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The Morning Calm 
MAY 2015 Vol. 18 – Chapter 173 Mid-FL Korea War Veterans Association (KWVA) 

Armed Forces Day May 16 

            

TWENTY YEARS AGO THIS SUMMER. 
 

 The Korean War Veterans Memorial on the Mall in Washington, D.C. was 

dedicated on July 27, 1995.  At the dedication were President Bill Clinton and 

South Korean President Kim Young Sam. It was the culmination of many years of 

planning and fund-raising. The Korean War Veterans Memorial was confirmed by 

the U.S. Congress (Public Law 99-572) on October 18, 1986 with design and 

construction managed by the Korean War Veterans Advisory Council and the 

American Battle Monuments Commission. (See further commentary on p. 5),

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress_of_the_United_States
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Aerial view of the Korean War Memorial 

*** 

Only three at April meeting 

Membership attendance  

hits all-time low 
If you discount the officers and members of the 

Color/Honor squad, who were decked in their 

American Legion uniforms preparing for a 

service right after the meeting, there were only 

three members present.  

 At the March meeting only six members 

attended. February had four and five were at the 

January meeting. This is a total of 18 members 

over a four-month meeting period, or an average 

of 4.5 members per meeting. 

 When 1
st
 Vice and Membership Director 

Jim Prior presented his membership report, he 

reported that we had 83 members listed on the 

roster, 69 of which are considered “active,” and  

62 voting members.  

 Last fall the chapter included a form in 

the Morning Calm, asking recipients to complete 

and return concerning several issues of the 

chapter. Jim Prior designed the form to try and 

discover why the low attendance. The questions 

covered attendance, health and mobility,  

 Unfortunately only a very few 

responded and no conclusions were made. 

However, from the few who did respond, time, 

place, transportation and health presented no 

problems. However, one noted that “his plate 

was full,” meaning obviously that he belonged 

to a number of veterans organizations and 

couldn’t make them all.  

 One of the things that may improve 

attendance map be publishing the Morning Calm 

earlier and getting it to you in plenty of time so 

you can plan your day. Just as a reminder, 

however, you can mark your calendar that we 

meet the third Thursday of each month, except 

for the summer break. However recognition of 

two important dates in the Korean War will be 

observed – June 25 and July 27. (more 

information on p. 8).  

 Just another reminder, remember that 

we are meeting at the Casselberry Veterans 

Club. There is a luncheon menu available. 

*** 

Successful in the past 

Tell America 

program may 

resume 

 
John (Sonny) Edwards, KWVA National Director 

and Membership Chair, in a recent presentation at 

an elementary school in Virginia 

 
It’s possible that the Tell America program, so 

successful in past years, may be re-constituted 

by the chapter beginning with the 2015-16 

school years. 

 The board will consider conducting the 

program as a means of educating youngsters 

about the Korean War and that it is not 

forgotten. 

 Longtime member Victor Haas, who 

now resides in Pennsylvania, but who has been a 

long-time supporter of the chapter for many 

years, started the program years ago and several 
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members of the chapter have participated in the 

program, going into local schools to tell the 

story about Korea.  

 Commander Chuck Travers said the 

subject would be an issue at the next board 

meeting (Thurs. May 21, 10 a.m., right before 

the general meeting). 

 

 

A busy month 

What’s happening 

 in May? 
A busy month ahead.. 

 Beginning on Saturday, May 16
th

, the 

Department of Florida KWVA will be holding 

its DoF Annual Convention. That day is also 

Armed Forces Day.  

 On Thursday, May 21
st
 the board and 

general membership meetings will be held at the 

Casselberry Veterans Club. Board meeting starts 

at 10 a.m., followed at 11 a.m. with the general 

membership meeting. (NOTE: the membership 

meeting will be the last one of the year until 

August. However, the board will continue to 

meet monthly, and the Korean War 

anniversaries programs will be observed on 

dates set (65
th

 Anniversary of Korean War 

will be observed on Sunday, June 28; 62
rd

 

Anniversary of the Ceasefire will be observed 

on Sunday, July 26. 

 The Memorial Day chapter fund-raisers 

will be held on Sat. May 23 and Sunday May 

24 at Publix on S.R. 434, just across from 

Seminole State College. If you would like to 

volunteer some time there let Lee Wozniak 

know at 321-276-6943. The big SCVAC 

Memorial Day Parade takes place in Sanford on 

Monday, May 25. Line up for the parade will 

start on First Street beginning at 9 a.m. Chapter 

173 will be in position no. 42. 

