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      Commander’s message   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We had a very busy schedule in November. 
Some attended the stand down for homeless in 
Palmetto, on November 3. Our color guard 
presented the colors at the Kiwanis anniversary 
luncheon, on November 6. We presented our "Tell 
America" at State College of Florida in Venice. On 
November 8, I made veteran’s activity 
announcements, on “Robyn Reports" radio program 
and appeared  again, on November 9 to discuss the 
Korean War and give some publicity for our 
chapter. On November 9 our firing detail opened the 
program at Braden River middle school and several 
of us spent the entire day there, giving "Tell 
America" presentations. Several members rode in 
Billy Skinners truck at the Veterans Day parade in 
Palmetto. I thank Roy Robertson for chauffeuring 
the convertible, in which my wife and I rode in that 
great parade, where I was one of the guest speakers. 
 Thanks to our color guard for presenting the 
colors at our annual Veterans Day ceremony at 
Mount Vernon, where I am also commander of that 
veterans club. I was invited by Gill Ruderman, vice 
commander of Manatee veterans Council, to speak 
at two large assembly classes, at Braden River high 
school on November 13. 
 Due to the fact that we have participated in 
these many events. We have received a considerable 
amount of publicity including photos. Hopefully 
this will gain us some more members, to strengthen 
our slowly declining chapter. 
 At our November meeting the following 
officers were elected for the year 2013: Commander; 
Thomas G. "Skip" Hannon. First Vice Commander; 
Roy Robertson. Second Vice Commander; Walter 
"Scotty" Blomeley. Third Vice Commander; Ralph 
Hager. Treasurer; Henry "Hank" Buhlinger. 
Secretary; William "Billy" Skinner. The officers will 
be formally installed at our annual Christmas dinner 
on Thursday, December 13. We hope to see you all 
there, to share Christmas, holiday festivities. 
 
Skip 
 

Important Notice! 
 
 

K. W. V. A. Christmas dinner 
December 13, Thursday 

Location: 
Miller's Dutch kitchen  

3401 14th St. W., Bradenton 
 

Time: 1 PM 
 

No cost for chapter members 
payment $19.OO for guests 

  
It is necessary to contact  
Billy skinner at 773-0979  

a.s.a.p. so that we have a head count. 
  

Skip 
  

CHAPTER 199 OFFICERS FOR 2012 
 

COMMANDER ****      Thomas G."Skip" Hannon 
                                          Phone 941-795-5061 
1ST Vice Commander ****   Roy Robertson 
2nd Vice Commander ****   Ralph Hager 
3rd Vice Commander  ****   Walter “Scott”  Blomeley 
Treasurer               ****   Hank Buhlinger, 
Secretary              ****   Billy Skinner 
Judge Advocate         ****   Ted Czerwinski 
Chaplain             ****   Ken Sullivan 
Captain of Color Guard  *  Terry Willis    914-739-0795 
Sgt. At Arms             ****   Richard Roehr 
Quarter Master           ****     
Bingo Chairman         ****    Scotty Blomeley 

  
 The roar that we hear when we place 
a seashell next to our ear is not the ocean, 
but rather the sound of blood surging 

 
 Associate member Virginia Willis, 
wife of Terry, is now undergoing 
chemotherapy treatment for cancer. Keep 
her in our thoughts and prayers. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Little Known Military Info 
 
 The Pentagon once did a study on why 
so many American servicemen marry women 
in the countries where they're stationed. 
 Contrary to popular belief, loneliness 
had nothing to do with it. 
 Once the men rotated back to the 
U.S., all their in-laws were thousands of 
miles away. 
     Ken S. 

BINGO BINGO BINGO 
 

6832 14TH ST. W. (Tamiami Trail) 

The nights for the KWVA to go to BINGO LAND  
 are on Friday every week from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. 
BINGO LAND ** 6832 14TH ST. W. BRADENTON 
 

Friday Nights 
 

Volunteers are desperately needed !!! 
 

IF YOU WOULD BE ABLE TO FIND A COUPLE HOURS 
EVERY FEW MONTHS … 

 
Please let Scotty Blomeley know at  751-3183 
 

 

**************************,* 
Those that have served or are serving, stood 

up, volunteered and said, 
 

“I will, you can count on me”. 
 

