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John Mica pushes to: 

Keep the 
Baldwin 
Park 
VA facility 
U.S. Rep. John Mica says he 

wants to keep the old VA 

clinic at Baldwin Park open 

after the move to the new 

facility at Lake Nona. 

 With support from 

other local congressional 

leaders, he has urged the 

Dept. of Veterans Affairs to 

keep the Lake Baldwin Park 

facility open to service the 

increasing number of 

veterans requiring health care 

in the central Florida area. 

He is supported by 

U.S. Representatives Daniel  

Webster, R-Winter 

Garden; Alan Grayson, D-

Orlando; and Corrine Brown, 

D-Jacksonville 

See page 2 for update 

Besides the 

outpatient service which has 

served an average of 96,000 

veterans a year with virtually 

all medical services, except 

in-patient hospitalization, the 

Lake Baldwin campus 

includes a 160-bed nursing 

center and a 60-bed 

domiciliary which provided 

residential service to 

homeless veterans.  >>p. 2 

 

Fewer print copies 

Morning Calm 
goes electronic 
Well, not exactly, but almost. 

With so many of our 

members with e-mail 

addresses the Board has 

elected to start sending your 

copy of The Morning Calm 

via the internet, thus saving a 

great deal with less printing 

and less postage. 

 However, if you 

don’t have an e-mail address, 

not to worry, you will still 

continue to receive a hard or 

print copy. And for those e-

mail addresses who also want 

a print copy, they can pick 

one up at each chapter 

membership meeting. 

Begins in September  

The new program will start 

with the September issue. 

During the summer “hiatus” 

there will be no June, July, or 

August membership 

meetings. The Board will 

continue meeting each 

month, on the first Tuesday 

and members are welcomed 

to attend these meetings. 

 Also, there will be 

observances of the June 25 

and July 27 events. Details on 

those two anniversaries will 

be available at the May 

chapter meeting on May 15 

and in the June issue of The 

Morning Calm. There will be 

no issues in July and August. 

mailto:jhprior@aol.com
mailto:billrider29@embarqmail.com
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VA facility… 

 “We want action,” 

Mica told the Orlando 

Sentinel last month.  

 “We will get it,” he 

added. Mica’s district 

includes the Lake Baldwin 

area.  

 The new facility at 

Lane Nona is set to open late 

this year, but VA officials 

have now said it could be 

August 2015 before the first 

veterans will be admitted to 

the hospital. 
 Sentinel columnist 

Beth Kassab wrote recently 

that “if the bean-counters in 

Washington need a few 

reasons to keep the VA 

facility near Baldwin Park 

open when the new VA 

hospital opens…I can give 

them three.” 

 She referred to three 

veterans who said they 

appreciated that they can get 

to the facility (Lake Baldwin) 

not far from downtown 

Orlando with relative ease.  

 “And all three,” she 

wrote, “say that’ll change if 

their doctors and other 

services are moved 20 miles 

away to Medical City.” 

There is also an issue 

with convenience. Lake Nona 

is a good half-hour’s drive 

from the city center and has 

limited public transportation. 

Lake Baldwin is more 

centrally situated in Central 

Florida and it has two bus 

lines which both link directly 

to the Sun Rail train that 

started service on May 1. 

It’s hopeful that Mica 

and the other Florida 

representatives will be able to 

convince the VA of this 

necessity. 

  

New scholastic  
award created 
Since the dissolution of 

monetary awards to JRTC 

cadets at Lyman, Winter 

Park, Winter Springs and 

Colonial High Schools, the 

Board has come up with 

another type of award that 

doesn’t involve monetary 

value.  

 As displayed above, 

the outstanding cadet of each 

of the four high schools 

mentioned above will receive 

a special scholastic award for 

“excellence” that includes the  

60
th
 Korean War Anniversary  

Commemorative Medal. 

 In addition to the 

above, a special Cadet of the 

Year Award will be presented 

to the one exceptional cadet 

selected from the four 

candidates. 

*** 

Meeting Notice 

The Department of Florida 

KWVA Spring Council 

Meeting, combined with the 

Annual Meeting begins on 

Friday, May 23 at Hilton 

Orlando in Altamonte 

Springs. 

 On Friday the DoF 

Council will meet at 1 p.m., 

following on Saturday with 

its Annual Meeting from 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 Registration for the 

two-day convention is $20 

per person with lunch 

reservation on Saturday at 

$18.50 per person and $35 

per person for the banquet on 

Saturday.  

