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The Morning Calm 

March 2015 Vol. 18 – Chapter 173 Mid-FL Koreaa War Veterans Association 

 

 

Commander Chuck Travers presents Min Park with a special certificate at the February meeting, inducting him as 

an Honorary Member of Chapter 173. Seated at right is 1
st

 Vice Commander Jim Prior. (Photo by Tae Kim) 

Will serve on board as Korean Activities Coordinator 

Min Park inducted into Chapter 173 

Min Park, who has coordinated many 

activities between the Korean community, 

including the recent Christmas party, last 

summer’s all-star baseball series between 

Korean and Florida all-stars, and many other 

events, will now be doing it officially. 

   Commander Chuck Travers and the 

Board of Directors inducted him into the 

chapter as an Honorary Member with the 

title “Korean Activities Coordinator.”  

 Tae Kim, who took the above photo, 

will also be inducted into the chapter in 

March and has agreed to serve as our official 

photographer.  

A most welcomed asset to the 

chapter and to the Morning Calm. 
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One of heroes of Pork Chop Hill 

Earle Denton dies 

Earle Denton, Lt. Col., USA-Ret., long time 

member of Chapter 173 and numerous other 

veterans’ organizations, died March 1st. 

` Col. Denton was a decorated veteran 

of both the Korean and Vietnam Wars. He 

was prominently portrayed in author  S.L.A. 

Marshall’s highly acclaimed book, Pork 

Chop Hill, where Denton, as a second 

lieutenant platoon leader, was a significant 

factor in that battle, earning the Silver Star 

and Purple Heart Medals. He was also 

recognized for his service in Vietnam.  

 Denton was highly involved in 

Central Florida civic and veteran’s activities 

and was a leader in the modeling and 

simulation (M&S) industry, being inducted 

into the M&S Hall of Fame. 

 He spearheaded bringing the VA 

hospital to Orlando and the Central Florida 

Veterans Memorial Park Foundation 

(CFVMPF) memorial park behind it. 

 He is survived by his wife, Carol, 

two daughters and two granddaughters. 

 In lieu of flowers, donations were 

requested to the (CFVMPF) at 

CFVMPF.org. 

*** 

MINUTES OF FEB. MEETING 
Commander Travers got the meeting underway 

with a call to order, Pledge of Allegiance, and 

Opening prayer. 

 Commander Travers announced that 

Min Park had been approved by the Board for an 

honorary membership in the chapter for his 

outstanding contributions to the chapter in 

connection with Korean activities. Min was 

awarded a certificate of membership by 

Commander Travers (picture above). 

 The following reports were presented: 

Membership: 1
st
 Vice and Membership Chair 

Jim Prior reported active members of  

78 with 68 voting members.  

John Wardell introduced Nick Dini as a 

new member in the chapter (see story on page 3. 

 The Treasurer’s Report was 

presented by new Treasurer Ron Coleman, 

who reviewed the expenses and reported a 

balance of $1,138.11as of Feb. 5. 

 In the Morning Calm editor’s report, 

Bill Russell noted that the delay of the Feb. 

issue was due to an illness and late in getting 

it to the printer. He reminded members that 

due to board and chapter meetings on same 

day, hard copies of the issue will get to 

members much earlier. 

 Since no further business was 

conducted, the meeting was adjourned. 

-Submitted by Bill Russell, Secretary. 

***\ 

KOREAN WAR 

NEWS 

Courtesy kwva.org 

 

A sad ending of one of us 

Korean War veteran found 

frozen to death  
An 85-year old Korean War veteran was 

found dead of hypothermia recently in his 

mobile home atop a mountain in a remote 

area of Tennessee. 

 When authorities arrived after being 

contacted by a nearby neighbor who said 

Bradley Sutter had not answered his knock 

they found temperature at 16 degrees both 

outside and inside his home. 

 No other information was available. 

*** 

Korean War veteran 
pursues journey to solve 
the cold case murder of his 
brother 
A Korean War veteran has only one wish 

before he dies - to see the man who killed 

his brother 34 years ago brought to justice.   

 
Cont. on page 3                        
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Robert Thompson, 83, of Baltimore, 

Maryland, has become obsessed with the 

murder of his brother, Tommy, on July 27, 

1981, according to Google news. 

“'This is my last chance. All my 

brothers are dead. I'm the only one who can 

do this because I'm the only one left,'' he 

said of the cold case. 

. The victim, who was shot with a .22 

handgun in the stomach, leg and head, had 

been going to pick up Chinese takeout for 

dinner with his wife.  A suspect described as 

a thin, black, 5'10'' man with large sideburns 

was seen leaving the vehicle after it hit a fire 

hydrant.  

Thompson had surgery to save his 

life, but died the next day, leaving behind 

four children. 

Robert is now looking to find the 

man who killed his brother with whom he 

was close to in their childhood. 

