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Annual picnic 
 Although it is a long time away, our annual picnic 
will be held on Thursday, October 25 at the usual  place, 
Coquina Beach. More information in future issues.  
   Skip 

 We held our final meeting of the season 
on May 24, which included our annual 
Memorial Day ceremony. The names of our 22 
departed chapter members were recited, 
followed by the tolling of the bell, by our 
Chaplain, Ken Sullivan. Prior to Memorial 
Day, Terry Willis, Ted Czerwinski and Roy 
Robertson presented a ceremony at Woodland 
Village, that was greatly appreciated by their 
residents and management. 
  On Memorial Day, several of our 
members attended the large ceremony at 
Veterans Park  and we were involved in the 
massing of the colors. 
  On a personal note, due to the magic of 
the Internet, I happily received a surprise 
telephone call from a former Second Lieut. 
from my battery, with whom I shared 
dangerous, claustrophobic, forward 
observation posts, 59 years ago. For any of 
you that have read my book, you will know 
him as Lieut. Richard Jones. When I knew 
him, he was a Texas native, but now lives in 
Minnesota. We are looking forward to staying 
in contact and sharing photos and experiences 
from long ago. I have also put Richard in 
contact with other lieutenants, with whom he 
served, as well as with our former Battery 
Commander. Sometimes 60 years seems like 
yesterday. 
     Skip 

We have voted to suspend regular formal 
meetings during June, July and August. Our next 
regular meeting will be held on Thursday September 
27th. Billy Skinner made a very good suggestion 
that those of us that are available, should meet for 
lunch, at 12 noon on the fourth Thursday of each 
month, at the Beach House Restaurant 200 Golf 
Dr. N., Bradenton Beach. It is a great way for us 
to keep in touch during the summer. 
 We will continue to publish The Viewpoint 
during the summer months. Shirley Ledford does a 
great job, keeping us informed.  Skip 

CHAPTER 199 OFFICERS FOR 2012 
 

COMMANDER ****      Thomas G."Skip" Hannon 
                                              Phone 941-795-5061 
1ST Vice Commander ****   Roy Robertson 
2nd Vice Commander ****   Ralph Hager 
3rd Vice Commander  ****   Walter “Scott”  Blomeley 
Treasurer               ****   Hank Buhlinger, 
Secretary              ****   Billy Skinner 
Judge Advocate         ****   Ted Czerwinski 
Chaplain             ****   Ken Sullivan 
Captain of Color Guard  *  Terry Willis    914-739-0795 
Sgt. At Arms             ****   Richard Roehr 
Quarter Master           ****     
Bingo Chairman         ****    Scotty Blomeley 

Sick call 
Billy Gilkerson is now residing at  
Manor Care,    room 206A. 
5511 Swift Road, Sarasota, Florida, 34231   
  

Visitors are welcome, but understand, Bill suffers 
from dementia and obviously has difficulty with his 
memory. Cards can also be sent to his home 

 

2903 97th Avenue East 
Parrish, Florida  -34219- 

 All Korean War veterans, have again been invited 
to the Korean Presbyterian Church in Pinellas Park at 7320 
44th St. N. June 23 at 5:30 PM.   Those of us who have 
attended this affair the past several years, have found it to 
be a very enjoyable event. Our hosts are very appreciative of 
our service and provide a nice meal with Korean 
entertainment. 
Wear your uniform if possible.  Wives also invited. 
Any questions give me a call.   Skip 795-5061 

For those who have access to e-mail, I strongly 
recommend that you contact the KWVA  
Department of Florida website: 
www.dfl.kwva.org  
This is a very interesting and informative source for 
us all.              Skip    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chaplains corner 
Almighty God, 
 You loved humankind into being and 
you bless us now with each precious moment 
of life.  Our hearts are grateful for your 
loving faithfulness.  Grateful, too, are we 
for the millions of loving acts that blossom 
from human hearts around us every day. 
 On this and any other day help us to 
remember, with deepest gratitude and awe, 
the extraordinary men and women who, out 
of love, gave their lives to protect our 
beloved country and preserve our liberty. 
 Keep these fallen heroes in your loving 
care. 
Help us to be ever mindful also of the 
wounded heroes in our nation who, with 
valorous hearts, risked their lives that we 
might prosper and that our children’s 
futures be secured. 
Amen     Ken Sullivan 

BINGO BINGO BINGO 
 

6832 14TH ST. W. (Tamiami Trail) 
 
 

The nights for the KWVA to go to BINGO LAND  
 are on Friday every week from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. 
BINGO LAND ** 6832 14TH ST. W. BRADENTON 
 

Friday Nights 
 

Volunteers are desperately needed !!! 
 

