
Get well wishes can be sent to Billy at: 
Bill Skinner 

3405 46th Terrace E. 
Bradenton, Florida  -34203- 

  ******************** 
 
 Bill Field, commander of Kirby 
Stewart Post, American Legion and former 
commander of KWVA Chapter 199, has 
passed.  
Condolences may be sent to  
Barbara Field 
3003 Kiwi Place 
Ellenton, Florida   -34222- 
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 Despite the fact that I received the 
recommended flu shot in November, I have been out 
of commission for over two weeks, suffering from a 
serious case of bronchitis. My thanks go to Ted 
Czerwinski for chairing the January meeting in my 
absence. There was a successful meeting at our new 
location, VFW Post 10141, which has been recently 
renovated.  
 Our thanks and well wishes go to Roy 
Robertson who is leaving our chapter and is moving 
back to Indiana. Roy has been a tremendous asset to 
our organization, by volunteering as a member of 
our color guard and participating in various "Tell 
America" programs at local schools and college, as 
well as being available to move our heavy rifle safe 
to our new location. He will be sincerely missed and 
hopefully we will be able to maintain our contact 
with him. 
 We intend to present our color guard at the 
recently renovated McKechnie Stadium, on opening 
day of the Pittsburgh Pirate spring training 
schedule, when they play the Atlanta Braves on 
Sunday, February 24 at 1:05 PM. Please stay in 
contact with our color guard Capitan, Terry Willis 
at 739-0795 for details. 
 We are pleased to report that Billy Skinner 
is recuperating nicely from his recent quadruple 
bypass surgery. We miss his strong involvement 
with our organization and eagerly await his return. 
 As most of you know by now, Bill Field, 
Commander of Kirby Stewart Post, American 
Legion, was killed in a vehicle collision. Bill was 
also former commander of chapter 199 of the 
Korean War Veterans Association. A memorial 
service was held on January 11 and interment at 
Sarasota Memorial Cemetery, on January 28. 
Condolences may be sent to his widow, Barbara 
Field, 3003 Kiwi Place, Ellenton, Florida 34222. 
     Skip 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Note that our future meetings 
will be held at the new location 

of the VFW, 
5105 51st St. W., Bradenton 
The location is in a small plaza, 
located on the southwest corner 
of Manatee Avenue and 51st St. 

   Skip 

CHAPTER 199 OFFICERS FOR 2013 
 

Commander           Thomas G. "Skip" Hannon 
     941-795-5061 
1st  Vice Commander Ralph Hager 
2nd  Vice Commander      Walter "Scotty" Blomeley
3rd  Vice Commander Joseph Manna 
Secretary   Billy Skinner 
Treasurer   Hank Buhlinger 
Judge Advocate  Ted Czerwinski 
Chaplain   Ken Sullivan 
Sgt. at Arms   Richard Roehr 
Color Guard Capt.  Terri Willis 
Bingo Chairman  Scotty Blomeley 

NOTICE 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BINGO BINGO BINGO 
 

6832 14TH ST. W. (Tamiami Trail) 

The nights for the KWVA to go to BINGO LAND  
 are on Friday every week from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. 
BINGO LAND ** 6832 14TH ST. W. BRADENTON 
 

Friday Nights 
 

Volunteers are desperately needed !!! 
 

IF YOU WOULD BE ABLE TO FIND A COUPLE HOURS 
EVERY FEW MONTHS … 

 
Please let Scotty Blomeley know at  751-3183 
 

 

**************************,* 
Those that have served or are serving, stood 

up, volunteered and said, 
 

“I will, you can count on me”. 
 

KWVA Website, updated monthly by Don 
Courtney www.orgsites.com/Fl/KWVA 
 
this will take you to the link: 
 
Korean War Veterans Association Manasota 
Chapter 199 
 
you can click on and make sure you save it to your 
FAVORITES folder 

In Loving Memory 
The very brave Marines of Able Co. 1st Battalion, 

1st Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division at Koto-Re Pass, Hill 1081, 

North Korea 
December 8-10, 1950 
Walter S.  Blomeley 

5614 Garden Lakes Majestic 
Bradenton, Florida   34203-7207 

Ph: 941-751-3183 

THE MISSION OF THE KWVA/USA is 
 

DEFEND our Nation 
CARE for our Veterans 

PERPETUATE our Legacy 
REMEMBER our Missing and Fallen 

MAINTAIN our Memorial 
SUPPORT a free Korea 

 
It is for us, the living to. . . . .REMEMBER. Lincoln 

 
For those who have access to e-mail, I strongly 
recommend that you contact the 
KWVA  Department of Florida website: 
www.dfl.kwva.org  
This is a very interesting and informative 
source for us all.             
 Skip    
 
 

Chaplain’s corner 
Well, you know, time has a way of 

moving quickly and catching you unaware of 
the passing years.  It seems just yesterday 
that I was a young person, just married and 
embarking on my new life with my spouse. 