 Persons interested in 

attending may wish to contact 

Charlie First whose telephone 

no. and e-mail address are 

listed on the front page. 

 The hotel is located 

at 350 S. Northlake Blvd in 

Altamonte Springs. 

*** 

Minutes of 

4/17/14 
 

The April meeting was 

called to order by 

Commander Travers about 

11:05. Following the 

Invocation and Pledge, the 

Minutes of  the previous 

meeting were approved 

without comment. >>>MC 

Editor Bill Russell corrected 

an error made in the April 

issue concerning the date of 

the Pork Chop Hill battle>>> 

Treasurer Dick Padgett 
presented the financial report 

and distributed copies to each 

attending member. Dick 

pointed out that a CD had 

been cashed in order to make 

the  penalty payment of $800 

to the IRS. Following some 

further discussion, the 

minutes were approved 

>>>1
st
 Vice and 

Membership Chair Jim 

Prior reported total members 

listed totaled 102 with three 

inactive holding for reinstate, 

and 10 honorary members for 

a net of 89 active members. 
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>>>  Commander Travis 

reported that the Korea  

Reborn books had not been 

delivered yet but hope to 

have them soon. It requires a 

trip to St. Augustine to pick 

them up. All members will be 

entitled to a book, but it must 

b e picked up at a chapter or 

board meeting.  

 

 
Artist’s rendering of an 

attentive audience. 

 

Judge Advocate Charlie 

First announced the 

upcoming DoF Council and 

Annual Meeting to be held in 

Altamonte Springs, May 23-

24 and urged members to 

sign-up and attend. He also 

announced the purchase of 

special white rain jackets for 

the Honor Guard, with Ch. 

173 logo on back. While the 

jackets were purchased 

primarily for the Guard, 

Charlie pointed out that they 

would also be available to 

chapter members at approx. 

$30. See him if interested. He 

also announced that there 

would be only one Rose of 

Sharon fund-raiser on 

Memorial Day weekend to be 

held on Sunday May 21. 

Coordinator John Randall 

reported that he had 

volunteers lined up; however 

anyone can drop by and visit 

anytime on Sunday from 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Publix 

on SR434 near the Adventist 

Hospital >>> Two new 

members were welcomed 

into the chapter – Ronald 

Coleman, Air Force, l951-55 

as a Regular Member; and 

Thomas Tucker, U.S. Army, 

1966-69 as an Associate 

Member. The chapter is 

happy to welcome you 

gentlemen aboard 

>>>Commander Travers 

also reminded members of 

the continuing support of the 

re-opening of the USO 

facility at OIA and that half 

of the 50/50 drawing  goes 

toward that facility >>> 

BREAKIN’ NEWS of the 

Commander’s report was the 

decision by the Board to mail 

the copy of the The Morning 

Calm to all member with an 

e-mail address beginning 

with the September issue. 

Members without  an e-mail 

address will still receive a 

printed copy as normal. A 

few printed copies will be 

available at the meetings.  

He also reminded members 

that the May meeting will be 

the last one before the 

summer break. The Board 

will still meet monthly on the 

first Tuesday >>>Probably 

the quote of the day was 

uttered by Historian Gil 

Harris when asked if he had 

anything to report, he 

answered: “It’s in the past!” 

>>> Submitted to 

Membership for approval by 

Bill Russell, Secretary. 

*** 

Wife of chapter 
member bob balzer 

Rose Balzer 
Dies  

 
The photo above shows Rose 

when she attended the recent 

ceremony in DeLand honoring 

her husband.  

 

The Morning Calm regrets to 

report that Member Bob 

Balzer's wife, Rose, died 

recently at her home in 

DeLand.  She had been ill for 

many years.      

A memorial service 

was held for Mrs. Balzer on 

Sunday, April 13 at the First 

Christian Church in DeLand. 

Chapter 173 sends its 

special regards to Bob on this 

sad occasion. 

*** 

MEDITATIONS 

BY ELMER MAYES 

Chaplain  

 

Greetings in the Precious 

Name of Jesus.   

While researching records on 

past earthquakes this thought 

occurred, God keeps a record 

on everyone and everyone 

will stand before Him. 