IF YOU WOULD BE ABLE TO FIND A COUPLE HOURS 
EVERY FEW MONTHS …  

 
Please let Scotty Blomeley know at  751-3183 

 
 

*************************** 
Those that have served or are serving, stood up, 

volunteered and said, 
 

“I will, you can count on me”. 

KWVA Website, updated monthly by Don Courtney 
www.orgsites.com/Fl/KWVA 
 
this will take you to the link: 
 
Korean War Veterans Association Manasota Chapter 
199 
 
you can click on and make sure you save it to your 
FAVORITES folder 
 

 In Loving Memory 
The very brave Marines of Able Co. 1st Battalion, 
1st Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division at Koto-

Re Pass, Hill 1081, North Korea 
December 8-10, 1950 
Walter S.  Blomeley 

5614 Garden Lakes Majestic 
Bradenton, Florida   34203-7207 

Ph: 941-751-3183 

THE MISSION OF THE KWVA/USA is 
 

DEFEND our Nation 
CARE for our Veterans 

PERPETUATE our Legacy 
REMEMBER our Missing and Fallen 

MAINTAIN our Memorial 
SUPPORT a free Korea 

*************** 
It is for us, the living to. . . . .REMEMBER. Lincoln 

 

 In 132 months of fighting in Iraq, there have been numerous casualties with 4,459 deaths. 
 The French would not have survived if we hadn’t entered the war, nor would have the 
British, nor would have civilized Europe.  And in the end, perhaps we wouldn’t have either since 
aggressive tyrannies would have controlled continents to our West and East. 
This is what it means to say that the dead shall not have died in vain.  But – Thank God – not all 
our soldiers died.  Millions of the 16 million who wore a uniform survived and some of them are 
with us today. 
 These are the men who survived the long wars and the many hard battles, and in the honor 
of those who didn’t survive – a grateful nation built a Memorial in Washington.  Look at these men 
and think of the ones that are buried near.  
 It is hard to tell that once they where soldiers in a great cause, because after they won 
the war they hung up their weapons as monuments, and returned  quickly to civilian life and 
prospered as free men should. (Speech continued pg.3) 

Memorial Day Speech 
 Memorial Day is a day unlike any other.  
Since 1868 we have come together in our 
communities, towns and villages, to place 
flowers and flags on the graves of those who 
have given their last full measure of devotion 
to our country.  We are here to remember and 
honor those who have done their duty, as God 
allowed them to see that duty. 
 Let me cite a few facts ---  incomplete 
facts --- before I say anything else, because 
facts have a way of not allowing you to ignore 
them.  Facts are brutal. 

 In 80 months of the Revolutionary War 
there were 10,623 casualties, with 
4,435 deaths. 

 In 37 months of the Korean War there 
were 136,935 casualties with 33,651 
deaths. 

 In 90 months of the Vietnam War there 
were 211,471 casualties with 47,369 
deaths. 

 In 1 month of the Gulf War there were 
760 casualties with 293 deaths. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Speech - continued)  
 Winston Churchill once said of us: “The 
United States is like a gigantic boiler.  Once the 
fire is lit under it, there is no limit to the power 
it can generate.” 
 And, when he heard that the Japanese 
attacked the United States at Pearl Harbor, 
Churchill – who was willing to lead lonely Britain in 
the fight against the Nazis even though Victory 
was uncertain – famously said that that night he 
“slept the sleep of the saved” because now he 
knew that victory was certain because “America 
had been wronged.”  And he knew the American 
character. 
 Yet, America was not prepared and we were 
hesitant to get in it, but once we were attacked 
and it became clear that heads of state had 
become gangsters, the fire was lit under this 
gigantic boiler and there was never any doubt 
about the outcome.  It is amazing what free men 
can do once they decide to act.  The citizens then 
became warriors, and great deeds were 
commonplace.  Even heroic deeds were seen. 
 These citizen-warriors are among us today, 
and some are sitting here.  Look at these men 
again. Look at what they are, what they have 
been and what good they have done for their 
country and cause of freedom around the world.  
Honor them and their comrades.  We should look 
at what they did and how they did it and in doing 
so honor them by imitating their courage and their 
sacrifice and their excellence.  Their 
accomplishments are astonishing to us.  And we 
should learn from them. 
 They have left a legacy of freedom and 
they taught their children and their children’s 
children the value of sacrifice and work and virtue, 
the necessary conditions of freedom – and they 
taught us the love of country.  Reminding us of 
human excellence, of the things for which we 
stand, of courage that is necessary to maintain 
those things.  They taught us what it means to be 
a citizen of the last, best hope of earth. 
 We should look at their courage, their 
resoluteness and their actions.  They thought 
themselves ordinary and ended up being great 
because much was expected of them.  They didn’t 
let the free world down. 
 Those Americans who died in all these wars 
– and more could be mentioned – did their duty, 
and we know who they are, as we visit the 
cemeteries and note the dates of their shortened 
lives on the headstones. We know their loved ones, 
their wives and mothers and their children and the 
friends, who shall always miss them.  But let me 
mention another war, the Big One – ominously 
numbered with a two!  Not only because there was 
a previous war that was thought to be a world 
war, but because reasonable men rightly assumed 
there might be more such huge conflicts that 
would literally embrace the globe – World War II.  
This was a time when good and evil contended for 
the world.   
 The largest things were at stake. 
 

