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      Commander’s message   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Our thanks go to Billy Skinner, for his 
contribution of $100 to sponsor an engraved brick 
in the new Freedom Courtyard at South Eastern 
Guide Dogs. Thanks also to Hank Buhlinger who 
made all of the arrangements for the inscription, 
which reads "Manasota Ch.199 Korea War Vets”. 
We are all invited to attend the 30th anniversary, 
open house on Saturday, May 12 at The 
Southeastern Guide Dogs, 4210 77th St. E., 
Palmetto, FL 34221. 
Skip  

Please make an effort to attend our 
meeting on May 24, at which we will hold a 
service to honor the 22 members of our chapter 
who have passed on. Our chaplain will toll the 
bell and I will recite the names of our departed 
members and friends.  

The Manatee veterans Council will hold  
the annual Memorial Day ceremony at Veterans 
Park, overlooking the Manatee River, on 
Monday, May 28 at 0:900. Please attend in 
uniform. 
 Our chapter is mentioned in the March -
April Graybeards on page 11. Photos were 
submitted, showing our members, when we 
presented a “Tell America Program" at State 
College of Florida. Unfortunately, due to 
technical problems, the photos could not be 
printed. 
 Patricia and I will attend the annual 
Department of State convention at Crystal River, 
May 11 through May 13.  I will again represent 
our chapter to the best of my ability. We are 
fortunate to have a wonderful core of hard-
working officers and members that keep our 
chapter vibrant. Efforts continue to enlist more 
members and to get our regular members to 
become more involved. There are hundreds of 
thousands of military veterans that served in 
Korea as occupational forces, after the cease-fire, 
that are eligible to become members of KW VA. 
If we are not able to recruit these younger 
veterans, sadly the KWVA will slowly fade 
away. 
 My thanks are gratefully extended to our 
officers and members who joined in nominating 
me for Veteran of the Year. Whether or not I am 
chosen by the electorate, this nomination is an 
honor for me. 
     Skip 

 

Sick call 
 Our friend and long time member, Billy 
Gilkerson is in declining health. His wife Bonnie 
has advised that he will be going to a nursing home 
in Sarasota, within the next few weeks. You will 
be kept posted on his condition.  
     Skip 

 

CHAPTER 199 OFFICERS FOR 2012 
 

COMMANDER ****      Thomas G."Skip" Hannon 
                                              Phone 941-795-5061 
1ST Vice Commander ****   Roy Robertson 
2nd Vice Commander ****   Ralph Hager 
3rd Vice Commander  ****   Walter “Scott”  Blomeley 
Treasurer               ****   Hank Buhlinger, 
Secretary              ****   Billy Skinner 
Judge Advocate         ****   Ted Czerwinski 
Chaplain             ****   Ken Sullivan 
Captain of Color Guard  *  Terry Willis    914-739-0795 
Sgt. At Arms             ****   Richard Roehr 
Quarter Master           ****     
Bingo Chairman         ****    Scotty Blomeley 

Annual picnic 
 Although it is a long time away, our annual 
picnic will be held on Thursday, October 25 at the 
usual place, Coquina Beach. More information in 
future issues.     Skip 

Patriot Post Quote  
 
"Your love of liberty - your respect for the laws - 
your habits of industry - and your practice of the 
moral and religious obligations, are the strongest 
claims to national and individual happiness." 
 
-- George Washington (letter to the Residents of 
Boston, 27 October 1789) 
Reference: Maxims of George Washington, Schroeder, 
ed. (139) 
   Submitted by Gene Gillette 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chaplains corner 
 

FRIENDS 
Think about this for a minute....  

If you happened to show up on my door step 
crying,    

I would care!  
  
If you called me and asked me to pick you up 

because something happened,    
I would come!    

  
If you had one day left to live your life,    
I would want to be part of that last day!  

  
If you needed a shoulder to cry on,    

I would give you mine!    
 
 We should consider all of our friends a 
blessing and a joy in your life. 
A ball is a circle, no beginning, no end.  
It keeps us together like our Circle of Friends.  
 
But the treasure inside for you to see,  
Is the treasure of friendship you've granted to 
me. 
 