 The greatest of His 

records is the Lamb's Book of 

Life. This book contains the 

names of all believers. It has 

the names of those who have 

http://www.dotphoto.com/ViewImage.asp?AID=6647594&IID=268049126&INUM=3&ICT=6
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been given eternal life 

through the shed blood of 

Christ the Savior of the 

world.    We 

can keep all kinds of records 

but the greatest of all records 

is this Lamb's Bok of Life. If 

your name is not written in 

this book all other records 

that record your name will do 

nothing for you when your 

time comes to stand before 

God.    

 You may have 

finished a race and broken all 

records; however, this record 

will not get you to Heaven.

 You may gain the 

praise of man and lose your 

soul, or you can come to 

Christ and have the comfort 

of knowing your name is in 

the Lamb's Book of Life, 

which will guarantee you a 

place in Heaven. 

 The question you 

have to ask yourself is, 

"Where do I want my name 

recorded?"  

Do you want your 

name in the archives of man 

or in the archives of God? 

Revelation 20:15 says, "And 

whosoever was not found 

written in the book of life 

was cast into the lake of fire.

 "It seems odd that 

certain who talk so much of 

what the Holy Spirit reveals 

to themselves, should think 

so little of what He has 

revealed to others."  

---C.H. Spurgeon. 
 

 Serving Jesus Because 

He DIED for US 

 

 

______________________ 

 

It could have ended 

in September 1950 

Little know facts 

about the 

Korean War …if 

Far East Commander 

Douglas MacArthur had not 

issued the orders to cross the 

38
th
 Parallel and drive north 

to the Yalu River, the  

chances are that after October 

1950, those of us who served 

in Korea after that date might 

never had gone to the ”land 

of the morning calm.”  Think 

of that and all the lives that 

would have been spared.  
 

Chinese troops crossing the 
Yalu on Oct. 25, 1950  

 

Following General 

MacArthur’s brilliant and 

surprise invasion at Inchon 

that saved the Eighth Army 

from being pushed into the 

Sea of Japan, the North 

Korean Army was driven 

back to the 38
th
 Parallel 

where they were totally 

destroyed.  

The Chinese warned 

that if we pushed beyond the 

38
th
, they would intervene. 

We crossed the 38
th
 Parallel 

and the rest is history. (See 

MY TAKE on page 6) 

Noted 
Briefly 
 

France Preps for 
D-Day's 70th 
Anniversary 

The Stars and Stripes newspaper 

reports that France is preparing 

to mark the 70th anniversary 

of the D-Day invasion on 

June 6. An official ceremony 

marking the anniversary will 

bring together heads of state 

from the major combatant 

nations on June 6 at Sword 

Beach. Dozens of other 

commemorations and events 

are being planned across 

Normandy to mark the 

anniversary, including 

concerts, films, fireworks 

displays and parachute drops 

*** 

Paying the troops 
Payday had always 

been a big day for troops no 

matter where they were.  In 

Korea it was no different. 

Everyone likes a little green 

in their jeans (fatiques in our 

case).  Anyway, the rapid 

expansion of US Army forces 

in Korea lead to concurrent 

expansion of the Finance 

Corps now redesignated the 

Finance Department as the 

Finance Corps, making it an 

independent basic branch of 

the United States Army. 

Many Finance units operated 

in very primitive conditions 

and relocated frequently due 

to enemy actions. 

Now there is a 

special school and museum 

opened at Ft. Jackson, S.C. to 
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train and educate personnel in 

military finance, and as a 

museum highlight  in the  

history of paying the troops, 

especially in wartime. 

Memorial Day  

Is coming 

 
Gravestones at Arlington 

National Cemetery are marked 

by U.S. flags each Memorial 

Day 

 
Though you may not be in 

Washington to enjoy and 

participate in Memorial Day 

services, you can join in at 

the annual Sanford Memorial 

Day Parade. 

 If you wish to 

participate in the parade you 

will need to be there around 

8:30 to line up at First and 

Park Streets.  

 More details about 

the parade and event will be 

given at the May 15 general 

membership meeting. 

*** 

NEXT & LAST  

CHAPTER MEETING OF 

THE SEASON 

THURS., MAY 15 

EDGEWATER DRIVE 

11 A.M. 

Last Call… 

 
Robert J. (Bob) 

Mautino, long-time chapter 

member who died in January, 

is listed in the Florida list of 

Last Call in the current issue 

of The Graybeards. 

 Also, Anthony 

(Tony) Mancuso, ex-mayor 

of the town of Montverde, 

located in Lake County on 

the shore of Lake Apopka, 

died in April. 