And yet in a way, it seems like eons 
ago, and I wonder where all the years went. I 
know that I lived them all...  And I have 
glimpses of how it was back then and of all 
my hopes and dreams... 

But, here it is...the winter of my life and 
it catches me by surprise...How did I get here 
so fast? Where did the years go and where 
did my babies go? And where did my youth 
go? 

I remember well...seeing older people 
through the years and thinking that those 
older people were years away from me and 
that winter was so far off that I could not 
fathom it or imagine fully what it would be 
like... 

But, here it is... spouse retired 
yesterday and they are really getting 
gray...they move slower and I see an older 
person now. They are in much better shape 
than me...but, I see the great change... Not the 
one I married who was young and strong... 
but, like me, their age is beginning to show 
and we are now those older folks that we 
used to see and never thought we'd be. 

Each day now, I find that just getting a 
shower is a real target for the day! And taking 
a nap is not a treat anymore...it's mandatory!  
Cause if I don't on my own free will...I just fall 
asleep where I sit! 

And so, now I enter into this new 
season of my life unprepared for all the aches 
and pains and the loss of strength and ability 
to go and do things.  But, at least I know, that 
though the winter has come, and I'm not sure 
how long it will last...This I know, that when 
it's over...I will enjoy the Spring in the arms of 
my loving Father...and wait for my loved ones 
to come when their winter is over too. 

So, if you’re not in your winter yet...let 
me remind you, that it will be here faster than 
you think. So, whatever you would like to 
accomplish in your life please do it quickly! 

For remember that scripture?...our life 
is but a vapor, it vanished away...So, do what 
you can today, because you can never be 
sure whether this is your winter or not!  You 
have no promise that you will see all the 
seasons of your life... so, live for the Lord 
today and say all the things that you want 
your loved ones to remember. 

"Life is God's gift to you.  The way you 
live your life is your gift to God.” 

  
“Make it a fantastic one."  

NOTICE 
Publisher e-mail address has changed to: 

 
ShirleyS_Ledford@yahoo.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 VA and Ancestry.com Partner to Index 
Historic Burial Records - The Department of 
Veterans Affairs has partnered with the 
internet-based genealogy research firm 
Ancestry.com to bring burial records from 
historic national cemetery ledgers into the 
digital age. The effort will make the 
collection—predominantly of Civil War 
interments—accessible to researchers and 
Ancestry.com subscribers undertaking 
historical and genealogical research. 
    
   *********** 
 VA Announces New Online Resources for 
Funeral Directors - The Department of Veterans 
Affairs announced today the availability of the 
new online funeral directors resource kit. 
Funeral directors nationwide may use the kit 
when helping Veterans and their families make 
burial arrangements in VA national cemeteries. 
                            

  ********* 
National Deployment of Paperless 

Claims Processing System Underway - The 
Department of Veterans Affairs announced 
today the nationwide transition to paperless 
processing of Veterans’ disability claims at its 
regional benefits processing offices is 
underway. VA is aggressively building a 
strong foundation for its new electronic claims 
processing system, called Veterans Benefits 
Management System (VBMS) – a lasting 
solution that will transform how VA eliminates 
the backlog in 2015. 

 
  ******** 
 

 The Department of Veterans Affairs 
recently awarded 33 grants to VA facilities for 
projects that will improve emergency health 
care services for women Veterans, expand 
women’s health education programs for VA 
staff, and offer telehealth programs to female 
Veterans in rural areas. 
 Our goal is 100 percent accessibility for 
women Veterans who need our care.  These 
new projects will improve access and quality 
of critical health care services for women.” 
This is the largest number of one-year grants 
VA has ever awarded for enhancing women’s 
health services. The complete list of grant 
recipients is given below. VHA’s national 
Women’s Health Program Office, Office of 
Rural Health, and Office of Healthcare 
Transformation are jointly supporting the 
winning proposals. 