KWVA Website, updated monthly by Don 
Courtney www.orgsites.com/Fl/KWVA 
 
this will take you to the link: 
 
Korean War Veterans Association Manasota 
Chapter 199 
 
you can click on and make sure you save it to your 
FAVORITES folder 

In Loving Memory 
The very brave Marines of Able Co. 1st Battalion, 

1st Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division at Koto-Re Pass, Hill 1081, 

North Korea 
December 8-10, 1950 
Walter S.  Blomeley 

5614 Garden Lakes Majestic 
Bradenton, Florida   34203-7207 

Ph: 941-751-3183 

THE MISSION OF THE KWVA/USA is 
 

DEFEND our Nation 
CARE for our Veterans 

PERPETUATE our Legacy 
REMEMBER our Missing and Fallen 

MAINTAIN our Memorial 
SUPPORT a free Korea 

 
It is for us, the living to. . . . .REMEMBER. Lincoln 

 

For those who have access to e-mail, I strongly 
recommend that you contact the KWVA  
Department of Florida website: 

www.dfl.kwva.org  

This is a very interesting and informative source for 
us all.              Skip    

 

Chaplain’s corner 

OLD PERSON PRIDE 
 I'm passing this on as I did not want to 
be the only old person receiving it. Actually, 
it's not a bad thing to be called, as you will 
see. 
 Old People are easy to spot at sporting 
events; during the playing of the National 
Anthem Old People remove their caps and 
stand at attention and sing without 
embarrassment. They know the words and 
believe in them. 
 Old People remember World War II, 
Pearl Harbor, Guadalcanal, Normandy and 
Hitler. They remember the Atomic Age, the 
Korean War, The Cold War, the Jet Age and 
the Moon Landing. They remember the 50 
plus Peace-keeping Missions from 1945 to 
2005, not to mention Vietnam. 
 If you bump into an Old Person on the 
sidewalk he will apologize. If you pass an Old 
Person on the street, he will nod or tip his cap 
to a lady. Old People trust strangers and are 
courtly to women. 
 Old People hold the door for the next 
person and always, when walking, make 
certain the lady is on the inside for protection. 
 Old People get embarrassed if 
someone curses in front of women and 
children and they don't like any filth or dirty 
language on TV or in movies. 
 Old People have moral courage and 
personal integrity. They seldom brag unless 
it's about their children or grandchildren. 
 It's the Old People who know our great 
country is protected, not by politicians, but by 
the young men and women in the military 
serving their country. 
 This country needs Old People with 
their work ethic, sense of responsibility, pride 
in their country and decent values. 

We need them now more than ever. 
 

Thank God for Old People. 
      Chaplain Ken 

 

 The song, Auld Lang Syne, is sung at 
the stroke of midnight in almost every 
English-speaking country in the world to 
bring in the new year.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 

It is the responsibility of each 
member to pay their national Association 
dues, by your anniversary date. Since our 
members joined the Association during 
various months, it is very difficult for 
chapter management to keep records of the 
dates on which you must renew.  Only, $25 
Per Year.  This will help keep us viable.   
 Hank 

 

 VA Guarantees 20 Millionth Home Loan 
- Today the Department of Veterans Affairs 
announced it has guaranteed 20 million home 
loans since its home loan program was 
established in 1944 as part of the original GI 
Bill of Rights for returning World War II 
Veterans. The 20 millionth loan was 
guaranteed for a home in Woodbridge, Va., 
purchased by the surviving spouse of an Iraq 
War Veteran who passed away in 2010. 

COMPLETE and FINISHED............ 
  No English dictionary has been able 
to adequately explain the difference 
between COMPLETE and FINISHED. 
However, in a recent linguistic conference 
held in London, England, and attended by 
some of the best linguists in the world: 
Samsundar Balgobin, a Guyanese, was the 
clear winner. 
  His final challenge was this: Some say 
there is no difference between COMPLETE 
and FINISHED.  Please explain the 
difference between COMPLETE and 
FINISHED in a way that is easy to 
understand. 
 Here is his astute answer: "When you 
marry the right woman, you are COMPLETE. 
But, when you marry the wrong woman, you 
are FINISHED. And when the right one 
catches you with the wrong one, you are 
COMPLETELY FINISHED!" 
 His answer was received with a 
standing ovation lasting over 5 minutes and 
it entitled him to receive an invitation to 
dine with The Queen, who decided to call 
him after the contest. He won a trip to 
travel around the world in style and a case 
of 25 year old El dorado rum for his 
answer. 