 He was a Korean 

War veteran but was not a 

member of Chapter 173. Mr. 

Mancuso, 92, also served in 

World War II. 

*** 

Korean War 

Ex-POW 

Association 

dissolves 
Sadly, due to failing health  

and advanced ages, the Ex-

POW Assoc. will dissolve 

its organization at its 

reunion in July. 

 As reported in The 

Graybeards, President and 

Founder Bill Norwood, 

said “now it is time to bow 

out and reflect on the 

memories.” 

 The organization 

was founded in 1976 with 

twelve charter members. 

Today, only two of the 

charter members are still 

living.  

 Since that date 

membership grew beyond 

expectations with members 

from other UN forces who 

fought in Korea. 

 The final  

reunion will be held in 

Louisville, KY, July 27-

Aug. 3.  For further 

information go to page 25 

in the March-April issue of 

The Graybeards. 

*** 

Long overdue 

A national office 

in Washington? 
The KWVA has talked for 

some time about the need for 

a strong presence in 

Washington D.C.  It’s about 

time.  

In recent remarks by 

KWVA President Larry 

Kinard, he noted that “an 

office in Washington D.C. 

will allow us to be a part of 

the veteran coalitions there 

that will strengthen our voice 

with Congress.” 

He also wrote that 

“we have talked for some 

time about the need to add 

some professional 

expertise to help provide 

continuity during 

administration changes and 

to provide a strong 

presence in Washington 

D.C. He added that the 

office would play a major 

role in the areas of 

legislation, fund raising, 

membership addition, and 

administration.  
   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Graves_at_Arlington_on_Memorial_Day.JPG
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We Make Hot Cars Cool” 

 
Radiator, Air Conditioning, & Brake Specialist 

Since 1987 

1161 West 436 – Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 
 

 

CALL Bob Howell – 

 407 774-4504 
 

 

 
 

Service is the Heart of our Business 
Specializing in Late Model Vehicles, Appraisals & 

Consignments. We also buy sale and trade 

Anthony (Tony) Alti  

407 498-3030 

“Check out our vehicles” 

Go to our web side 

www.goldmedalautosales.com 

1175 W State Road, 436 Altamonte Strings 

10-PERCENT DISCOUNT WITH CLIPPED ADS ABOVE 
 

 
NAT NACCARATO,  E.A. 

Naccarato-Associates@att.net 
2747 Upper Park Rd. 

Orlando, Fl 32814 
Phone: 407 960-4137  

 

IN MEMORY OF 13 CHAPLAINS KILLED 

INACTION (KIA) OR IN NORTH KOREA 

PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS  
-TOM CAMPBELL 

My Take…A Commentary 

Could the Korean War 

have ended earlier? 
Far East Commander Gen. Douglas MacArthur made 

two major decisions during his tenure as UN 

commander in the Far East and Korea.  The first 

was the brilliant maneuver at Inchon, 
catching the North Koreans totally by surprise, 

enabling his X Corps (as it was later designated) 

to cut the NK army in half, thus permitting the 

Eighth Army to breakout of the Pusan Perimeter 

and drive the NKs back to the 38
th
 Parallel, 

scattering many of them throughout the 

mountains of South Korea where the 

disorganized guerilla forces were eventually 

killed or rounded up by the ROKs. 

The second major decision  
made by MacArthur, and backed by the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff, President Harry Truman, fiery 

old Syngman Rhee, and the reluctant UN was 

the decision to cross the 38
th
 and completely 

destroy the NKPA and advance to the Yalu 

despite the warning that Red China would 

intervene if UN forces crossed the 38
th
 Parallel. 

At this point, the North Korea Army 

was almost totally decimated. But this is where 

the supreme commander made two other serious 

mistakes. The third was his ignoring the fact that 

the Chinese would probably enter the war. He 

knew the Chinese were massing along the 

Manchurian border but he told Pres. Truman that 

Chinese intervention was unlikely and with a 

note of arrogance said his air force would 

destroy it if it became a possibility.   

Thus, MacArthur paid little heed to the 

Chinese and thrust forward, splitting his 

command between a mountain making 

communications between the two inaccessible, 

his fourth big mistake. It was not unlike a 

commander at the Battle of the Little Big Horn 

in Montana in 1876 who also split his command 

with negative results. No lesson learned here. 