Robert, who served with his brother 

in the Korean War, had offered up to $5,000 

as a reward to find the suspect after the 

tragic event, but the case grew cold. 

Thompson has now teamed with 

detective Albert “Mad Dog” Marcus, 65, 

who is looking to solve the murder before he 

retires after 40 years of fighting crime. 

*** 

Served with the Turks 

Nick Dini welcomed 

into the chapter 

Chapter members welcomed Nick Dini into 

the chapter at the February meeting. 

Member John Wardell introduced him. 

 Nick served with the Turkish 

Brigade Artillery as an artillery specialist 

from 1951-l952 in the Heartbreak Ridge 

sector.  

The Turkish Brigade was a Turkish 

Army Infantry Brigade that served with 

the United Nations Command during 

the Korean War between 1950 to 1953. 

Attached to the U.S. 25th Infantry 

Division the Turkish Brigade fought in 

several actions and was awarded unit 

citations from Korea and the United States 

after fighting in the Kuni-ri Battle. The 

Turkish Brigade made a name for itself for 

its fighting ability, stubborn defense, and 

commitment to mission, and bravery. They 

were respected by friend and foe alike. 

 

 
The caption reads: “Turkish troops provide 

covering fire from M15.”(U.S. Army photo) 

 

Nick reminds everyone that he’s 

from Ossining, New York, the site of Sing 

Sing Prison, where in 1953 the Rosenbergs 

were electrocuted for espionage. 

*** 

  

Local chapter member 

comments in The Graybeards 

“I must have slept through 

that Korean thing” 
In the Nov.-Dec. issue of The Graybeards, 

Editor Art Sharp writes about meeting a 

fellow customer in a tire store where both 

were waiting to have new tires mounted.  

Art is reading a history of the Spanish 

American War when the fellow customer 

asks Art why he is reading a history book in 

a tire store. 

 Art explains that he likes reading 

history and his waiting mate begins asking 

questions. At any rate, the conversation gets 

down through the wars as Art attempts to 

explain what happened in the world.  When 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infantry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brigade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Command
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/25th_Infantry_Division_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/25th_Infantry_Division_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unit_citation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unit_citation
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he got to the Korean War, his fellow “tire 

mate” didn’t remember it. He said he 

remembered World War II and Vietnam and 

added when Art reminded him of what the 

Korean War was, replied “I must have slept 

through that Korean thing.”  

 So enter Chapter Member Bob 

Barfield, who writes in the 

“Feedback/Return Fire” section of the Jan.-

Feb. issue commending Art on his editorial 

and pointing out that on the same day he got 

his Graybeards he also received his 

American Legion magazine. Bob wrote 

that a reader referred to a past article in the 

magazine entitled “America’s Most Beloved 

Veterans,” and thought “lo and behold one 

of the first articles was from a veteran (non-

Korean vet obviously) commenting on that 

article.  

 Bob said that in the writer’s letter in 

the American Legion Magazine, he 

mentions (l” the lonely soldier on a hilltop in 

Afghanistan; 2) the Marine lying prone in a 

rice paddy in Vietnam; 3) an airman away 

from his family at an airfield in World War 

II, and 4) a soldier in the trenches of World 

War I”. He  also refers to veterans in other 

ways. Bob said, “but, as usual, Korean vets 

are not mentioned!”  

 “It irritates the hell out of me!” Bob 

wrote in his letter to The Graybeards. 
(Ed. Note: It irritates me also, but members, 

we can do something about this unfortunate 

denial or ignorance or whatever you want to 

call it…keep the image alive by displaying 

some item of garment that we wear to state 

emphatically that we are a “KOREAN WAR 

VETERAN.” Wear it when you go out in 

public – to the store, the doctor, any place 

where you will run into the public. Not just 

to chapter meetings. I challenge you to do 

this. It will help to keep our image alive and 

remind people that there was a Korean War, 

one of the most bitter of wars the United 

States has been engaged in. Thanks. – B.R. 
*** 

A Commentary by 

Bill Russell, Editor 

  

Photo by Helena Veenstra 

Victor A. (Vic) Haas and his wife Marjorie 

(Marge) may have missed every meeting 

we’ve had the past several years due to a 

relocation, but present or not, Vic is still one 

of the most supportive members of our 

chapter.  

For several months he had wondered 

what happened to the chapter since he did 

not receive the Morning Calm. But that was 

due to a technical error and now he’s back 

on track receiving each issue. 

 Not only that but Vic recently 

renewed his personal ad in the publication 

and made a generous donation to the 

chapter. In fact, Vic has been one of Chapter 

173’s most consistent donors. 

 A former recipient of the Veteran of 

the Year Award, Vic was the backbone of 

the Tell America Program, in which he 

coordinated the program as well as 

personally visiting many schools to tell 

students about the Korean War.  