Today I pass the friendship ball to you.  
Pass it on to someone who is a friend to you...  
      Ken 
 

BINGO BINGO BINGO 
 

6832 14TH ST. W. (Tamiami Trail) 
 
 

The nights for the KWVA to go to BINGO LAND  
 are on Friday every week from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. 
BINGO LAND ** 6832 14TH ST. W. BRADENTON 
 

Friday Nights 
 

Volunteers are desperately needed !!! 
 

IF YOU WOULD BE ABLE TO FIND A COUPLE HOURS 
EVERY FEW MONTHS …  

 
Please let Scotty Blomeley know at  751-3183 

 
 

*************************** 
Those that have served or are serving, stood up, 

volunteered and said, 
 

“I will, you can count on me”. 

KWVA Website, updated monthly by Don Courtney 
www.orgsites.com/Fl/KWVA 
 
this will take you to the link: 
 
Korean War Veterans Association Manasota Chapter 
199 
 
you can click on and make sure you save it to your 
FAVORITES folder 
 

 In Loving Memory 
The very brave Marines of Able Co. 1st Battalion, 
1st Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division at Koto-

Re Pass, Hill 1081, North Korea 
December 8-10, 1950 
Walter S.  Blomeley 

5614 Garden Lakes Majestic 
Bradenton, Florida   34203-7207 

Ph: 941-751-3183 

THE MISSION OF THE KWVA/USA is 
 

DEFEND our Nation 
CARE for our Veterans 

PERPETUATE our Legacy 
REMEMBER our Missing and Fallen 

MAINTAIN our Memorial 
SUPPORT a free Korea 

*************** 
It is for us, the living to. . . . .REMEMBER. Lincoln 

 

VA Begins Tribal Consultation Sessions - The 
Department of Veterans Affairs hosted its first tribal 
consultation focused on providing services to American 
Indian and Alaska Native Veterans in Washington, D.C., on 
April 5.  
 
 New VA Initiatives to Improve Benefits Delivery to 
Veterans and Families - The Department of Veterans 
Affairs announced today the national deployment of claims 
transformation initiatives to 12 regional offices in the 
remaining months of fiscal year 2012 to improve benefits 
delivery to Veterans, families and their survivors.   
 
VA Voluntary Service Celebrates National Volunteer 
Week - The Department of Veterans Affairs Voluntary 
Service (VAVS) joins a grateful Nation to celebrate National 
Volunteer Week, April 15-21.  

 

I can see a GI doing this.     Ken 
  

 MILITARY HUMOR ... 
 
  Boudreaux, the smoothest-talking Cajun in 
the Louisiana National Guard, got called up to active 
duty. Boudreaux's first assignment was in a military 
induction center. Because he was a good talker, they 
assigned him the duty of advising new recruits about 
government benefits, especially the GI insurance to 
which they were entitled. 
  The officer in charge soon noticed that 
Boudreaux was getting a 99% sign-up rate for the 
more expensive supplemental form of GI insurance. 
This was remarkable, because it cost these low-
income recruits $30.00 per month for the higher 
coverage, compared to what the government was 
already providing at no charge. 
  The officer decided he'd sit in the back of 
the room at the next briefing and observe 
Boudreaux's sales pitch. 
  Boudreaux stood up before the latest group 
of inductees and said, "If you has da normal GI 
insurans an' you goes to Afghanistan an' gets youself 
killed, da govment' pays you benefishery $20,000. 
If you takes out da suppmental insurans, which cost 
you only t'irty dollars a munt, den da governmen' 
gots ta pay you benefishery $400,000! 
  "Now," Boudreaux concluded, "which bunch 
you tink dey gonna send ta Afghanistan first? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior News Bulletin 
 An opinion poll was taken recently among 
citizens in local  high-rise retirement condos. The 
questions were direct and  simple. The poll produced 
few surprises. The questions and  answers follow... 
 
 What's the most important right guaranteed us by 
the Constitution? 
  The senior citizen discount. 
 
 What is the greatest invention of the century? 

The plastic in my new knees, hips, and heart 
valve. 

  
What is the surest sign society is in decline? 
  Those neighbors carousing after 8 PM. 
  
What is your favorite dinner entree? 
  Early birds. 
  
Do you have trouble eating steak or corn on the cob? 
  Only when I misplace my teeth. 
  
What's the cheapest way to lower winter heating 
bills? 
  Hot flashes. 
  
What are your most bothersome medical problems? 
  Those not covered by Medicare. 
  
What's the best substitute for a hard drug trip? 
  Bending down, then standing up real fast. 
 
