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The Morning Calm 

February 2015 Vol. 18 – Chapter 173 Mid-FL Korea War Veterans Association 

Kinda’ breakin’ news 

Board decides to combine meetings into one

Officers of Chapter 173 at their monthly 
meeting at Casselberry Vets on Feb. 3 
elected to combine the monthly membership 
meeting with the monthly board meeting, 
thus having only one meeting for board 
members to attend each month.  
 Ordinarily, the board has met on the 
first Tuesday of each month, including the 
summer recess, and the monthly members 
meeting on the third Thursday. Now both 
meetings will be held on the third Thursday 
of each month. It will become effective with 
the March meeting. The vote was 
unanimous. 
 The schedule will be as follows: the 
board will hold its meeting beginning at 
9:30. The regular member meeting following 
will begin at 11 o’clock as normal. 
 It came at the suggestion of newly 
elected Treasurer Ron Coleman, who also 
suggested including a meeting menu on 
page 7 of this issue of the Morning Calm so 
members will be able to have lunch at 
Casselberry.  
 A good idea would be to clip out the 
menu and bring it with you to meeting. 

*** 

“New” board sworn in; 

plans laid out for 2015 
The new 2015 board of officers and 
directors were sworn in at the Jan. 15 
membership meeting and Commander  
Chuck Travers laid out some plans for the 
new year. (See further information in the 
minutes on page 2) 

With the exception of Ron Coleman, 
who has taken over the treasurer’s position, 

replacing Dick Padgett, who has resigned, 
the board is not all that “new.”  
 There has been some slight 
movement, however. Jim Prior has moved 
up to 1st Vice, replacing Charlie First, who 
resigned from that position. Jim also serves 
as Membership Chair. Charlie will still serve 
as Judge Advocate and coordinator of the 
Color/Honor Guard. 
 The 2nd Vice position has been 
assumed by John Stelling while the 3rd Vice 
position will remain vacant. Commander 
Chuck Travis retains the leader position. 

*** 

Good news: 

VA opens first clinic at Lake 
Nona; closing annex; Lake 
Baldwin outpatient clinic to 
remain open 
The headlines above just about tell the good 
news story of the VA Clinic at Lake Nona. 
 In an article earlier this month in the 
Orlando Sentinel by staff writer Naseem S. 
Miller, it was reported that VA Medical 
Center at Lake Nona will open its first clinic 
on Tuesday, February 24 with primary care 
services being transferred from the Lake 
Nona Annex which will be closing on Feb. 
20.   

Of special significance, the Lake 
Baldwin Outpatient Clinic, currently the main 
medical clinic for Central Florida vets, will 
remain open with primary care, mental 
health, and pharmacy services still 
available. But thanks to members of Central 
Florida’s congressional delegates, who 
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argued that it needed to remain open for 
veterans who needed those services. 

Will serve 115,000 veterans 
Miller also reported that “the $665 million, 
1.2 million – square foot facility is expected 
to have more than 3,500 employees and 
serve as many as 115,000 veterans every 
year”  
 For more on this significant event, 
stay tuned to the Sentinel, and to the March 
issue of the Morning Calm. 

*** 

 
To recognize Korea Defense and 
Service Vets 

KWVA considering 

name change 

There may be name change in the national 
organization. 
 John “Sonny” Edwards, National 
Director and Recruiting Chair, has called out 
to recruiting committee members for 
suggestions for the change in order to bring 
in more Korea defense and service 
veterans. Most seem to agree on the title, 
“Korea Defense Veteran.” It would become 
“Korea Defense Veterans Association 
(KDVA). 
 But as Sonny put it, “there’s a long 
way to go yet before anything happens.” He 
said that the issue would be brought up at 
the March board meeting. The Morning 
Calm will keep you posted on this issue. 
 A change would create a number of 
administrative changes from KWVA TO 
KDVA.     
 According to the incorporation 
papers, the corporation was formed for 
seven purposes, one of which was to 
organize, promote and maintain for 
benevolent and charitable purposes an 
association of persons who had seen 
honorable service in Korea between June 
25, 1950 and January 31, 1955.   
 Here’s how it started 
On July 26, 1985, about 56 men met in 
Arlington, Va. to discuss forming the KWVA. 
They left the hotel to attend a ceremony to 

