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Due ~oJ~f.!<. of response 
and9th~r <;!!CUmstances 

June 5th event 
cancelled 
The Celebration of Freedom program dedicated 
to honoring Korean War veterans scheduled for 
June 5 and hosted by the Calvary Assembly 
Church of Orlando has been cancelled. 

The reasons given were the few 
responses received from Korean War veterans, 
and due to other circumstances surrounding the 
event, an official said. 

This does not in any way affect our 
chapter's ce lebration of the upcoming June 2S'l> 
anniversary at VFW Post 2093, w hich will be 
held on Saturday, June 25 at the VFW post . 

65th Infantry Park 
name under fire 
More than a hundred people gathered recently 
at the 65'" Infantry Regiment Veterans Park in 
the Buenaventura lakes area to defe nd the 
naming of the park in honor of 65 th Infantry 
veterans o f the Korean War. 

The park, which was named by former 
Osceola County Commissioner John Quinones is 
being disputed by Kathy Sperling who heads a 
sroup that wants to recall Quionones. She 

questions that the name of the park was 
"inappropriate" because some of the members 
of the unit "were court-martia led for di sobeying 
orders to fight during the Korean War. 
Although nearly 100 were court-martialed they 
were later pardoned. 

Writing in his column for the Orlando 
Sentinel on April 23, Darrel E. Owens succinctly 

summed up the issue: 'W hatever beef 
Sperling's group might have with a local 
politician isn't worth trashing the 65th 

- whose 

record of distinguished service in the face of 
withering prejudice epitomizes Ameri can 
resilence." 

Accor ding to the Borinqueneers 
website, members of the regiment earned a 
total of ten Distinguished Service Crosses, 250 
Si lver Stars, and over 1000 Bronze stars for 
valor and meritorious achievements. 

The incident that details the account of 
the battle at Jackson Heights is recounted in the 
1993 book, Stalemate & Standoff: The Bloody 
Outpost Wa r. ... 

Former chapter president Tom 
Roberts dies. See story on page 8. 
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Korean War Veterans 
group disbands 

A group of Korean War veterans attending an 
annual meeting in New Orleans recently, 
elected not to meet anymore and voted 

overwhelmingly to disband. 
Chuck Hankins, president of the 2"'" 

Infantry Division of the Korean War Veterans 
Alliance, attested to the fact that due to aging 
and i llnesses of the veterans, it was becoming 
difficult to predict how many members would 
show up at the next meeting. 

Chapter 173 officers are working hard 
to assure that the above sad incident will not 
happen to the chapter. However, although the 
member roster reads 90 members, usually 
attendance at chapter meetings ranges around 
15·20 members, often including one or two 
gues ts . Next meetIng: Thurs., May 19th 

• 

Minutes ofApril 1 
Cathy Alessandri, 1st vice commander, 

serving as presiding officer for Commander 
Chuck Travers, on excused leave, called the 
meeting to order approx. 1145 hours. Other 
officers were present or accounted for. Twenty­
one members and guests were in attendance. 

Fol/owing the invocation by Chaplain 
CuI/ertan, Commander Alessondri called for 
committee reports . 

The minutes of the previous meeting as 
appeared in the April issue were approved as 
presented. 

Treasurer Bob Johnson presented rhe 
financial report, which was approved by the 
membership. However, available funds were 
listed at $576, noting the need for fund-raiSing 
activities, 

Chaplain Tom Cullerton reported on the 
sta rus of several members, including Ted 

Trousdale, Jock Miller, John Randall, and Bob 
Balzer. Bob and Ted were welcomed back. 

judge Advocate Charlie First reported 
on the status of severol members regarding 

various issues; updated the upcoming medals 
ceremony canduaed by Sen. Nelson's office; 
and displayed the officiol I.o. s 0/ the KWVA 
representing the Korean War veteran and the 

Korean service veteron. 
Adjutant 8i11 Russell raid the 

membership that the June 5 event, to be hosted 
by the Calvary Assembly 0/ God Church in 
Orlando honoring Korean War veterans had 
been cancelled and wilt not be rescheduled. 
(Read related story on page 1). 