 On Facebook, he describes himself as a 
"wounded warrior...very wounded." 
 Brendan Marrocco was the first soldier 
to survive losing all four limbs in the Iraq War, 
and doctors revealed Monday that he's 
received a double-arm transplant. 
 Those new arms "already move a little," 
he tweeted a month after the operation.  A 26-
year-old New Yorker, was injured by a 
roadside bomb in 2009. He had the transplant 
Dec. 18 at Johns Hopkins Hospital in 
Baltimore.  "Ohh yeah today has been one 
month since my surgery and they already 
move a little," Brendan tweeted Jan. 18. 
 The infantryman also received bone 
marrow from the same donor who supplied 
his new arms. That novel approach is aimed at 
helping his body accept the new limbs with 
minimal medication to prevent rejection.   
 The military sponsors operations like 
these to help wounded troops. About 300 
have lost arms or hands in Iraq or 
Afghanistan. 
 Quality of life is a key concern for 
people missing arms and hands — 
prosthetics for those limbs are not as 
advanced as those for feet and legs.  He was 
the first quad amputee to survive and there 
have been four others since then.  Brendan 
has been in public many times. During a July 
4 visit last year to the Sept. 11 Memorial with 
other disabled soldiers, he said he had no 
regrets about his military service.  "I wouldn't 
change it in any way. ... I feel great. I'm still 
the same person," he said. 
 The 13-hour operation was led by Dr. 
W.P. Andrew Lee, plastic surgery chief at 
Johns Hopkins. It was the seventh double-
hand or double-arm transplant done in the 
United States. 
Minimizing anti-rejection drugs is important 
because they have side effects and raise the 
risk of cancer over the long term. Those risks 
have limited the willingness of surgeons and 
patients to do more hand, arm and even face 
transplants.  He had a hoarse voice from the 
tube that was in his throat during the long 
surgery and decided he sounded like Al 
Pacino. He soon started doing movie lines 
making the nurses laugh. 
 Marrocco expects to spend three to four 
months at Hopkins, then return to a military 
hospital to continue physical therapy. Before 
the operation, he had been fitted with prosthetic 
legs and had learned to walk on his own. 

Telehealth concepts that received grants involve tele-mental health, tele-gynecology, tele-
pharmacy, and telephone maternity care coordination. The grant program is part of VA’s 
continuing effort to improve access and quality of care for the increasing number of women 
Veterans seeking care at VA. 
 “We are committed to providing individualized, sensitive care to women Veterans.  These 
grant-funded projects enable VA to continue to enhance care for women Veterans and exceed 
patient expectations.  Education grants will expand mini-residency training for VA providers and 
nurses in primary care and emergency services to include topics such as gynecology and early 
obstetrics emergencies, military sexual trauma, and performing breast and pelvic examinations. 
Grants will also be used to upgrade emergency services for women Veterans in several VA 
health care facilities through the purchase of new gender-specific equipment and supplies and 
the development of protocols to aid in the management of common conditions in women.
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WE ANSWERED THE CALL TO DEFEND A COUNTRY WE NEVER KNEW AND A PEOPLE WE NEVER MET 

FREEDOM IS NOT FREE 

For advertising information,
call Skip at 795-5061 

 
Editor ………………………. Don Courtney 
Published by ………………... Shirley Ledford 
If you would like anything added or submitted 
send E-Mail to     ShirleyS_Ledford@yahoo.com 

PLEASE BE SURE TO 
SUPPORT YOUR 
NEWSLETTER 

SPONSORS 
 

Executive Board Meeting  9:00am  
followed by general meeting 
fourth Thursday every month 
Both held at: VFW Post 10141 
5105 Manatee Ave., Bradenton, Florida, 
34209  at  941-794-6394 
 in theParkway Shopping Center 

To Members who are not aware -----          Updated 1/23/2013 
There is a shuttle bus to Bay Pines VA Hospital or Tampa VA Hospital.  The cost is now $5.00 each way.   
Phone   748-2317  ---  You must phone 2 days in advance to get information as to were and when you need to 
be picked up.  If you have a great need you may be picked up at your home. 

2 patches sewn on with purchase of shirt 
ALTERATIONS 

BillyIrish64@gmail.com 
3405 46th Terrace E. 
Bradenton, Fl. 34203 

Phone 
941-201-4720 

Terry E. Rehfeldt, 
CPA 

Principal 
3201 26th Street West 
Bradenton, Florida 

34205 
 

941.739.0920 Tel 
941.739.9822 Fax 

Special Notice: 
If you are a veteran in emotional crisis 

and need help RIGHT NOW, call this toll-free 
number  
1-800-273-8255, available 24/7, and tell them 
you are a veteran.          

 All calls are confidential. 
 