It was not until July of 1951 when the 

opportunity to end the fighting arose again. The 

Communists had sued for peace talks; the UN 

agreed and the talks got underway. One of the 

stipulations was that the fighting would continue 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-e7EJLZQnozk/TmLCnZurqCI/AAAAAAAACpw/G8vdLnidYwc/s1600/DSC00344.1.jpg
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during the peace talks, enabling the Communist 

force to build up their strength and what resulted 

were two more years of brutal hilltop fighting 

with 13,000 more Americans  killed, thousands 

wounded, not counting  ROK casualties which 

were much higher. 

So, in retrospect, it remains to be seen 

whether stopping at the 38
th
 Parallel would have 

changed anything.  Would the North Koreans, 

strengthened and re-armed by the Chinese or the 

Soviets, been able to attempt another invasion? 

Possibly, but perhaps doubtful since the 

UN would have maintained a definitely strong 

force at the 38
th
 Parallel also, along with 

supporting superior air power. 

In a related and must read piece  in the 

current issue of The Graybeards, writer Richard 

Loney writes about a report by Gen. Albert 

C.Wedemeyer in 1947 to Harry Truman 

concerning future strategies for both China and 

Korea.Wedemeyer had commanded U.S. forces 

in China in World War II.  He said that if the 

Chinese Nationalists had defeated the 

Communists in China’s Civil War, it would have 

obviated the artificial barrier at the 38
th
 Parallel 

which kept the country divided, and thus no 

Korean War. – B.R. 

*** 

Personals 
 

MSGT GILBERT M. BERG – Dedicated 

to Rangers, Past, Present and Future 

(12/30/13 

__________________________________ 
VICK HAAS (UAAF-RET.) 20

TH
Air Force 

(1/20/15) 

__________________________________ 
 

TED TROUSDALE YN1, US NAVY (’51-

’56) Sub Squadron 6 & Amphibious Forces 

US PAC., the Pentagon; JUSMAG, Thailand 

(3/20/14) 

_________________________________ 

GENERAL PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 

Independently Owned and Operated by 

Marilyn C. Campbell 
President/Broker 

860 North State Road 434 1009 

407 862-2250, Ext. 2520 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714-7066 

(Let me list for you and my finding fee goes 

to KWVA Ch. 173) 

____________________________ 

VFW Post 2093 
“The Action Post on the Lake” 

Suzy Spivey, Marketing Director 

4444 Edgewater Drive, Orlando FL 32804-

1216 

407 296-2502 or 407 399-3960 Cell 

Banquet Facilities, Outdoor Pavilion 

Lakeside BBQ Pit, Picnic Area, and Dock. 

________________________________ 

BEA KING, 

WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS (WAC)  
1951-1955 

 

BILL KING, JR., COMBAT MEDIC 

2
nd

 BN 19
th

 REGT, 24
th

 INFANTRY 

DIVISION KOREA – July 26 1950-March 

1951. 

 
________________________________ 

RONALD T. YORK, Tank Co., 5
th

 

Regimental Combat Team, Punchbowl, 

Korea, April ’52-Jan. ’53(12/20/12) 

_____________ _________________ 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 

Department of Florida 

2015 SW 75
th

 St., Gainesville, Fl. 32607 

Transportation Coordinator Orlando  

VA Health Care 

5201 Raymond Ave Orlando FL 32803 

Phone: 407 629-1599 Ext. 1968 

_______________________________ 

 

Bill Russell, U. S. Army (1947-56) Korean 

War Combat Correspondent  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:20th_Air_Force.png
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=JepAz_enccHiQM&tbnid=1JUrfWArM2GtoM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.priorservice.com/dipa.html&ei=7iymUtmgIMX0kQeTuIDgAQ&bvm=bv.57752919,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNHH9RFZdm329ca7faV4k_0JlYJBNg&ust=1386708582328317
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rD07_TmLMuydpM&tbnid=AUm4ebwHnleaYM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.military-graphics.com/army_unit3.html&ei=HzKmUt3uDM_ukQe1uYGwDw&bvm=bv.57752919,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNHEJJ1arSUQoeCEs2WvgASGAz6DmA&ust=1386709906094000
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P O Box 160505 
Altamonte Springs, FL 
32716-0505 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
A lone wreath rests against the Wall of Reflection at the Korean War Veterans 

Memorial in Washington. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=461140930624314&set=a.126991604039250.24695.126991497372594&type=1&source=11
http://jrcclark.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/washington-dc-korean-war-veterans-memorial.jpg

