion, this would be a doable "quick fix" solution.
Restructuring of the national Association would minimize travel and optimize
proportional representation. Back issues of "Graybeards" yield evidence that
regional restructuring has been seriously considered in the past, project
planning assigned to specific directors, but not addressed again since the
coming of the present administration.
For this time we'll close with an observation re the number of KWVA Departments operative as of this date. Article V, DEPARTMENTS AND CHAPTERS 1. Departments, Section 1. Location states:
"Each of the United States, United States Territory (American Samoa, District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands), as well as a Department(s) for the nations of the United Nations Command and Korea, shall
be designated as a Department upon the establishment of two or more certified chapters within said department."
Currently there are 13 Departments. Conformity w/existing bylaws mandates 29 Departments!
Xxxxxxxxxxxx
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Veterans Voices, Volume II, Edition 2, September 15, 2001
KOREA - THE POW STORY
2,730 died while POW's; 1,600 in the first winter. 4,428 were repatriated,
escaped or released due to extreme medical conditions. 21 refused repatriation, 11 retained against their will, subsequently released. In Dec 1953, 470,
known to have been POWS, had not been released. That number has been
reduced to 389. Total POWs (known) is 7,579. The MIA figure at 8,177.
Thirteen Anny chaplains died in Korea, 26 were injured in battle and a total
of 567 received 683 decorations. But the man whose story best sums up the
glory of the Chaplain Corps and points up its vital importance as we confront
another Communist enemy is Emil Joseph Kapaun. A Catholic priest from
Kansas, Kapaun was captured by the Chinese Communists when he stayed
behind to care for the wounded of his 8th Cavalry Regiment. He had already
proved himself in fire so thick that once his pipe was shot out of his mouth.
But now in the bleak freezing hell of the prison camp, Chaplain Kapaun became the center of resistance to the Communists' relentless efforts to break
down American integrity and persuade men to confess to crimes they never
committed and convert to Communism.
An example of faith and courage he repeatedly risked his life to steal food
and medicine that kept his men alive and would regularly share his starvation ration with those who needed it more. It was easy to welcome death as
an escape from days and nights of continuous suffering. But Chaplain Kapaun's fierce faith inspired his men to cling to life. The death rate in a nearby camp where conditions were no worse was IO times higher. The Chaplain
was a main target of brainwashing but he resisted with such a brilliant mixture of sarcasm, logic and courage, the Chinese gave up. They did not even
punish him with the kind of brutality they meted out to others who broke
camp rules, when on Easter Sunday 1951, with a cross fashioned out of two
crude pieces of wood and a rosary of barbed wire, he led a sunrise service.
But after six months in heatless huts, living on 450 grams of corn per day,
half of which he persisted in giving away, Chaplain Kapaun's strength slowly
ebbed and one grim day the Chinese guards announced they were taking into the "hospital" - a place from which no one emerged alive. With his last
strength the Chaplain urged his men to keep faith, made one-man promise
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to try to repair a broken marriage. and told another, who was weeping unashamedly, "Don't take it so hard, Mike, when I get up there I'll say a prayer
for all of you." A few days later he was dead.
The following year, on the anniversary of his death, the prisoners asked for
permission to hold a memorial service for Chaplain Kapaun. The Chinese
curtly refused. ". was glad they did," said 1st Lt. Ray M. Dowe, Jr. "For it
told me that even though he was dead, his body lost forever in a mass
grave, they were still afraid of him. He was the symbol of something they
knew they could not kill - the unconquerable spirit of a free man, owing final
allegiance only to his God."
War is a grim, desolating business. It can brutalize a nation, blunt its moral
and spiritual perception. But it is hard to see how that can happen to America as long as our men go into battle accompanied by these soldiers who carry no weapon, whose purpose is not death but a deeper, more profound life.
America Chaplains have proven the values they preach by living the Gospel's
noblest teaching. 'Greater love than this no man hath, that he lay down his
life for his friends.' By now it should be dear that their story goes beyond
patriotism to dimensions of the spirit, we are only beginning to understand.
Ed Fenton
POW 4/25/51 to 8/22/53; B555FA, 5thRCT, 24D
References:
"Korea, The Untold Story by American Ex-Prisoners of War", National Medical
Research Committee, Packer #9, DPMO Pentagon Aug. 2001.
The American Legion, "September 2001 , a Salute to America’s Heroes"
President Bush Proclamation ''NATIONAL KOREAN WAR VETERANS ARMISTICE DAY, 2001."
Xxxxxxxxxxxx
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Veterans Voice, Volume II, Edition 3 November 10-15, 2001
"Getting On" w/Our Regular Lives Boasts 'Central Florida Six Chapters' Annual Picnic Rousing Success @ Crews Lake Park
Nature's Coast Chapter #174 had done it again! After turning to for
POW/MIA Recognition Day at VFW Post 10209 (SEE INSIDE), Sun 14 Oct 01,
it hosted the 3rd annual Central FL 'Friendly Chapters' picnic, Crews Lake
Park.
President .John McMillan, backed by the stalwart officer leadership of Steve
Ackerman, Lou Schneider, Ed Valetic, Larry Cohen, et al, welcomed and feted the other festive picnickers from Chapters MOH Charette-Lake Wales
#158, Suncoast Chapter #014, Baldomero Lopez -Tampa Ch #175.
The traditional 50/50 drawing, and a special raffle for many substantial door
prizes, obtained from local merchants.
Eddie Koh, proprietor of Quail Hollow Golf & Country Club, w/membership in
several chapters, contributed the meat stock for the occasion and delivered
very inspiring remarks on the 'Spirit of America' , apropos of the 9-11 act of
war.