One 0/ the significant poInts made at 
the meeting was the shortage of membership 
and fund-raising support. Members were 
reminded that volunteers would be needed for 
upcoming events such os distributing the Rose 
of Sharon at Publlx store on SR 434 over the 
Memorial Day weekend (Saturday and Sunday, 
May 21 and Ma y22), at the Super Wal-Mart in 
Apopka On Saturday and Sunday, May 28-29. 
Both events will run from 10 a.m.ta 2 p.m. 

M embers were reminded of the 
invitation to take a tour of Boys' Town on 
Friday, April 29. 

Announcement was mode of the 
upcoming KWVA annual convention to be held 
in Quincy, Moss. on Oct. 28-31. Other 
announcements made included the OaF annual 
convention in Ocala, May 6·8, and the 
Caretakers M.E. Poker Run on Saturday May 14. 

Member Bob Bolzer described a recent 
program and events in DeLand to raise money 
for the Wounded Warrior Pfoject. He reported 
that he hod raised a large amount of money for 
the projecr. 

The meeting adjourned at 1235 hours. 
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Former ooF Vice President 

Korean War 

Navy Vet Dies 
Joseph Madeline, a member of neighboring 
Chapter 188 in Clermont, died on April 23. He 
was 76. He was buried at the Florida National 
Cemetery at Bushnell on Wednesday, April 27. 

Representing OoF were Ch. 173 members Bill 
Shibler, John Stelling, and Charlie First. 

Madeline was a lifetime KWVA member 
and founder of the Citrus Towers Veterans Day 
celebration . He served as I'" Vice President 
under President Jake Feaster. 
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for 2M Vice President for Jeffery J. Broadeur and 

Larry C. Kinard. 
For directors you may vote for four of 

the following: Richard E. Brown, George J. 

Bruzgis, l ouis T. Dechert, lewis M. Ewing, 

George E. Luhon, and luther E. Rice. 
YOu are urged to read about them and 

then make your choice . Ballots must arrive by 

June 10, 2011. 

A Note from the 
Commander 

A Navy veteran, he served aboard a 
destroyer hit by enemy fire off the North 
Korean coast. His story was published last year 
in The Graybeards. 

Shop at Lowe's and get 
10 percent discount 
The Lowe's Companies, Inc., has announced 
that it is expanding its support of the military by 
offering an all-day, every-day 10 percent 
discount to all military personnel who are 
active, reserve, retired or disabled veterans and 
their family members, with a valid, government­
issued military 1.0 . card . 

VOTE FOR KWVA 
OFFICERS 
One of the few th ings KWVA members are 
asked to do is ---VOTE! 

If you have received your current issue 
of The Graybeards, you will find the official 
ballot for [he 2011 election of officers and 
directors. 

The offices are for 2M Vice Pres ident 
and four directors. Bios are presented in the 

As we gear uown for the summer break, please 
remember that our fund nlisers are in full swing 
We will need help with them and hope you can 
provide some help. 

Thl:! newsletter wi ll remind you when 
they are happening. Also, to k.eep your eyes 
open to the newsletter for infonnation about our 
61 ,I annual program for th e start ofthe Korean 
War that wi lll1lke place in June and then the 58 
anniversary oCthe Korean cease fire in July. 

Th ese events are honoring all of you 
folks for your dedication and bravery while 
serving during the war. Please come out and 
celebrate Ihc:se events and enjoy the festiv ities 
and company of your fellow veterans. 

Remember we have no meetings during 
the summer and will pick up again in September. 

Nancy and J wish everyone a safe and 
enjoyable summer, and see you in the fall. 

Yours in comradeship, 
Chuck Travers, Commander 

Were you near an atomic 
bomb explosion or test site? 

If you were you're entitl ed to benefits by the 
VA. 