 Opening ceremonies for the new VA 

facility at Lake Nona will be held on Tuesday, 

May 26. No details available at this writing but 

it’s likely Rep. John Mica will be there.  

The following day, May 27, the 

Governor’s Veterans Service Awards ceremony 

will occur at the Florida National Guard Armory  

(see article on page 4 for further information 

about the awards and the ceremony.) 

Secretary’s Notes 

 
The April meeting got underway at approx. 1100 

hours, April 16. Officers and directors were 

present or accounted for. In addition to board 

members and Color Guard, which was providing 

service for the American Legion at a military 

funeral following the meeting, there were only 

three regular members in attendance. 

 First order of business was the 

swearing-in of John Stelling as 2
nd

 Vice 

Commander conducted by Judge Advocate 

Charlie First. 

Reports 

Treasurer’s Report was presented by 

Treasurer Ron Coleman and approved by the 

members; the minutes of the previous meeting as 

published in the Morning Calm were 

approved… 1
st
 Vice Jim Prior and Membership 

Director presented the latest on membership… 

Editor Bill Russell reported on what’s 

happening at the Morning Calm  and promised 

to get the issue out as early as possible to remind 

members of the upcoming meetings … 

 Commander Travers reported on the 

possible opening of the USO at OIA in October 

where he will present the USO with a check … 

 He also discussed the upcoming 

SCVAC parade in Sanford on Memorial Day 

and gave details on the parade… 

 Commander reminded members of the 

upcoming (May 16) DoF Convention and 

informed members that the chapter had taken a 

¼ page ad in the convention book.  

“Good of the Order” 

In the “Good of the Order” session 

discussion was generated as to what activities 

does the chapter participates in other than meet 

monthly. It was pointed out that the chapter is 

involved in several public venues including 
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parades in Sanford (and in Orlando for the 

Fourth of July, and also the chapter’s 

participation in the successful Korean-American 

college baseball series this spring.   

One of the activities that was brought up 

was the “Tell America” program and the 

possible participation in that program once 

again. Commander Travers suggested that it was 

something that could be discussed further (see 

article on page 2). Submitted by Bill Russell, 

Secretary. 

*** 

Chapter website  

dropped; lack of usage 
Chapter 173’s website is no more. 

It has been scrapped due to the resignation of 

Webmaster Joe Guglich, who has managed it for 

several years, and due mostly due to the cost and 

time to maintain and also to the belief that very 

few members used it. 

 It is unlikely, Commander Travers said, 

that it will be re-started. He gave thanks to Joe 

for the efforts he put into it. 

*** 

Governor’s Veterans 
Service Award 
presentation scheduled  
  Florida Governor Rick Scott will award the 

Governor’s Veterans Service Award to 

honorably discharged veterans at the Florida 

National Guard Armory, 2809 South Ferncreek 

Avenue, in Orlando on Wednesday, May 27 at 

9:30 a.m.   
The governor visited Melbourne in 

January, Panama City in February, The Villages 

in March and West Palm Beach on April 21 

Monthly medal ceremonies in other Florida 

cities are planned, but the schedule for the 

remainder of the year has not been released.  

Registration for the event is required 

and a form is provided for those who receive the 

Morning Calm by e-mail.   For others you 

should visit the FDVA website at 

http://floridavets.org/gvsa/ for the form and for 

further information. Veterans must bring  

 
The “Governor’s Veterans Service Award 

(above left is picture of front side that contains the 

Great Seal of Florida; the reverse side contains 

images of all the services. 

documentation to validate your veteran status 

(eg., DD214, retiree ID card, military ID, 

Florida Driver License with “V” designation, 

Veterans Service Organization membership 

card, etc.). 

The “Governor’s Veterans Service 

Award” honors Floridians who have served in 

the U.S. Military. The front of the medal depicts 

the Great Seal of the State of Florida. The back 

of the medal displays the five seals representing 

the five branches of U.S. Military with an 

inscription that reads “Honoring Those Who 

Served.” 

Forms may also be available at the May 

16 meeting.  

*** 

Chaplain Mayes  

on the go 

Chapter 173’s Chaplain Elmer Mayes is one 

busy man …err'.. chaplain. 