 In 48 months of World War II there were 
1,078,162 American Casualties with 407,316 
deaths. 

 These are staggering numbers as it always 
seems to be in a free regime.  But Americans in 
the field never faltered.  Even after 19,000 
American troops died at the battle of the Bulge in 
December of 1944, or the 13,000 that died – most 
in hand-to-hand combat – taking Okinawa, the 
Americans persevered.  Their courage and sacrifice 
knew no bounds and generals Eisenhower, Bradley, 
McArthur and Patton knew we would have victory. 
 And we all know, and the world well knows – 
even the French cannot forget – that without our 
contribution to the war, civilization as we know it, 
would not have survived. 
 The Americans going into World War II 
came from the farms and the cities, left their 
plows and their factories and these amateurs 
became deadly warriors.  They were then – and still 
are – perhaps oddly, given our history, always 
underestimated by the enemy.  They think we are 
lazy and soft and undisciplined and none too smart.  
They think this because we have made an open 
society, we are lovers of liberty and equality, and 
we think that free men should be prosperous – and 
we sometimes are to trusting and naïve.  And as a 
result, sometimes we are unprepared.  But our 
enemies then didn’t understand the character of 
free men. They still don’t. 
 Once we Americans have been wronged, or 
held in contempt, or attacked in peace, we citizens, 
just ordinary folks – you know – we become warriors 
and we define victory as absolute.  This is what we 
did in World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. We are a dangerous 
people. 
 One thing is certain, as the historian Victor 
Davis Hanson has said, “Thank God we don’t have to 
fight anyone like ourselves!!” 
 And after the well deserved victory in this 
World War – Like the generous people that we are 
– we helped rebuild their countries; we wrote 
constitutions for the defeated and insisted that 
their regimes turn toward democracy and rights, 
instead of enslaving the defeated, we set them 
free.  It is no wonder that the 20th century has 
come to be called the American Century.  For this 
Americans will be remembered until the last 
generations.  
 How is it possible to honor such men, both 
the dead and living?  Perhaps we cannot do any 
better than to call you the Greatest Generation’s of 
the greatest country in the world. 
 Perhaps we should make certain that their 
stories are told to the young.  Perhaps we should 
just sincerely thank you for making sure that this 
island of liberty would continue. 
 Perhaps we should just say this, along with 
Abraham Lincoln, “Gold is good in its place’ but 
living, brave patriotic men are better than gold.” 
 We are in your debt and we thank you.  May 
God always bestow His blessings upon you. 
     Ken Sullivan 
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WE ANSWERED THE CALL TO DEFEND A COUNTRY WE NEVER KNEW AND A PEOPLE WE NEVER MET 
FREEDOM IS NOT FREE 

For advertising information,  call Skip at 795-5061 
Editor ………………………. Don Courtney 
Published by ………………... Shirley Ledford 
If you would like anything added or submitted send 
E-Mail to     ShirleyS_Ledford2005@yahoo.com 

PLEASE BE SURE TO 
SUPPORT YOUR 
NEWSLETTER 

SPONSORS 

Informal lunch 
4th Thursday  

Noon 
Beach House Restaurant 

200 Gulf Drive N. Bradenton Beach 
June – July – August  

To Members who are not aware -----          Updated 2/1/2008 
There is a shuttle bus to Bay Pines VA Hospital or Tampa VA Hospital.  The cost is now $5.00 each way.   
Phone   748-2317  ---  You must phone 2 days in advance and be ready to be picked up at your home by 7:30am

Special Notice: If you are a veteran in emotional crisis and need help RIGHT NOW, call this toll-free number  
1-800-273-8255, available 24/7, and tell them you are a veteran.          All calls are confidential. 

2 patches sewn on with purchase of shirt 
ALTERATIONS 

 
Terry E. Rehfeldt, 

CPA 
Principal 

 
3201 26th Street West 
Bradenton, Florida 

34205 
 

941.739.0920 Tel 
941.739.9822 Fax 

Phone 
941‐201‐4720 

BillyIrish64@gmail.com 
3405 46th Terrace E. 
Bradenton, Fl. 34203 