Atomic Veterans (a new kind of 
designation accorded certain veterans) who 
were near the devastated areas of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki after WWII, or involved in any of 
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the test sites in the Pa cific or Southwest U.S. 
Some conditions (mostly cancers) are 
Thr..Mo.ftlln1LCoLm. Vol. lS,_"1CWJ!U.J.. 

considered "presumptive conditions" for 
Atomic Veterans. The VA is encouraging all 
Atomi c Veterans to visit the new website for 

the Veteral)s __ AdvliorY_~Q.ard ~.~_ose 

Mconstructi9D. (V80R). Also, the VA oHers an 
evaluation, known as the Ion izing Radiation 
Registry, free-of-charge to all eligible Atomic 
Veterans. Information is avail able on the 
VA'sRad@tio!,} page .. - Courtesy f!li1j.to'Y...:.P?!!?, (A 
little lote, perhaps for some, but this would affect all 
the soldiers who were present and participated in the 
atomic gun test in Nevada - Ed..., 
Drlll .sergeants s.ay 

Air Force needs to add 
more weapon training 
The Air Force needs to dramatically increase the 
marksmanship componen t of basic training, 
accord ing to an Army and Air Force drill 
sergeant who recent ly identified potential 
improvements to basic courses . "Honestly, I 
think Air Force recruits should have the 
opportunity to qualify with their weapon," said 
Army drill instructor Staff Sgt. David Peters. " I 
know not every job in the Air Force will require 
you to deploy with a weapon; some of the guys 
don' t even leave the states, but I th ink it would 
be a good experience and at least build 
confidence in some Airmen that are coming out 
of basic training that they know how to operate 
a weapons system and they can use it 

effectively. -Courtesy m_U!t<;l ry .com. 

$.9ITle DatesW_Reme_m_bE;!r 
May 14- Caretakers Poker Run 


May 19 - Chapter Membership meeting 

May 21-22· Fund ra iser at Super Wal-Mart in 


Apopka . 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

May 28·29 (Sat. & Sun.) - Fund raise r at Pubhx 


on S.R. 434, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

May 30- Sanford Memorial Day Parade, 


, ..................••.••••........... 


beginning at 1O.a.rn. 

CHAPLAIN'S 
REFLECTIONS 

The greatness of America and the greatness 
of being an American definitely find its 
sign ificance in the month of May each year . 

The theme is found on M ay 5th - the National 
Day of Prayer. This is the day that all Americans 
should unite and pray for our leaders and the 
future of our country. It is a day to put political 
bickering aside and thank God for blessing 
Amerjca. 

Then on M ay Slt!_ Mother's Day, we do well to 
pray for and bless our mothers and the mothers 
of our children. The role of mother is one of the 
most difficult; let us never underestimate all 
they do for us and our children . 

May 21 Armed Forces Day will be there t o + 

honor all the men and women serving our 
country both at home and in foreign lands. It is 
wearing the uniform that serves our country, 
whether or not facing an enemy, that the 
interests and ideals of Uncle Sam are served. 

Finally, we have May 301t!, M emorial Day. This 
is the lega l holiday that we set aside to honor all 
the veterans who have given their lives in the 
service of our country. We also have heroes 

4 


http:m_U!t<;lry.com


••• 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

still alive from World Wars I and II, the Korean 
and Vietnam wars and present conflicts, very 
much found at our VA hospitals, and among our 
own ranks, who do not need a special day to be 
remembered. America owes all its military men 
and women its liberty and freedom. America 
both blesses and is blessed. We say thank you. 

-Tom Culferton, Chaplain KWVA Chapter 173 

,................................... . 