 Elmer, who serves as chaplain for 

several veterans, reported recently his activity 

for one month. They went like this: 

Conducted eight church services. 

Made numerous telephone calls. 

Provided chaplain services at two 

memorial services. 

Wrote numerous get-well cards 

Provided chaplain services at various 

veterans’ organizations. 

Drove many miles. 

 And on May 2, Elmer was one of the 

guests to make an Honor Flight to the Nation’s 

Capital to visit veterans’ memorials. He was 

accompanied by Mike Gentz. 

*** 

http://floridavets.org/gvsa/
http://floridavets.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Image-of-Medal-Back.jpg
http://floridavets.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Image-of-Medal-Front.jpg
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A Commentary by 
Bill Russell, Editor 

 
Photo by Helena Veenstra 

The picture on the front page brings back fond 

memories to me. I was there for that dedication 

on that sweltering day in the Nation’s Capital in 

July 1995. 

 My being at that event was the 

culmination of two years of work with the 

Korean War Veterans Memorial Advisory 

Board, presided by Gen. Richard Stilwell. I 

served as a staff member to the board, that 

consisted of some of the most highly respected 

men and women of military service presided by 

then retired 4-star General Richard G. Stillwell 

(below). As a staff member I accompanied 

General Stillwell through the halls of  

  

 
 

Congress, knocking on doors and gathering 

support for the memorial. Needless to say, he 

was rarely turned away. 

 I also had the honor of the painstaking 

job of making an accurate count of every 

American killed in action during the Korean 

War. One day I was handed a long computer 

printout of listing of KIAs. There had not been 

to that date an accurate accounting, only 

estimates. I counted every name on that list. It 

took me several weeks to accomplish but I can 

remember to this day the figure – 33,629 KIA. 

Since that date, the number has changed, more 

names have been confirmed and added. 

 One of the members of the Advisory 

Board was Col. (U.S.A.-Ret.) William Weber,  

 

 
 

Col Weber (standing, 2nd from right) with President 

Reagan, 1987, signing the bill authorizing the 

construction of the memorial. Gen. Stillwell (in the 

light suit at the left), and other newly-appointed 

members of the council look on. 

Colonel Weber now serves as Chairman of the 

Korean War Veterans Memorial Foundation. For 

several years now he has been fighting to get 

HR-318 enacted.  

This proposed bill calls for a Wall of 

Remembrance to augment the Pool of 

Remembrance at the Korean War Veterans 

Memorial.     

 The Wall would memorialize the names 

of the KIA and the numbers of the WIA and 

POW for posterity, in keeping with the spirit of 

PL 99-572, the original legislation that 

authorized the Memorial. 

 It’s interesting to note that one of the 19 

stainless steel statues bears the facial expression 

of Col. Weber. 

 You can help Colonel Weber 

accomplish his mission by urging your 

Congressional Representative to become a co-

sponsor of HR-218 ASAP. 

It has been these two men basically, 

who were and are the backbone of keeping the 

image of the Korean War alive. We can do it 

also. Thank you. 

*** 

Next issue of The Morning Calm – 

September 2015 
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Officers& Directors 

COMMANDER 
Charles “Chuck” Travers 

407 252 7447 

crtravers@yahoo.com 

1
st 

VICE COMMANDE 

James Prior 

jhprior@aol.com 

407 323-8465 

2
ND

 VICE COMMANDER 

John Stelling  

jstelling@centurylink.com 

407 413-9787 

3
RD

 VICE COMMANDER 

Vacant 

TREASURER 

Ronald Coleman 

ronlee113@gmail.com 

SEC. /MC EDITOR 

Bill Russell 

407 260-1540 

billrider29@embarqmail.com 

CHAPLAIN 

Elmer Mayes 

407 414-6889 

Topreach11@msn.com 

HISTORIAN 

Gil Harris 

407 296 2413 

1cav13sig@gmail.com 

SGT-AT-ARMS 

Nancy Travers 

407 252 7447 

COLOR/HONOR GUARD 

Charlie First 

407 453-4379 

Cfirst15@cfl.rr.com  

FUND RAISING 

Lee Wozniak 

321-276-6943 

Leewoz31@yahoo.com 

JUDGE ADVOCATE 

Charlie First 

cfirst15@cfl.rr.com 

407 453-4379 

GOLD STAR 

Kit Frazer 

407 824-4864 

kitfrazer@bellsouth.net 

KOREAN COORDINATOR 

Min Park 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 

By Elmer Mayes 
Several years ago, a class of fifth-grade students 

was asked to prepare a list of questions to ask 

Jesus if He were to show up in person the 

following week. The same request was asked of 

adults. The results were startlingly different. The 

kids' questions ranged from adorable to 

poignant: "Will we have to sit around in robes 

and sing all day in heaven? Will my puppy be in 

heaven? Were the whales in or out of the ark? 