LEFT TO RIGHT, front: Bill
McCraney, 1st VP Ch #158,
Eddie Koh, Tom Carrick,
Past Pres Sun Coast Ch,
John McMillan Pres Ch
#174 ; Rear: 'Buck' Rogers, Pres Ch 175, and Tom
Gaffney Pres DOF.

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Veterans Voices, Volume II, Edition 5, March 15, 2002

DOF now State FL Chartered Corporation; Exec Council
ratifies @ Sheraton Orlando Senator Locke Burt Salutes
KWVA
19 Jan 2002, Orlando ......It all came together. The Dept of FL KWVA MidWinter conference celebrated recognition by the sovereign state of FL, and
hosted a policy-setting and informative Executive Council session.
Convened at 1030 hrs. in the Sheraton Four Points, the regular order of
business was suspended at 1100 hrs. for a ceremony befitting the designation of DOF KWV A as a not-for-profit corporation chartered, signed and
sealed by the FL Secretary of State Katherine Harris.
State Senator Locke Burt congratulated the DOF for its achievements that
paved the way to this recognition. He pledged his continuing support, speaking highly of DOF 1st VP Charley Price for vision and counsel to State legislators on veterans issues.
The charter was unveiled by DOF
2nd & 3rd VPs Joe Madeline & Joe
Firriolo. After a buffet luncheon on
premises the Executive Council reconvened for official business. Fifty
six (56) Members signed in w/Sgtat-Arms Pete McKay. Spouses and
other luncheon guest accounted for
another 30 or so. (See page 2 for
additional content.)
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Veterans Voices, Volume II, Edition 5, March 15, 2002
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Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
July/August, 2002, pg 4, Graybeards
President’s Message, Harley Coon, President, KWVA,
At Department of Flori da State Convention in Orlando in May 2002, KWVA National President Harley
Coon is shown with Jake Feaster Department of Florida President.
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

