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December 2014 Volume 17 Ch.173 Korean War Veterans Association 

Brenda Carey, Seminole County Commissioner, shares a few words with Ch. 173 Chaplain Elmer 

Mayes at the Sanford Veterans Day event. Others in the picture on the beautiful, sunny day are John 

Stelling, Charlie and Gloria First, Mary and Gil Harris and standing, Commander Chuck Travers. 

 (Photo by Jim Prior)
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Past President Edward (Ed) Posada was 

recently honored in the U.S. House of 

Representatives by Congressman Alan 

Grayson of Florida for Ed’s service “to our 

country and the Central Florida community.

 Grayson addressed the House on 

Sept. 19 during Hispanic Heritage Month to 

recognize Ed. He noted that Ed has been an 

active member of the American Legion, 

Korean War Veterans, and the Disabled 

American Veterans.    

 The Florida congressman told the 

House that Ed has held leadership positions 

in all three organizations and, at present is a 

member of the executive board and 

legislative officer for the local chapter of the 

DAV. He also volunteers at the VA Medical 

Center and runs the Bingo event once a 

month at the VA nursing home in Lake 

Nona.      

 Ed was born in Puerto Rico of a 

Colombian father and Puerto Rican mother 

but spent his early years in New York City. 

The family moved back to Puerto Rico when 

Ed received degrees in education, later 

returning to New York where he completed 

his Master’s degree from Hunter College 

and eventually became Assistant Dean 

Theodore Roosevelt High School.      

 The family moved to Miami where 

he continued to teach and in 1987 he retired 

and the family then moved to Orlando.  

 Ed served in the Air Force during the 

Korean War. 

*** 

 

 
 

Korean Consulate members to attend  

and  award medals 

Gala Christmas 
Party 

set for Dec. 18 
Be sure and set aside the above date to 

attend the Annual Chapter 173 Christmas 

Party, to be held at the Casselberry Veterans 

Club beginning at 11 a.m. 

 In addition to the traditional 

Christmas meal, the Korean community will 

be in attendance and providing traditional 

Korean food.   

 In a special ceremony, 

representatives from the Republic of Korea 

Consulate in Atlanta will be on hand to 

award the Korean Peace Medal to attending 

veterans.  

As it’s being held on a regular 

monthly membership meeting day, some 

necessary business must be attended to first, 

such as election of officers for the coming 

year. If there are no new nominations for 

office the board will remain the same and 

one vote will be cast by the secretary to 

affirm the new board. But fortunately that 

should take only a few minutes. 

 So mark your calendar definitely for 

Dec. 18 to be at the Casselberry Veterans 

Club to celebrate. The brief business will 

begin at 11 a.m. and festivities will follow.  

 Cont. on page 2… 
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From page l … 

 On hand to provide entertainment 

will be highly acclaimed soprano Miran 

Moon who will sing both the Korean and 

National Anthems. She also sang at the 64
th

 

Anniversary event at Post 2093 in June. 

Also a Korean musical group will provide a 

musical interlude during dinner. 

 So it looks like a very joyful and 

entertaining event and we look forward to 

seeing you there.   

 Merry Christmas and Happy 

Holidays. 

*** 

  

Will replace outgoing 

Treasurer Dick Padgett 

New treasurer named 
Chapter Commander Chuck Travers has 

announced that Member Ron Coleman has 

stepped up to become the chapter’s new 

treasurer effective Dec. 31. He is replacing 

Dick Padgett, who took over the treasurer’s 

post upon the death of former treasurer Bob 

Johnson.      

 Ron, a native of Michigan, enlisted 

in the Air Force after high school in 1951 

and was a Crypto tech. After training he 

served three years in Darmstadt and 

Landsberg, Germany.   

 Following his discharge in 1955 Ron 

attended Cleary University in Ypsilanti, 

graduating in 1962 with a degree in 

Business Administration. His first job was 

with Fisher Body in Willow Run, Michigan.