What are the hardest-to-find fashion accessories?  

 White shoes and belts. 
    Ken 

 Veterans of the Korean War were 
memorialized in 1995 with a monument near 
the Lincoln Memorial. It is located across the 
Washington Mall Reflecting Pool, about 1,000 
feet south of the Vietnam Wall. 

             

 
 In stark contrast to the Vietnam Wall 
of names — a display that evokes emotions of 
that war's bitterness and shabby treatment 
of its returning veterans by an American 
public torn apart by anti-war hysteria — the 
Korean Monument gives one an eerie sense, 
as though a firefight may break out at any 
moment. 

 The larger-than-life bronze platoon, 
warily ascending a “Korean rise” in search of 
an elusive enemy, is a realistic and haunting 
scene — especially to anyone who has been in 
a combat zone. 

 And, unlike the Marine Corps' Mount 
Suribachi flag raising monument that signifies 
victory at a high cost, those in the Korean 
War fought and died for no real victory — 
merely a truce, at best — with little sense 
of true accomplishment or closure. It was 
the beginning of U. S. participation in winless 
wars that has continued over the past half-
Century. 

 The memorial's unusual and realistic 
setting, its arty granite walls, its bronze 
tablets that offer surprising facts and 
figures, its reflection pool, and its 
meditation fountain area, all combine for a 
brief history of what our government in the 
1950s called “a conflict” instead of a war. 
For those who fought and died there, it was 
in truth a war and its memorial is worthy of 
a visit during your next trip to the nation's 
capital. 

Memorial Day observed, May 28th 

 VA To Hold Research Week Forum in DC April 26 
- The Department of Veterans Affairs will host 
several events to commemorate Research Week 
April 23-27, highlighted by Dr. Arun A. Seraphin of 
the White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy (OSTP) speaking at a forum on 
Thursday, April 26.   
 
 VA Adding Family Therapists and Mental Health 
Counselors to Workforce - The Department of 
Veterans Affairs has expanded its mental health 
services to include professionals from two 
additional health care fields: marriage and family 
therapists (MFT) and licensed professional mental 
health counselors (LPMHC).  
  
VA to Increase Mental Health Staff by 1,900 - 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki 
today announced that the department would add 
approximately 1,600 mental health clinicians – to 
include nurses, psychiatrists, psychologists, and 
social workers as well as nearly 300 support staff 
to its existing workforce of 20,590 mental health 
staff as part of an ongoing review of mental health 
operations.  
 
VA Community Clinic Contract Will Expand 
Services to Arizona Veterans - The Department of 
Veterans Affairs has selected the developer to 
build a new health care clinic in Gilbert, Ariz., on 
the northeast corner of South Val Vista Drive and 
Market Street.   
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WE ANSWERED THE CALL TO DEFEND A COUNTRY WE NEVER KNEW AND A PEOPLE WE NEVER MET 
FREEDOM IS NOT FREE 

For advertising information,  call Skip at 795-5061 
Editor ………………………. Don Courtney 
Published by ………………... Shirley Ledford 
If you would like anything added or submitted send 
E-Mail to     ShirleyS_Ledford2005@yahoo.com 

PLEASE BE SURE TO 
SUPPORT YOUR 
NEWSLETTER 

SPONSORS 

Executive Board Meeting  9:00am  
followed by general meeting 
fourth Thursday every month 

Both held at:   Kirby Stewart Post 24 
2000 75th St. W. 

Bradenton, Florida, 34209 

To Members who are not aware -----          Updated 2/1/2008 
There is a shuttle bus to Bay Pines VA Hospital or Tampa VA Hospital.  The cost is now $5.00 each way.   
Phone   748-2317  ---  You must phone 2 days in advance and be ready to be picked up at your home by 7:30am

Special Notice: If you are a veteran in emotional crisis and need help RIGHT NOW, call this toll-free number  
1-800-273-8255, available 24/7, and tell them you are a veteran.          All calls are confidential. 

2 patches sewn on with purchase of shirt 
ALTERATIONS 

 
Terry E. Rehfeldt, 

CPA 
Principal 

 
3201 26th Street West 
Bradenton, Florida 

34205 
 

941.739.0920 Tel 
941.739.9822 Fax 

Phone 
941‐201‐4720 

BillyIrish64@gmail.com 
3405 46th Terrace E. 
Bradenton, Fl. 34203 