3

2003
September/October, 2003, pg. 10, Graybeards
A resolution from the Department of Florida calling for the resignation of
Harley Coon. A motion by Director Michael Mahoney and seconded by Director James F. Jones Jr. to reject this resolution. Motion passed 8-2.
Xxxxxxxxx
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November -- December 2005, pg 46, Graybeards
DEPARTMENT OF FLORIIDA: Our logo represents a similar spirit, a similar
pride! How fortunate we were to obtain the services of a nationally renowned illustrator, Don Struhar, who created the Florida KWVA logo shown.
Equally important is that Don is a Korean War veteran, having served in the
United States Navy. He is presently a member of the South Lake County
Chapter 188 KWVA, of Clermont, FL. Don donated the rights of his logo creation to the Department of Florida, KWVA, for its exclusive use. Over the long
span of Don’s career, his work has found its way into a myriad of precious
art forms, including designs for the Ford Motor Company, General Motors,
the US Military Academies, NFL/AFL Championship Rings, a US Olympic
Team, and the seal of former Presidential First Lady Pat Nixon. Don brings
his own “Spirit of America” to each of his art works. This spirit has been inspired by his service during the Korean War, his participation in the American Legion, Korean War Veterans Association, the US Navy Cruiser Sailors
Association, and his status as a lifetime member of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars.
Xxxxxxxxxx
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September – October 2006, pg. 6, Graybeards
President Dechert Names President’s Award Recipients: Dechert determined
there was a five-way tie for the award. The five winners are: National Assistant Secretary Jake Feaster of Micanopy, FL; National MIA/POW Coordinator Marty O’Brien of Augusta, ME; National Recruiting Chairman and Director Jeff Brodeur, Hyannis, MA; James Doppelhammer, Webmaster,
Charleston, IL; Colonel Charley Price, of Tallahassee, FL. Four of the five
men are members who volunteer their services, often running to over 70
hours a week. The fifth man, Mr. Doppelhammer, also a member, is contracted for a minimum amount of hours and donates twice as many to the
task. All of the men, other than Doppelhammer, perform several additional
duties for the national organization. Mr. Feaster and Mr. Doppelhammer
have developed a KWVA Management Information System involving a data
base which every leader in the organization may access for assistance in
managing their local levels of the organization and exchanging information
of national importance. Dechert characterized the two men’s accomplishment as “streamlining something that did not even exist before their efforts.”Mr. Feaster received his award on May 13 at the Department of Florida
Convention in Gainesville.
Xxxxxxxxxxx
September – October 2006, pg. 46, Graybeards
DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA Convention Held in Gainesville. The James A. Van
Fleet Chapter #267 hosted the Department of Florida Convention on May 12
and 13, 2006 at the Holiday Inn West Convention Center of Gainesville,
home of the University. of Florida. It was called, “The Graybeards Gathering
in Gatorland.” This name was suggested by Laurie McCraney, wife of our
Department President. Everyone said it was one of the best conventions to
date. Dick Davis, CID 267 President, hosted the event and raised over
$4000 in donations for the 60-page, full-color programs which were put together by 2nd Vice Dick Garfield on his home PCs. Many in attendance commented that it was the best program ever produced for a department convention. National President Lou Dechert, Director Jack Edwards, Special
Asst. Jake Feaster, Department Pres. Bill McCraney, KWVA Chief of Staff
Charley Price, Department Officers Dick and Joan Arcand and Harold Sievers
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were there also. Lou Dechert installed the Department Officers for 20062007, as follows:
1. President - Bill McCraney
2. 1st Vice President - Ted Trousdale
3. 2nd Vice President - Bob Balzer
4. 3rd Vice President – Jim Bradford
5. Treasurer - Joan Arcand
6. Secretary - Charlie First
7. Sgt. at Arms - Mickey Tutolo
8. Staff Judge Advocate - Richard Arcand
9. Chaplain - Harold Sievers
10.

Email Coordinator - Jake Feaster

11.

Department of FL Legislative Liaison - Charley Price

12.

Korean/American Liaison - James Paek

13.

Historian-Kelly Goodblood

Bill McCraney conducted the Department Meeting, which was attended by 38
members. It was followed by a Memorial Service at the local Veterans Park
hosted by VSO Jim Lynch. The keynote speaker was General J. Paul Albritton, USAF (Retired.). McCraney also conducted the Convention meeting attended by 52 members, followed by the banquet, emceed by former Department President Tom Gaffney. There were 122 members, wives, and
guests in attendance. Dick Davis obtained some valuable and unique prizes,
such as a basketball autographed by Coach Billy Donavan of the University
of Florida’s 2006 national college basketball champions, a football and helmet autographed by the University of Florida’s football coach Urban Meyers,
and a basketball autographed by the University of Florida’s women’s basketball coach, Carolyn Peck. The guest speaker was Captain Bill Pokorny, US
Navy, Commander of the University of Florida ROTC Cadet Corps. Also honored at the banquet was local Korean War hero Sarge McQuinn, a member of
the 187th Regimental Combat team while serving in Korea. Entertainment
for the evening was provided by the Girls Choral Group of the Korean Baptist
Church of Gainesville, followed by music for dancing provided by DJ Al.
Latini. Alachua County Commission Chairman Lee Pinkoson was on hand to
welcome all attendees to the area and thank them for their service. Next
2