recognize the first issue of the U.S. Post 
Office’s new Korean War veterans stamp. 
(see stamp story on p. 6). When they 
returned, 40 of them held a second meeting 
to actually enroll and pay membership dues 
as the founding members of the KWVA. 

William T. Norris was elected president. 

 (See commentary on page 5)  

*** 

 

 

Minutes of JAN. 15 
 This was the first meeting of 2015 
and the first official membership meeting to 
be held at Casselberry Veterans Club.  
 Following the normal introductory 
issues, the meeting was called to order by 
Commander Travers. 
 First of all, Commander Travers 
announced the decision by the board to 
enroll Min Park, who has been so 
instrumental in arranging Korean events 
and activities with Ch. 173 to be an 
“Honorary Member” of the chapter. He also 
named Park as “Coordinator of Korean 
Activities.” 
 Commander Travers announced the 
chapter’s decision to participate in the 
annual Winter Park St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade. It will be held on March 8 beginning 
at 2 p.m. For those who wish to ride, Dick 
Padgett will supply his truck. 
 Dick Padgett presented his last 
treasurer’s report before Ron Coleman 
takes over as treasurer. 
 Judge Advocate reported that 
Chapter 173 is now part of the IRS Group 
Exemption obtained by the KWVA that 
includes us from paying taxes directly to the 
IRS.  
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 Charlie First also described the 
erection of a Heroes Memorial to honor 
Seminole County law enforcement officers, 
firefighters and military veterans who have 
lost their lives in the line of duty.(See story 
following the minutes.) 
 Fund-raisers were announced for 
the year. They are: May 23/24 (Memorial 
Day), and Nov. 8 (Veterans Day). Lee 
Wozniak is the coordinator for these events. 
 Commander Travers presented the 
membership report in the absence of Jim 
Prior, 1st Vice and Membership Chair. The 
roster includes 87 members and nine 
honorary members, with 78 voting 
members. Commander reported that 
everyone was paid up at this time. 
 Commander Travers announced that 
the DoF Annual Meeting will be held on May 
16 at VFW Post 3282 in Port Orange. It will 
be a one-day event, hosted by Ch. 189. The 
chapter purchased a ¼ page ad in color for 
the DoF Yearbook. 
 Doris Johnson won the 50/50 raffle, 
half of which is set aside for the new USO 
facility under construction at OIA. The 
commander will attend the opening and 
present the chapter’s donation. 

***  

 
 
Honoring Seminole County's Heroes 
Seminole County is creating a memorial site 
to honor those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice in service to Seminole County and 
our country.  The Seminole County Heroes 
Memorial will be located in the grassy mall 
between the Seminole County Justice 
Building and State Road 17/92 in Sanford. 
Recognizing a Loved One 
The Seminole County Heroes Memorial 
Program invites you to become a part of a 
very meaningful and permanent project by 
purchasing a paver from the new granite 
paver project. The pavers will be sold for 
$100 each. Pavers can be purchased as 

memorials to, in recognition of, an individual 
or loved one or family name through the 
inscription on the face of the paver. The 
pavers will be placed at the Heroes 
Memorial site located between the Criminal 
Justice Center and US 17-92. Revenue 
generated from this project will assist with 
funding the bronze statues and medallions 
for law enforcement, fire and each branch of 
the military. A personalized paver is the 
perfect gift for you, family and friends. 
Details and Fees 
The $100 donation includes engraving and 
placement in the area of your choice. 
Pavers can be engraved up to four lines 
with 12 characters per line. 
 Forms will be available. 