How's my grandpa doing up there with You?" 

Almost without fail, their questions were free 

from doubt that heaven existed or that God acts 

supernaturally. 

   Adults, on the other hand, featured a 

completely different line of questioning: "Why 

do bad things happen to good people? How do I 

know you're listening to my prayers? Why is 

there only one way to heaven? How could a 

loving God let this tragedy happen to me. For 

the most part, children live life unfettered by the 

cares that burden adults. Their faith lets them 

trust God more readily.    

 While we adults often get lost in trials 

and sorrows, children retain the psalmist's view 

of life---an eternal perspective that sees the 

greatness of God (Psalm 8:1-2). 

   God can be trusted, and He longs for us 

to trust Him the way children do (Matthew 

18:3). Have you trusted Him? Serving Jesus 

Because HE DIED for US! -Elmer Mayes 

Chaplain, KWVA 173  
.*** 

 

NAT NACCARAT0 E.A. 
Naccarato-Associates@att.net 

2747 Upper Park Rd. 

Orlando, FL 32814  
Phone: 407 960-413 

 

 

mailto:Leewoz31@yahoo.com
mailto:kitfrazer@bellsouth.net
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Personals 

 
IN MEMORY OF 13 CHAPLAINS 

KILLED IN ACTION (KIA) IN NORTH 

KOREA PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS 

-TOM CAMPBELL- 

 

MSGT GILBERT M. BERG – Dedicated 

to Rangers, Past, Present and Future. 

_______________________________ 

 

VIC HAAS (USAF-RET) 

20
TH

 AIR FORCE 

 
Renewed 3/1/15 

_________________________________ 

TED TROUSDLE - YUN1 US NAVY 

(’51-’56) SUB SQUADRON 2 

AMPHIBIOUS FORCES US PAC; THE 

PENTAGON; JUSMAG 

_________________________________ 

GENERAL PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 
Independently Owned and 

Operated by 

Marilyn C. Campbell 

President/Broker 

860 North State Road 434 # 1009 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714-7066\ 

__________________________________ 

BEA KING 

WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS (WAC) 

1951-1955 

 
______________________________ 

BILL KING, JR 

COMBAT MEDIC 

 
 

2
ND

 BN, 19
TH

 INF REGT 

24
TH

 INF DIVISION KOREA 

JULY 26 1950-MARCH 1951 

________________________________ 

 

 
 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 

DEPT. OF FLORIDA 

2015 SW 75
TH

 ST 

GAINESVILLE, FL 32607 

_________________________________ 

BILL RUSSELL 

US ARMY 1947-1956 

OFFICIAL ARMY CORRESPONDENT 

Korea 1951-1953 

 
 

Note: If you would like to continue your 

personal ad, please submit the fee of $15 

to Ch. 173 Treasurer. Thank you.  
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THE MORNNG CALM 

Charles R. Travers 

Commander, KWVA Ch. 173 

PO Box 160505 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32716-0505 

 
Keep the image alive 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER TO MEMBERS!! 

Please note that the May 21 membership meeting will be the last meeting of the 

membership season. There will be no membership meetings during June, July, 

and August but will resume on Thursday, September 17. However, the two 

Korean War anniversaries – June 25 and July 27 will be observed on respective 

Sundays of June 28 and July 26 at the Casselberry Veterans Club. Each program 

will begin at 5 p.m. 

The Board of Directors will still meet at their regular time during June, July, and 

August beginning at 11 a.m. but will return to its regular starting time of 10 a.m. in 

September. Also, The Morning Calm will not be published during the summer 

break, but will resume prior to the September meeting. Any questions should be 

directed to the editor or any member of the board.  

Thank you.  

Chuck Travers, Commander. 
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