2006
year’s convention will be held in Sebring, Florida in May of 2007. Don Sherry, Past President Chapter #267, Gainesville, Florida, sherrykwva@juno.com
Xxxxxxxxxxxxx
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July – August 2007, pg. 45, Graybeards
Harold E. Sievers, of Lady Lake, Lake County, FL, was the honored recipient
of “Eddie Ko Veteran of the Year Award” at the Department of Florida (DoF)
State Convention held May 11-13, 2007, at the historic Kenilworth Lodge in
Sebring, FL. Sievers, who was recommended by Chapter 169, of Lake County, FL, was chosen from among fourteen of his fellow nominees from
throughout Florida.
xxxxxxxxxxx
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The Graybeards May -- June 2008, Graybeards
The 14th Annual Convention for the Department of Florida, KWVA was held
on the weekend of May 9-10-11 in Tampa, Florida. Freedom High School
ROTC members posted colors.
Honored guests for the Annual Banquet included three veterans of the Iraqi
War from the nearby Haley VA hospital, where they are recuperating.
The Convention also featured the attendance of National President Lou
Dechert at both the Council Meeting and the General Membership Meeting.
The Saturday night banquet featured his presence in his cooperation with
honored Korean ROK guests.
Charley Price, Legislative Liaison for the Department of Florida delivered a
pleasant surprise at the General Meeting in the person of Admiral Leroy Collins USN (Ret), Director of the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs who
brought the group up to date on new initiatives in the works for Florida.
Freedom High School ROTC members posted colors. Charley Price introduced
Admiral Leroy Collins of the Florida Veterans Foundation. Charley also gave
us an interesting Legislative Report.
Jake Feaster, KWVA National Liaison, delivered a National Report.Bob Balzer
gave a Wounded Warrior report and awarded Richard Mellinger a framed picture-logo for his efforts toward that cause. Ken Cosgrove, Chapter #153,
was awarded “The Eddie Ko Veteran of the Year” Honor.
The new, or shall I say returning, officers for next year were sworn in by Lou
Dechert.
A contingent of ROK officers attended the convention including BG Jeong,
Yong Hong, Colonel Kim, Kyong Ok, LTC Jung, Jim Kwan, LTC Park, Dong
Suk, and LTC Lee, Chil Sung. All are assigned to the Republic of Korea Delegations, US Central Command Coalition Forces, MacDill AFB, Florida.
Everyone had a good time.
Information provided by Joan M. Arcand, 5674 Bay Pines Lake Blvd., St. Petersburg, , FL 33708, (727) 392-5648 and Carol Becker, CID 188
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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May – June 2009, The Graybeards

Photo by Thiel

The 14th Annual Department of Florida Convention was held May 8-10 at the
Plantation Inn Golf Resort and Spa, Crystal River, Florida. Chapter 192 (Citrus County) and its President, Hank Butler, hosted the affair that honored
our Purple Heart recipients:
Name