 Over the next 30 years he was 

involved in personnel work with four 

companies, the last of which was Ashland 

Oil where he worked for 25 years before 

retiring in 1997 as VP of Human Resources.  

     He and his wife moved from the east 

coast to Florida several years ago and 

currently live in Heathrow. He also served 

as Secretary/Treasurer of a non-profit 

organization, from which he retired in early 

2014.  ( 

 Commander Travers said he was 

grateful for Ron “stepping up to the plate” to 

fill the treasurer’s spot and lauded Dick 

Padgett for his service. (Thanks to Jim Prior 

for providing information on Ron). 

*** 

 
 

MORE FROM THE SANFORD EVENT 

Above: panning right we pick up a few more 

people at the Sanford Veterans Day event. 

(Photo by Jim Prior) 

*** 

 

 

For you  approval 

OFFICIAL MINUTES  

OF NOV. 20 MEETING 

 

The meeting was called to order at approx. 

1l00 hours. Following the opening prayer,  

Pledge of Allegiance and approval of the 

minutes of the previous meeting, the 
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commander called for reports. Bill Russell, 

editor of The Morning Calm reported that 

the installation of a new word program, 

authorized by the commander and 

purchased by the chapter that everything 

seemed to be rolling along smoothly with the 

production of the newsletter.  

Chaplain Mayes thanked everyone 

for their support during his grieving period 

of his wife, Ruth. Made request to members 

to remind him of any person on the sick list. 

He also thanked the Honor Guard for its 

service. 

 With the resignation of Charlie First 

from the Board of Directors, John Stelling 

volunteered to take over the JROTC 

program for the coming year.  

` Charlie First reported on the 

situation regarding the award of U.S. 

Korean War medals to be presented by 

Congressman John Mica. It is expected that 

Congressman Mica will make the 

presentations in an upcoming event to be 

announced. 

 Jim Prior, Membership Chair, 

reported that membership had dropped to 84 

active members.  John Randall announced 

that he was stepping down as Fund Raising 

Chairman and Lee Wozniak volunteered to 

take over the program.  

 Commander Travers reported on the 

number of deaths recently and 

complimented the services of the Honor 

Guard. He also reported that nominations 

for the Board of Officers will close 

December 1. If no nominations are received, 

the board will remain with Chuck Travers 

as Commander, Jim Prior as 1
st
 Vice 

Commander, and John Stelling as 2
nd

 Vice 

Commander. The position of 3
rd

 Vice will 

remain open. In that event, the Secretary 

will cast one vote for approval of the board. 

 Commander Travers reminded 

everyone of the upcoming Christmas Party 

to be held at regular membership time on 

Thursday, Dec.18.  The cost is $10 per 

person and will be held at the Casselberry 

Veterans Club. Members were asked to get 

their reservations in by Dec. 5 so that an 

account could be made of attendance for the 

kitchen. 

 Commander also reported that he 

had made contact with the USO which is 

planning to open at OIA early next year 

(possibly March) and advised that he would 

be there to present a check representing 

donations by the chapter. Currently half of 

the 50/50 drawing goes to the USO fund. 

 Commander reminded members that 

while the Christmas Party will be at 

Casselberry all membership meetings will 

also be held in Casselberry. (Note: the new 

meeting of the year is scheduled for Jan. 15 

at Casselberry). 

 Commander also reminded members 

that chapter membership dues need to be in  

by Dec. 31 (see story below.)     

Commander Travers discussed the 

attendance of upcoming national events for 

2015. He recommended that the Chapter 

observe and participate in the parade on 

Memorial Day in Sanford; the Orlando 

event on July 4; and a split between 

Veterans Day (Nov. 11.) in Sanford and at 

the Altamonte Mall. Following the closing 

prayer and salute to the flag the meeting 

adjourned. 

 And as they say, “that is all.” 

Submitted for chapter approval by B.R. 

*** 

 

By Dec. 31 

Membership 

dues due 

It’s that time of the year again when it’s 

time to renew your chapter membership. 