POKER RUN TICKETS 

NOW AVAILABLE 
KWVA members get first drawl We wi ll only 
have 500 tickets to sell for the Poker Run 
drawing. WIN A NEW SAMSUNG 43" PLASMA 
PDPTV - THE LATEST IN HD TVS. Tickets are 
limited to 500@ $10 each. 
John Stelling is cond ucting the tickets sales. 
Send $10 per ticket requested to John at MID 
FLA KWVA 173, PO BOX 160505 Altamonte 
Springs Fl 32716-()50S. John w ill fill in your 
information on the stub and put your ticket in 
the jar and mail your ticket back to you . You 
may also purchase tickets at the month 
meetings and events. Need a gift? Birthdays and 
anniversaries coming up so take a chance and 
buy a ticket for a gift . 
Anyone desiring to sell bunches of tickets or 

further questions ca ll 10hn Stelling at 407 886 
2169. 

MEMORIAL DAY 
PARADE & MEDAL 
CEREMONY NEWS 
The next parade will be Memorial Day, Monday 
May 30'" in Sanford Fl, w ith step o ff at 10 AM, 
with Memorial Day Program in the Sanford 
Veterans Memorial Park at lake Monroe and 
Park Ave ., Sanford . 

FREE lunch will follow at the DAV 
Chapter 30 at South u S 17·92, following the 
program. KWVA colors, white or light blue 
shirts, caps, etc. are the uniform of the day. We 
have a van for non-walkers and colors for those 
who wi sh to carry them . Line up around 9:15 
AM on East First St reet by the CitY park 

overlooking lake Monroe. The Medal 
Ceremony, conducted by Sena tor Nelson' s 

office, is scheduled for M onday May 30 
beginning at 4 PM in the American legion Hal( 

at Post 19, located at 2101 lee Road, Orlando. 
-173­
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IN MEMORY OF 13 CHAPLAINS K1LLLED 

IN ACTION (KIA) OR DIED IN NORTH 

KOREAN PRISIONER OF WAR CAMPS 


Tom Campbell, 6/ 2012 

NAT NACCARATO, E. A. 
Nacarato·Assodates@attJlet 

Accounting and Tax Offices 
MIAMI BALDWIN PARK 
10711 SW I04TII ST 4229 Enders St 
2nd Floor Sui te # 103 
305598-2276 Ph ones 407 893-$75 3 
305 598-5779 FAX 407893-5752 

Madeline family receives flag 
Joseph Madeline's family accepts the ceremonial nag 
from a naval officer a t the fun eral ceremony at th e 
Bushne ll Cemetery on Wed nesday. (See story on page 
3). ·Photo by Charlie Firs, 

' ••.•.....••............•.............•.• 

Sgt Caldwell Returns Home 
Sergeant First Class James C. Caldwell has rerurned 
home after being missi ng for 60 years . 

Sergeant Cal dwell was buried at Green wood 
Cem etery in Daytona Beach on Ap r il 27. He was kil) ed 
in 1950 in Korea and his remains had been returned by 
tlle North Korean government in 19905 but took years 
to identify. 

Bob Balzer, Dori s and Bob Johnson covered the 
story from Daytona Beach for the KWVA and the lSI 
CAV. 

' .............•........•................. 

Fridays! Do yo u have the hum drums on 
Friday's. If so, join us every Fr iday morning 
around 9 A.M . and meet fo r breakfast Become 
a 60 th Anniversary Ambassador, call on fellow 
Vetera ns on s ick call, sign cards for Get Well 
wis hes, etc. Sometimes committees like the 
fund ra ising. do foot work getting ready for 
the next fund raiser and we sign up and 
process new memberships. 
The Maitland Breakfast Club in the medical 
center a t the junction of Maitla nd Ave and 
Orie nta Drive, just one block south of Highway 
436 at the first traffic light It sits in the 
middl e of the medical plaza, which is behind 

6 Walgreens (on Hwy 436). 



OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS FOR: MID FLORIDA KOREAN WAR VETERANS isc 

CHAPTER #173, Charles "Chuck" T..avors, Commander, PO Bo)( 160505, Altamonte Springs FL 32116-0505, 