Chapter

Service

Branch

Charles Dawson CID 14

USA

William McCraney CID 158

USA

Willis Jackson

CID 158

USA

Donald Smith

CID 153

USMC

Murdoch Ford

CID 175

USMC

Herb Pierce

CID 200

USN Corpsman

Association President William Mac Swain and his wife Barbara attended our
convention. They were our guests of honor at a pre-banquet cocktail hour.
President Mac Swain addressed both the Council and General Membership
sessions. He spoke briefly on the role of the Association in today’s veteran’s
world and some expected changes in the revised bylaws.
Much business was conducted with reports from committees and Chapter
Presidents (or representatives). The consensus was that the Chapters of the
Department of Florida support each other, their Chapters, and their community. For example, Clarence Dadswell (CID 014), reported that the Chapter
at Bay Pines Health Center System has the highest recorded hours for volun-
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teerism in the nation, according to the VAVS (7,403 hours in the last reporting year).
The Department is very proud of the achievements of the Chapters and
commended them for their dedication to the membership and the community.
President Mac Swain noted that the Department of Florida meetings were
very professional, cordial, and well organized.
The guest speaker at the banquet was Colonel Curt Ebitz of the Military Order of the Purple Heart, who commended the Department for honoring the
Purple Heart Recipients.
The Eddie Ko [Veteran of the Year] Award was presented to Sgt Paul Spescia (left) (CID 210) for his outstanding work and dedication to Chapter projects and his untiring devotion to the Chapter’s community activities.
As an extra gift, the Department of Florida gave to every
banquet attendee an 11-ounce white mug with the blue
round peninsular patch and a listing of all our current Chapters imprinted.
Each mug was filled with a packet of Tootsie rolls and a scroll noting the importance of this favorite treat to the Korean War vets.
Bob Balzer gave a warm-hearted farewell address in
which he thanked everyone for their support; especially
Joan Arcand, Secretary; Laurie McCraney, Assistant
Secretary and Bob’s wife Rose. (Bob and Rose, left)
President Mac Swain gave the oath of office to the newly elected Board, and new President Jim Bradford accepted the gavel for the 2009-2010 period. (All photos by Thiel)
XXXXXXXXXXX
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July – August 2010, The Graybeards, pg 44
A New Beginning, Welcome, Chapter 318
Planning a new chapter of Korean War veterans can be exciting and somewhat overwhelming. However, a group of veterans from Vero Beach, FL felt
they had the ability, the talent, and the manpower to proceed.
A letter was sent to KWVA Secretary Frank Cohee expressing the interest to
start a chapter in Vero Beach. Beginning in August 2009, they tackled the
job and saw it through to its completion in April 2010.
Upon request of the new group members, the Department of Florida mailed
the necessary paper work needed to comply with the requirements of the
Association Bylaws, as well as the requirements of the Department of Florida. To further assist the group, representatives of the Department made
several visits to meet with the group, explain policies, and answer specific
questions. The Department donated a monetary gift to help with costs, mailings, etc.
By October 2009, Vincent Abbate was voted as the interim President and the
Executive Board and Directors were named. This information, with a check
for the twelve (12) new members, was sent to the Secretary Cohee on November 3, 2009. Work continued on the application: EIN (Employee Identification Number) , Solicitation Number and Incorporation papers were filed
with the State of Florida. Finally, on March 19, 2010, all the information was
completed and sent to Secretary Cohee. He responded to Mr. Abbate stating
the Charter had been prepared and sent to KWVA President Mac Swain for
his signature.
When notified that Mr. Cohee had the signed Charter, Jim Bradford, President of the Department of Florida, had the new document framed and asked
Mr. Abbate for a special meeting to make the presentation and swear in the
new officers for Chapter 318.
On April 20, Department representatives James Bradford, President, William
McCraney, Judge Advocate, Joan Arcand, Secretary, and Richard Arcand,
Treasurer, along with Association Secretary Frank Cohee, attended the special meeting at the Veterans Center in Vero Beach. President Bradford swore
in the new officers and Secretary Cohee presented the Charter. There were
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many congratulations, handshakes (and hugs for the lady Secretary) with a
“well done” for everyone present. The Department of Florida thanked the
new chapter members for their perseverance and drive and wished them a
successful chapter for the years to come.
Joan Arcand, 5674 Bay Pines Lake Blvd
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

60th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION AT TAMPA
October 9, 2010, Tampa Florida:
Murdoch Ford and Eddie Ko of the Tampa Chapter acted for the hosts and
arranged the luncheon for all Korean Vets in Florida.
Part of the opening ceremonies was the
posting of the colors by a color guard from
Chapter 14, Saint Petersburg.
The hosts for the luncheon at the Doubletree Hotel were the Kim family from Hillsborough County and close friends of the
guest of honor, the Defense Minister of
South Korea.
One of the unique features of the luncheon was the attendance at each table
of an officer and his lady from the foreign officers attached to McDill AFB
Central Command. We [editor and wife]
had a French Colonel and his wife and
they were delightful.
One of the many presentations made by
the Defence Minister for South Korea,
Mr. Kim was to Don Denny, a POW during the war.
Several of the guests were singled out
in this manner, although Korean Ambassador Peace Medallions and plaques
were provided for all the veterans at the end of the proceedings.
2
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Pictured above is the ballroom for the 60th Anniversary celebration. The attendance was checked out at 497. Each table had a couple from the International group stationed at Mac Dill AFB. They provided an interesting change
and acted as real hosts for the groups.
By Richard Arcand, ED, DoF Newsletter, 2010-11.
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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2011 Convention Highlights, May 6-8, 2011, Ocala Hilton.
Officer photo: from left:
Bob Balzer, Past President, William Mac
Swain, Association President, Joan Arcand, Secretary, Richard Arcand,
Treasurer, Jim Bradford,
DoF President, Charlie
First, Gene Gillette, Bill
Shibler, Vice Preasidents, and Harold Sievers, Chaplain.