Regular membership is $10 and should be 

paid by Dec. 31. You may also pay your 

KWVA dues at the same time if you desire. 
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 You will receive the yellow card 

notice from the National Association 

concerning your renewal for the year. 

Commander Travers pointed out that instead 

of sending the payment to National, to send 

it to the chapter instead and the chapter will 

send it on to National.  In this way, the 

chapter will know that you have renewed 

and that you are in good standing. 

*** 

 

Chaplain's Corner 
Due to the recent home-going of Ruth, this 

is dedicated to her memory. 

   BEYOND THE SUNSET 

Beyond the sunset, o blissful morning, 

When with our Savior Heav'n is begun; 

Earth's toiling ended, O glorious dawning,         

Beyond the sunset, when day is done.

 Beyond the sunset, O glad reunion, 

With our dear loved ones who've gone 

before. In that fair home-land we'll know no 

parting, Beyond the sunset forever more! -

Virgil P. Brock 

SHOULD YOU GO FIRST 

AND I REMAIN 

Should you go first and I remain to walk the 

road alone I'll live in memory's 

garden, dear, with happy days we've 

known.  In spring I'll watch for roses red 

when fades the lilac blue, and in early fall 

when brown leaves call, I'll catch a glimpse 

of you.     

 Should you go first and I remain for 

battles to be fought, each thing you've 

touched along the way will be a hallowed 

spot. I'll hear your voice, I'll see your smile 

and though blindly I may grope, the memory 

of your helping hand will bore on with hope; 

and should you go first and I remain to 

finish with the scroll, no lengthening 

shadows shall creep in to make this life 

seem droll. 

We've known so much happiness and 

we've had our cup of joy, but memory is one 

gift of God that death cannot destroy.  

 Should you go first and I remain, one 

thing I'd have you do: walk slowly down 

that long, long path for soon I'll follow you, 

and I'll want to know each step you take 

that I may walk the same, for someday, 

someday down that lonely road you'll hear 

me call your name. – Author Unknown 

*** 

OBITUARIES 

 Edward L. Payton, 85, died Nov. 28.  A 

long-time member of Chapter 173, he served 

21 years in the Marine Corps. Born in 

Weldona, CO. on Jan. 29, 1929, he was 

married to wife, Nancy, for 57 years when 

she died in 2013. They resided in Winter 

Park. He is survived by a daughter (Diana) 

and son (Mark) and four children. Baldwin-

Fairchild Funeral Home provided the funeral 

arrangements. 

*** 

VETERANS DON’T FORGET 

 

THE MORNING CALM is published by 

Ch. 173 Mid-Fl Korean War Veterans 

Association. Editor: Bill Russell 

1929william@gmail.com 
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personals 

 

IN MEMORY OF 13 CHAPLAINS 

KILLED IN ACTION (KIA) OR IN 

NORTH KOREA PRISONER OF WAR 

CAMPS -TOM CAMPBELL 

*** 

MSGT GILBERT M. BERG – Dedicated to 
Rangers, Past, Present and Future 

(12/30/13 

*** 

VIC HAAS 

(RET.) 20THAir Force (1/20/15) 
 

 
*** 

TED TROUSDALE YN1, US NAVY (’51-’56) 
Sub 

Squadron 6 & Amphibious Forces US 
PAC., the Pentagon; JUSMAG, Thailand 

(3/20/14) 

*** 

GENERAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
Independently Owned and operated by 

Marilyn C. Campbell 

860 North State Road 434 # 1009 

407 862-2250, Ext. 2520 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714-7066 

(Let me list for you and my finding fee 
goes to KWVA Ch. 173  

*** 

VFW POST 2093 

“The Action Post on the Lake” 

Suzy Spivey, Marketing Director 
4444 Edgewater Drive, Orlando 

FL 32804- 

407 399 3960 

Banquet Facilities, Outdoor Pavilion 
Lakeside BBQ Pit, Picnic Area, and Dock. 