 A 20-year veteran of the U.S. Army 

Air Corps and later the U.S. Air Force 

(retiring in1967), Vic was based at Kadena 

AF Base on Okinawa with the 20
th

 Air 

Force. During the Korean War he was 

frequently sent to Korea to help establish 

radar sites on mountain tops to guide U.S. 

bombers on their raids.  

 

 

*** 
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Message to all Korean War Veterans: 

 

Keep the image 

alive !!! Wear this 

when  you go out …not 

just at our personal 

meetings. 
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Personals. 

 
IN MEMORY OF 13 CHAPLAINS 

KILLED IN ACTION (KIA) IN NORTH 

KOREA PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS 

-TOM CAMPBELL- 

 

MSGT GILBERT M. BERG – Dedicated 

to Rangers, Past, Present and Future. 

_______________________________ 

 

VIC HAAS (USAF-RET) 

20
TH

 AIR FORCE 

 
Renewed 3/1/15 

_________________________________ 

TED TROUSDLE - YUN1 US NAVY 

(’51-’56) SUB SQUADRON 2 

AMPHIBIOUS FORCES US PAC; THE 

PENTAGON; JUSMAG 

_________________________________ 

GENERAL PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 
Independently Owned and 

Operated by 

Marilyn C. Campbell 

President/Broker 

860 North State Road 434 # 1009 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714-7066\ 

__________________________________ 

BEA KING 

WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS (WAC) 

1951-1955 

 
______________________________ 

BILL KING, JR 

COMBAT MEDIC 
 

 
 

2
ND

 BN, 19
TH

 INF REGT 

24
TH

 INF DIVISION KOREA 

JULY 26 1950-MARCH 1951 

________________________________ 

 

 
 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 

DEPT. OF FLORIDA 

2015 SW 75
TH

 ST 

GAINESVILLE, FL 32607 

_________________________________ 

BILL RUSSELL 

US ARMY 1947-1956 

OFFICIAL ARMY CORRESPONDENT 

Korea 1951-1953 

 
 

(This space reserved for your 

personal ad) 
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COMMANDER 

Charles “Chuck” Travers 

407 252 7447 

crtravers@yahoo.com 

1
st 

VICE COMMANDE 

James Prior 

jhprior@aol.com 

407 323-8465 

2
ND

 VICE COMMANDER 

John Stelling  

jstelling@centurylink.com 

407 413-9787 

3
RD

 VICE COMMANDER 

Vacant 

TREASURER 

Ronald Coleman 

ronlee113@gmail.com 

SEC. /MC EDITOR 

Bill Russell 

407 260-1540 

billrider29@embarqmail.com 

CHAPLAIN 

Elmer Mayes 

407 414-6889 

Topreach11@msn.com 

HISTORIAN 

Gil Harris 

407 296 2413 

1cav13sig@gmail.com 

SGT-AT-ARMS 

Nancy Travers 

407 252 7447 

COLOR/HONOR GUARD 

Charlie First 

407 453-4379 

Cfirst15@cfl.rr.com  

FUND RAISING 

Lee Wozniak 

407 658-2901 

leonwozniak@yahoo.com 

WEBMASTER 

Joe Guglich  

321-253-0347 

JUDGE ADVOCATE 

Charlie First 

cfirst15@cfl.rr.com 

407 453-4379 

GOLD STAR 

Kit Frazer 

407 824-4864 

kitfrazer@bellsouth.net 

KOREAN COORDINATOR 

Min Park 

*** 
Says Sentinel Letter Writer 

VA cuts Lake Nona 

welcome short 
When an Orlando Vietnam veteran arrived 

at the new Lake Nona hospital facility to 

partake in its “Welcome Home,” event, he 

found himself too late, or at least according 

to VA officials. 

 The VA had advertised its new 

facility on Sat. Feb. 28 as welcome home 

day but when the veteran arrived he was told 

they were shutting down. The hours were 

announced as from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Writing in the Letters to the Editor 

section, he said “when we arrived before 

12.45 p.m. we were told it was shutting 

down because of the rain.  

 “A car show was outside, however,” 

he continues, “but we didn’t come to see 

cars, but the new facility.”  

The veteran said he hoped it was not 

representative of the hospital’s future 

service and pointed out that as a Vietnam 

veteran with several service-connected 

disabilities, he had received excellent health 

care from the Raymond Street Clinic for 

more than 10 years. 

 “After much anticipation and a long 

drive, we felt shortchanged,” he said. 

*** 

NAT NACCARAT0  

E.A. 
Naccarato-Associates@att.net 

2747 Upper Park Rd. 

Orlando, FL 32814  
Phone: 407 960-413 

mailto:kitfrazer@bellsouth.net
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THE MORNNG CALM 

Charles R. Travers 

Commander, KWVA Ch. 173 

PO Box 160505 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32716-0505 

 
Keep the image alive 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I pledge allegiance… 

 

 
Photo by Tae Kim 
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