DoF Chapter Presidents in attendance were recognized and presented medallions, from left (name and chapter number): C. Appenzeller 158; H. Butler 192; R. Davis 267; E. DeWitt 14; M.
Ford 175; T. Hannon 199; R. Hebner 155;
H. Moreland 200; T. Thiel 169, C. Travers
173, and M. Tutolo 210

President MacSwain addresses Convention, left.
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New DoF Officers
being sworn-in by
Association President, MacSwain,
far left in photo.
From left: Charlie
First, President,
Bill Shibler, 1st
VP, Bob Hebner,
2nd VP, John Stelling, 3rd VP, Bill
Sarver, Secretary, and Joan Arcand, Treasurer.
DoF Korea/America Liaison, Eddie Ko.
DoF News, Spring 2011.

Xxxxxxxxxxxxx
September – October 2011, The Graybeards
Tom Thiel, Department of Florida, established a Department of Florida website using a Microsoft software program called Expression Web. Director
Lawhon made a motion that the KWVA
Treasurer be directed to pay a onetime sum not to exceed $100 to support any Chapter or
Department eligible
for a website. There
was no second, so
the motion failed.
Respectfully submitted, Signed/Frank E. Cohee Jr., National Secretary, KWVA
2
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September – October 2011, The Graybeards, pg 52
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2012 Convention and Meetings at Plantation Inn, Crystal River.
September 22, 2012.
Elected Officers for 2012-13: from left, Joan Arcand, Treasurer, Bob
McGuire, John Stelling, and Bob Hebner, Vice Presidents, and Charlie First,
DoF President.

Dwight Brown, Ch. 169 designated representative, displayed his Tell America
exhibits, above. Above right: Dwight Brown (from left), Col. Ruffolo, KW-60
representative from Washington, DC who explained their program to recognize the 60th Anniversary of the Korean War, and Sgt-at-arms, Mickey Tutulo, Ch. 210.
September -- October 2012, The Graybeards
1
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Request approval of a proposal to revise the SPM to expand Chapter and
Department access to the KWVA database: (Submitted by the Department of
Florida).
Director Lawhon made a motion that this action item be tabled and taken up
with everyone for consideration in October. The reason is that neither the
webmaster, Jim Doppelhammer, nor Jake Feaster, Membership Management, are at the meeting today, but they will be at the October meeting to
speak to this request. The motion was seconded by Director Brown and
passed with no objection.
Frank Cohee, National/Association Secretary
Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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2013 DoF Convention & Council

A

ssociation President, James
E. Ferris, at right in above
photo, swears in 2013-14 DoF Officers (from left, front to rear): Bob
Hebner, President; Bob McGuire,
1st VP; Hank Butler, 2nd VP; Maxine Parker, 3rd VP, and Joan Arcand, Treasurer, at the Annual
Convention Banquet Saturday May

4, at the Hilton Orlando/
Altamonte Springs.
President Charlie First, below, introduced our special guest, Association President, James E. Ferris,
photo right. President Ferris and
his wife Felice were special guests
of the Department.
President First opened the
Council Meeting on Friday at
1:30 p.m. The Agenda included
the various reports by the Board
of Directors followed by: a report from Jan. 2013 Council
Survey, by Sec. Parker; a report
2014; proposals for changes to
of DOF Elections, Chair HanDOF Bylaws and Policy Manual by
non; presentation of bids for
(Convention Continued on page 2)
Council and Convention 2013‐
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(Convention Continued