-173-       
 

--------- Forwarded message ---------- 

From: Bob McGuire State President 
Florida Korean War Veterans 
Association <kwvamcguire@aol.com> 

Date: Sat, Jan 24, 2015 at 1:56 PM 
 
Subject: KWVA CONVENTION BOOKLET 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS  
To all Dept. of Fl. KWVA Members:        The 
Freedom Fighters page is away ahead of 
last year.  With only two chapters reporting 
so far, we have 35 members signed up.  It 
only costs $10 to have your name listed in 
the Convention Booklet and posterity will 
record your patriotism.    

Just send your name (printed of 
course) and $10 to KWVA 189  at PO Box 
214005 in South Daytona, Fl. 32121.  The 
booklet is going to be the biggest ever 
printed for DOF.   

Area veteran’s organizations and 
large businesses are sending in ads to 
Support the Korean Veterans.   

Please send us your name as soon 
as possible.  We may have to print two 
pages of Freedom Fighters names....will 
yours be one of them?    

Thanks, Bob McGuire 

 

 

 

mailto:kwvamcguire@aol.com
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Chaplain’s 
Reflections 
By Elmer Mayes 

 
Several years ago, a class of fifth-grade 
students was asked to prepare a list of 
questions to ask Jesus if He were to show 
up in person the following week. The same 
request was asked of adults. The results 
were startlingly different. The kids' 
questions ranged from adorable to poignant: 
"Will we have to sit around in robes and 
sing all day in heaven? Will my puppy be in 
heaven? Were the whales in or out of the 
ark? How's my grandpa doing up there with 
You?" Almost without fail, their questions 
were free from doubt that heaven existed or 
that God acts supernaturally. 
  Adults, on the other hand, featured a 
completely different line of questioning: 
"Why do bad things happen to good 
people? How do I know you're listening to 
my prayers? Why is there only one way to 
heaven? How could a loving God let this 
tragedy happen to me. For the most part, 
children live life unfettered by the cares that 
burden adults. Their faith lets them trust 
God more readily. While we adults often get 
lost in trials and sorrows, children retain the 
psalmist's view of life---an eternal 
perspective that sees the greatness of God 
(Psalm 8:1-2). 
  God can be trusted, and He longs 
for us to trust Him the way children do 
(Matthew 18:3). Have you trusted Him? 
Serving Jesus Because HE DIED for US!  
Elmer Mayes 
Chaplain, KWVA 173  

*** 
NEXT CHAPTER MEETING 

 
THURS. FEBRUARY 19 

 
CASSELBERRY  VETERANS 

 

 

 

The Evil Hours 

Book reviewer explores 

PTSD and its treatment 
 
The syndrome, “Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder,” more popularly referred to as 
PTSD, has become a common term that’s 
on just about everybody’s lips these days as 
a result of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars. 
David Morris, a former Marine who covered 
the Iraq War “until he was involved in an 
explosion that changed his life,” uses his 
own experience, literary accounts of war 
and interviews with veterans, rape survivors 
and psychiatrists to weave a fascinating and 
well-researched narrative about 
psychological traumas and American 
treatment of it, writes Sentinel-Tribune 
reviewer Bettina Drew in her review of The 
Evil Hours. 

Not a new issue 
PTSD, of course, is not a new phenomenon; 
it was just known by a different name, but 
unfortunately not treated as such over 
America’s wars. During World War II, for 
example, the psychological breakdown in 
the U.S. Army was three times that of World 
War I and Medal of Honor recipient Audie 
Murphy, accused the army of failure to help 
returning veterans cope with the stress. 
 And during the so-called Cold War 
Years, which covers the “hot” war in Korea, 
there was, according to Morris, “a 
reluctance to discuss such things.” The 
attitude changed, however, in the Vietnam 
War when the organization, Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War, changed the 
treatment given to returning vets. 
 The VA reports that 10,000 combat 
veterans with PTSD flooded into VA 
hospitals every three months in 2014, 
pushing the number of patients ill with the 
disorder above 200,000 and straining 
resources.  
 Morris presents such alternatives as 
yoga and the use of supportive group 

ceremonial rituals in the treatment of PTSD. 
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A Commentary by 