Phone 407 252-7447 (home) gunship442@aol.com or CRTravers@yahoo,com 


1. OUR NEXT MEETING WilL BE HELD 1100 Hours (11 A.M.) THURSDAY MAY 19th 2011 at Orange County VFW 
Post 2093, located at 4444 Edgewater Drive Orlando, FL Bring a Fellow Non-member, Korean War Veteran , or 

anyone else you choose. Please be there and support your chapterl 

ADVERTISERS AND BOOSTERS 

MSGT Gilbert M. Berg" Dedicated to Rangers, Past, 

Present and Future (EKp 12/20121 


Vic Haas, USAF (Retired) 2!Y" Air Force (£<p JIll) 


•
Ronald T York, Tank Co., 5'" Regimental Combat Team, 


Punchbowl, Korea, April '52 - Jan '53 (Explre$ 12/11) 


Robert 0 Johnson, E Co. 5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry 

Division, DEC 2, 1952 - DEC 15 1953 


33f~ Infantry Regim ental Combat Team & JWTC Panama 

Mar 20, 1954 - Jan 311958 


HQ 21" Direct Support Group Camp Red ( loud, Korea 


January 69 - December 1969 (fxpifes 04-111 


Thomas Horas, Co. C - 8tk Combat Engineers Battalion 

Korea 1950 /Expl,rs J J/WJ 1) 
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TED TROUSDALE uS Navy Submarine rs (Expirrs lllOll) 
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Central Property Management 

Independently Owned and Operated 


Marilyn C. Campbell 
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860 North State Road 434 111009 


Altamonte Springs fL 32714-7066 

Office: (407)862-2250 ext 2520 


Let me fist for you and my Finders FEE goes to KWVA 

Chapter 173 


VFW POST 2093 
'The Acn'on Post on rhe Lake" 

Suzy Spivey, Marketing Director 

4444 Edgewater Drive, Orlando Fl 32804 


407296-2502 or 407399-3960 Cell 

Banquet Facilities, outdoor Pavili on, Lakeside BBQ Pit 


and Picnic area available 


Bill King Sr COMBAT MEDIC 

2ND BN 19TH REGT 24TH INF DIV KOREA 

JULY 261950 - MARCH 20, 1951 

Bilt Russell "Korean War Historian" (hp 1/2011) 

R. D. "Jack" Miller, 1871h Airborne Regimental Combat 

Team Korea, 5 th SpeCial Forces Group Vi etnam, 

11th Airborne Division, 82nd Airborne Division Association) 
(E~p J 1/10 / JJ 

Depanment of Florida 20 15 SW 75th SI. , Gllinesville FL 

32607 1J.f")II/1 


Tr:lnsponalion CoordiO.lllOr Orlando VA Heallb ea re Ccntcr 

5201 Raymond SL, Orll1ndo FL32803 


Phonc: (407) 629-1 599 .:1.1: 1968 


Korean War, Korean Era and Korean Service Veterans 
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Charles R Travers, 


President KWVA Ch 173 

P OBOX 160505 


Altamonte Springs Fl 

32716-0505 M II f 0 FROM 7IPCOUF 

T JTHELL CHAPTER 169 KWVA COMPch 173 COMP 
19 147 PARK PL BLVD 
EUSTIS FL 32726-7262 

Tom Roberts was founding 
president 
Tom Roberts, Winter Park, whose name is 
synonymous with local veterans' organizations in 
central Florida, died Wednesday, May 4, following 
a long illness. 

Tom became the first president of Chapter 173 on 
June 25 th 1999 and served several terms in that 
ca pacity as well as his wife, Marian, an Air Force 
veteran. 

Tom dropped out of high school at the age of 16, 
lied about his age and enlisted in the Army in 1946. 
He later served in Korea and other parts of the 
world during his military service . In Korea he 
se rved with the Military Police Corps and was 
present during the evacuation of Hungnam in 
December 1950. 

American Legion Post 112 on N Goldenrod 
Rd, Winter Park will have a Memorial Service in his 
honor on Friday May 13l h at 7 PM . 
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