President Charlie
First opened the
Convention Member
Judge Adv. R. Arprogram which concand, and a report on
sisted of BoD rethe request to The
ports followed by:
Association to allow
survey report from
Associate Members to
Membership Meethold Secretary or
ing May 12, 2012 by
Treasurer position
Sec. Parker; a vote
when there are no
on bids for Council
Regular Members
and Convention
willing to serve in
2013‐2014, by Presithese positions.
dent First; and a
vote on proposed changes to DOF Bylaws and Policy
The Saturday Convention Member Meeting opened at
Manual, by Judge Adv. R. Arcand.
10:30 a.m., with an excellent flag
program by the Colonial High
School J ROTC Honor Guard and
The Sabers (above).
from page 1)

Pastor Elmer
Mayes led us in
prayer. Elmer
served with the
U.S. Navy as a
Hospital
Corpsman, oftentimes filling
in as Chaplain for whatever unit
assigned from WWII to Vietnam.

Convention Leaders, from left: IPP Jim Bradford, Treasurer J. Arcand, Sec.
Parker, Association President Ferris, DoF President First, 1st VP Hebner,
Judge Adv. R. Arcand, and 2nd VP McGuire.

That was followed by New Business items: DOF Officers for 2013‐2014, and a survey for General Membership Meeting, both by Sec. Parker.
This was followed by Chapter President’s Reports.
The Annual Memorial Service was held after the
Member Meeting. Photo at left shows IPP Jim Bradford tolling the bell as our lost brothers’ names were
read.
Photos by Carol Becker, Richard Arcand and Tom
Thiel; all photos digitally enhanced by Thiel.

2013 Convention

Photos above: Left: Carol Becker
(far left) receives special recognition plaque for her photography
work as DoF photo historian. Right
above: Joan Arcand presents Mickey Tutolo a plaque and a pair of red
suspenders for his contributions as
DoF Sgt-at-Arms.
Photos: right, Bob Balzer R, and
Joan Arcand C, present beautiful
framed photo to Association President James Ferris.

Below: Banquet toast.
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Chapter Group Photos *

* Since I do not know all of you yet, I decided to just
show the Chapter CID Number in each photo.
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More Chapter Group Photos
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Bob Balzer on a mission for Wounded Warriors
and talk to 'em — all day
long."

for an unforgettable weekend annually in April.

Bob also makes and distributes donation boxes at a host
of businesses in the community.

The men and women, including
many who have lost limbs in combat, are put up at a local hotel, feted at a giant block party downtown,
and taken sky diving and on outings for golf and bowling.

Each box has two pictures
attached to it. One is of a
woman who lost a leg in comBob Balzer, former DoF President, making
his pitch for the Wounded Warrior Project bat in Afghanistan. Another is
at DoF Convention on Saturday afternoon. of a soldier missing both his
legs and his left arm, pictured
ob Balzer made a rousing ap- with his wife and three children. All
peal for us to join with him
are smiling.
raising moneys for Wounded War"When people see these two picriors.
tures, I don't have to be there,"
Bob stands while soliciting at
Balzer said.
Walmart and other stores. “Sitting
His Wounded Warriors project
down is not an option if you want
to be effective. If you sit down, peo- brings in severely injured military
veterans from all over the country
ple walk right by you, ignore you.
on an expenses-paid trip to DeLand
You've got to get right out there
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ou may obtain copies
of the excellent Memorial Book from Chuck Travers, President Chapter 173.
CHARLES R. TRAVERS
250 MIRA WAY APT 208
ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL
32701-4023
Ph: 407-252-7447
GunShip442@aol.com

Bob told us how he jumped with a
young man who has no legs. "Just
awesome young men and women,"
he said. "You look in their eyes, and
you'd do anything for them."
Bob served in both World War II
and the Korean War in the U.S. Navy. Contact Bob at:
FRANK R. 'BOB' BALZER
811 ORANGEWOOD AVE
DELAND, FL 32724-2587
Ph: 407-822-9068

Apr. 7: “I am sorry my wife
and I cannot attend (DoF Convention). I would like to meet
you and other Korean vets. I
have broken ribs w/punctured
lung. I surely want to keep in
touch, especially with local
vets. Thank you so much.”
BRUCE W. GARSHAW
56 HUNT MASTER CT
ORMOND BEACH, FL 321742445
Ph: 286-676-7692
b_ggarshaw@cfl.rr.com