  
Photo by Helena Veenstra 

Bill Russell, Editor 
As a member of the KWVA National 

Recruiting Committee I admire and respect 

the work of John “Sonny” Edwards, the 

National Membership Director, in his and 

the efforts of the committee to put forth a 

name change to reflect more the 

membership of Korea defense and service 

veterans (page 2). As most everyone, but 

Korean War veterans, consider the 

Afghanistan-Iraq Wars as the longest in U.S. 

history, they have apparently forgotten about 

the Korean War still existing.  

 Although a ceasefire was signed in 

July 1953, there has been no peace treaty 

signed by the opposing parties. Iraq and 

Afghanistan have been (and still are) terribly 

long wars, at the cost of many human lives 

and the injuring of thousands others.  

 Even though hostilities picked up 

after the ceasefire and continued along the 

DMZ well into the 70’s it resulted in it being 

called by many veterans of that era as the 

“DMZ War.” I cover that era in my book, 

Combat Boots (Amazon, lulu.com., but go 

to thebookpatch.com, for the best price.). 

 The point is I would hate to see the 

word “war” removed from the original title. 

I would suggest then, something like “Korea 

War and Defense Veterans” (KWDV). That 

would cover those who served during the 

’50-’53 period, and “Defense” for those who 

have and are serving presently. 

 Maybe you have an idea. As a 

member of the national committee, I will 

gladly pass it on to Sonny at national for 

consideration.  

*** 

Personals 

IN MEMORY OF 13 CHAPLAINS 
KILLED IN ACTION (KIA) IN NORTH 

KOREA PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS 

-TOM CAMPBELL- 

 

MSGT GILBERT M. BERG – Dedicated 

to Rangers, Past, Present and Future. 

 
_______________________________ 

 

VIC HAAS (USAF-RET) 

20
TH

 AIR FORCE 

 

__________________________________ 

TED TROUSDLE - YUN1 US NAVY 

(’51-’56) SUB SQUADRON 2 

AMPHIBIOUS FORCES US PAC; THE 

PENTAGON; JUSMAG,  

__________________________________ 

GENERAL PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 

Independently Owned and 

Operated by 

Marilyn C. Campbell 

President/Broker 
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860 North State Road 434 # 1009 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714-7066\ 

(Let me list for you and my finding fee 

goes to KWVA Ch. 173 

__________________________________ 

 

BEA KING 

WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS (WAC) 

1951-1955 

 

 
__________________________________ 

BILL KING, JR 

COMBAT MEDIC 

 
 

2
ND

 BN, 19
TH

 INF REGT 

24
TH

 INF DIVISION KOREA 

JULY 26 1950-MARCH 1951 

________________________________ 

 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 

DEPT. OF FLORIDA 

2015 SW 75
TH

 ST 

GAINESVILLE, FL 32607 

_________________________________ 

BILL RUSSELL 

US ARMY 1947-1956 

OFFICIAL ARMY CORRESPONDENT 

KOREA (1951- 1953) 

 
 

 

(Note: if you would like a personal 
insertion, 

please contact Bill Russell at 
1929william@gmail.com or call 407 260-

1540) 
The charge for a personal insertion with 
logo will be $15 per year. Because records 
have been misplaced concerning current 
inserters, we are asking that if you wish 

to continue your personal insertion, 
please send a check in that amount to 

Chuck Travers made out to Ch. 173 KWVA 
and in memo insert “Ad”, and provide 

Bill Russell what you would like in your 
ad. 

Please keep to the approx. same size as 
those already published. 