 Ken S. 

Veterans Day 2012 
 Three days ago, the citizens of this 
great land decided who would have the 
privilege of leading our Nation for the next 
four years.  It is a time-honored process 
reflecting both the wisdom and the power of 
the American people.   Today, America 
honors the men and women whose profound 
acts of citizenship — service in the armed 
forces of the United States of America — have 
safeguarded our country for 237 years and 
guaranteed our rights as Americans to choose 
our leaders. 
 Twenty-two million living Americans 
today have distinguished themselves by their 
service in uniform.  Their devotion and 
sacrifice have been the bedrock of our 
sovereignty as a Nation, our values as a 
people, our security as a democracy, and our 
offer of hope to those in other lands, who 
dream our dreams of “Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of Happiness.”  
 For the past 11 years, the men and 
women of our armed forces have stood watch 
in Iraq, in Afghanistan, Europe, Korea, and 
more than 150 other countries around the 
globe.  More than 1.5 million Veterans have 
served in the combat theaters of Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and the Horn of Africa.  Since 
9/11, nearly 3 million Veterans have departed 
the military, having fulfilled their duty to the 
Nation, and become eligible for the benefits 
and services we offer here at the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA).   
 We are often reminded that, today, less 
than 1% of Americans wear the uniforms of 
our Nation.  The sum of their service to the 
country, however, is beyond measure.  Our 
rights and privileges as American citizens 
have been their gifts to each of us.  We must 
not take those gifts for granted.  On behalf of 
the American people, each of us here at VA 
has the responsibility of caring for these 
giants among us.  Integrity, Commitment, 
Advocacy, Respect, Excellence — I CARE — 
are our watchwords. 
 VA is renewing our country’s historic 
covenant with its Veterans.  By leveraging 21st 
century technology and empowered by a 
dedicated workforce, over one-third of whom 
are Veterans themselves, VA is boldly 
transforming itself in healthcare and benefits 
delivery, and in memorial affairs, to better 
serve all Veterans. 
 Our goals remain unchanged:  increase 
access to VA benefits and services; eliminate 
the backlog in compensation claims in 2015; 
and end Veterans’ homelessness, as well, in 
2015.  In this Department, every day is 
Veterans Day.  We celebrate their  

contributions, take pride in their achievements, and as their national advocates, care, nurture, 
and protect them as well as they protected all of us. 
 I extend my thanks and admiration to our Nation’s Veterans on this, their special day of 
recognition, and I express my deep appreciation to my colleagues at VA for their dedication, 
their loyalty, and their partnership in this noble mission. 
          Eric. K. Shinseki 
Speech given on Veterans’ Day by Erick Shinseki. 
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WE ANSWERED THE CALL TO DEFEND A COUNTRY WE NEVER KNEW AND A PEOPLE WE NEVER MET 
FREEDOM IS NOT FREE 

For advertising information,  
call Skip at 795-5061 
Editor ………………………. Don Courtney 
Published by ………………... Shirley Ledford 
If you would like anything added or submitted 
send E-Mail to     
ShirleyS_Ledford2005@yahoo.com 

PLEASE BE SURE TO 
SUPPORT YOUR 

NEWSLETTER 
SPONSORS 

Executive Board Meeting  9:00am  
followed by general meeting 
fourth Thursday every month 
Both held at: VFW Post 10141 
420 67th St. W., Bradenton, Florida, 34209 
941-794-6394 behind McDonalds off Manatee 

To Members who are not aware -----          Updated 2/1/2008 
There is a shuttle bus to Bay Pines VA Hospital or Tampa VA Hospital.  The cost is now $5.00 each way.   
Phone   748-2317  ---  You must phone 2 days in advance and be ready to be picked up at your home by 7:30am

 

2 patches sewn on with purchase of shirt 

BillyIrish64@gmail.com 
3405 46th Terrace E. 
Bradenton, Fl. 34203 

Phone 
941-201-4720 

Terry E. Rehfeldt, CPA 

Principal 

3201 26th Street West 

Bradenton, Florida 

34205 

 

Special Notice: 
If you are a veteran in emotional crisis 

and need help RIGHT NOW, call this toll-free 
number  
1-800-273-8255, available 24/7, and tell them 
you are a veteran.          

 All calls are confidential. 
 