*** 

 

BEA KING,  

WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS (WAC) 
1951-1955 

*** 

BILL KING, JR., COMBAT 
MEDIC 

 

2nd BN 19th REGT, 24th INFANTRY 
DIVISION KOREA – July 26 1950-March 

1951. 

*** 

RONALD T. YORK (deceased) 
 

Tank Co. 5th Regimental Combat 
Team Punchbowl, 1952 

*** 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
Dept.of Florida 

2015 SW 75th St, Gainesville, 
Fl. 32607 Transportation 
Coordinator Orlando VA 

Health Care 5201 Raymond 
Ave 

Orlando FL 32803 

407 629-1599 

*** 

BILL RUSSELL, U.S. Army 
 (1947-56) 

Korea 1951-53 

 

\  
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COMMANDER 

Charles “Chuck” Travers 

407 252 7447 

crtravers@yahoo.com 

1
st 

VICE COMMANDE 

Vacant 

2
ND

 VICE COMMANDER 

Jim Prior 

jhprior@aol.com 

407 323-8465 

3
RD

 VICE COMMANDER 

Vacant 

TREASURER 

Dick Padgett 

Rpadgett144@gmail.com 

407 678-2330 

SEC./MC EDITOR 

Bill Russell 

407 260-1540 

billrider29@embarqmail.com 

CHAPLAIN 

Elmer Mayes 

407 414-6889 

Topreach11@msn.com 

HISTORIAN 

Gil Harris 

407 296 2413 

1cav13sig@gmail.com 

SGT-AT-ARMS 

Nancy Travers 

407 252 7447 

COLOR/HONOR GUARD 

Charlie First 

407 453-4379 

Cfirst15@cfl.rr.com  

FUND RAISING 

Lee Wozniak 

407 658-2901 

leonwozniak@yahoo.com 

WEBMASTER 

Joe Guglich  

321-253-0347 

JUDGE ADVOCATE 

Charlie First 

cfirst15@cfl.rr.com 

407 453-4379 

Officers & Directors as of 12/21/14 

 

 

 
U.S. troops in Afghanistan wish the folks back 

home a “Merry Christmas.” 

Remembering our troops  

at Christmas time 
Most veterans remember during their service being 

away from home at Christmas and holiday time. 

Whether it is overseas as the U.S. soldiers above in 

Afghanistan, or having duty during this time at a base 

in the United States, and away from family and 

friends, Christmas will always be observed someway 

or the other. 

 Our troops and their families need to know 

they are remembered at this time and always. Here’s 

what one person on a USO sponsored website of 

messages to the troops wrote recently: 

Dear Troops, Thank you so much for all you do. 

Without your brave hearts and commitment to 

keeping our country safe, we would all not be able 

to have what we have today. My holiday wish for 

you is that you get to connect in some way with 

your loved ones. Stay strong and remember you 

are all heroes. Wishing you safety, strength and 

health for the holidays and throughout the new 

year. With Love, Michelle. 

*** 

 

NAT NACCARAT0  

E.A. 
Naccarato-Associates@att.net 

2747 Upper Park Rd. 

Orlando, Fl 32814  

Phone:  

407 960-4137 

 

 



8 
 

THE MORNNG CALM 

Charles R. Travers 
President, KWVA Ch. 173 
PO Box 160505 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32716-0505 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIO FORM ENCLOSED 

Enclosed is a blank biographical form. If 

you have not yet filled out one, please take 

the opportunity to do so. We need this 

information for our records. 

You can be assured that the information 

will be secured. 

Give to Commander Travers at a meeting 

or mail to the address above.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

DIRECTIONS TO 

CASSELBERRY VETERANS 

From north: If you’re coming south on 

17/92 pass Dog Track Road about 2 miles  

to Concord Drive; turn right on Concord 

and go about 1/8 mile to club on left. 

Look for the cannon. 

From south on 17/92: cross 436 

and head north. Go to traffic light where 

a Target store is on left. Just beyond 

traffic light, turn left on Concord Drive 

and go about 1/8 mile to club on left. 
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