Thank you. 

 

COURT UPHOLDS APPEAL 

 
A federal appeals court has upheld 
$540,000 in damages the U.S. Postal 
Service owes to a New England artist who 
did not authorize his sculpture to appear on 
a 37-cent Korean War stamp.  
 A recent ruling by the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Federal Circuit is a victory 
for Frank Gaylord, 89, a World War II 

veteran and sculptor. (Cont. on page 8).   

 

NAT NACCARAT0  

E.A. 
Naccarato-Associates@att.net 

2747 Upper Park Rd. 

Orlando, Fl 32814  

Phone: 407 960-4137 
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COMMANDER 

Charles “Chuck” Travers 
407 252 7447 

crtravers@yahoo.com 
1

st 
VICE COMMANDE 

James Prior 
jhprior@aol.com 

407 323-8465 
2

ND
 VICE COMMANDER 

John Stelling  

jstelling@centurylink.com 

407 413-9787 

3
RD

 VICE COMMANDER 
Vacant 

TREASURER 
Ronald Coleman 

ronlee113@gmail.com 

SEC./MC EDITOR 
Bill Russell 

407 260-1540 
billrider29@embarqmail.com 

CHAPLAIN 
Elmer Mayes 
407 414-6889 

Topreach11@msn.com 
HISTORIAN 

Gil Harris 
407 296 2413 

1cav13sig@gmail.com 
SGT-AT-ARMS 
Nancy Travers 
407 252 7447 

COLOR/HONOR GUARD 
Charlie First 
407 453-4379 

Cfirst15@cfl.rr.com  
FUND RAISING 

Lee Wozniak 
407 658-2901 

leonwozniak@yahoo.com 
WEBMASTER 

Joe Guglich  
321-253-0347 

JUDGE ADVOCATE 
Charlie First 

cfirst15@cfl.rr.com 
407 453-4379 

GOLD STAR 

Kit Frazer 

407 824-4864 

kitfrazer@bellsouth.net 

Lunch Menu 
 

Thursday KWVA Meeting 

10:30 AM --- 11:30 PM 

Casselberry Veterans Club 

Served by Don & Susie 

 

Sandwiches 

Hamburger $3.00 

Cheeseburger $3.25 

Chicken Salad $3.00 

Tuna Salad $3.00 

Grilled Cheese $2.50 

BLT $3.00 
 

Choice of Bread 

White 

Wheat 

Rye 

L.T.O.M. 

All Lunches Served with 

Chips 

All proceeds go to the 

Christmas Fund 

All Drinks purchased at 

Bar..sorry NO Coffee 
 

Clip here……or print copy  

and bring with you. 
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THE MORNNG CALM 

Charles R. Travers 

President, KWVA Ch. 173 

PO Box 160505 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32716-0505 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From page 6  
 
COURT UPHOLDS STAMP APPEAL 
Nine years ago, he sued the Postal Service 
for using his depiction of a squad of soldiers 
on patrol, the central part of the Korean War 
Veterans Memorial on the National Mall, 
without his consent. The 19 stainless-steel 
statues are known as The Column.  
 The decision by a three-judge panel 
affirmed an earlier ruling by the U.S Court of 
Federal Claims that the Postal Service 
should pay 10 percent of the $5.4 million in 
revenue the stamp has generated since it 
was issued in 2002 to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the end of the war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USPS spokesman David 
Partenheimer said postal officials are 
“reviewing the court’s opinion.” He declined 
further comment. The mistake by postal 
officials appears to have been an oversight. 
The agency used a photograph of the 
sculptures taken by an amateur 
photographer during a snowstorm in the 
1990s.  The Postal Service paid the 
photographer $1,500, but did not seek 
Gaylord’s consent to use the image of his 
work before issuing the stamp.  
 Gaylord sued the USPS for 
copyright infringement. (Report by Lisa Rein 
of the Washington Post). 
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