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VA hospital may not open by 
end of year as stated 
The long 

wait 

continues 

Why? 
Veterans who have been 
waiting on the new VA 
hospital at Lake Nona to 
open soon will have to wait 
longer, says the U. S. Dept. 
of Veterans Affairs 
recently. Perhaps even 
beyond December of this 
year.  

Although it was 
reported in the Orlando 
Sentinel recently that two 
officials at the U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs said that the parties 
had agreed on the December 
2014 date for completion, but 
VA spokeswoman Josephine 
Schuda said it wasn't so. 

What's more, being 
complete is not the same as 
being open, the VA said. 
"The VA has not projected a 
new completion date," 
Schuda said, adding that the 
government would not 
speculate on a new date. 

However, the long 
wait for a bit of good news 
about the veteran’s medical 
complex here is over – at 
least for now, VA officials 
informed U.S. Sen. Bill  
See NELSON page 5 

In DeLand 

Bob Balzer 
honored 

 
Beacon photo by Marsha 

McLaughlin 
Chapter Member and World 
War II and Korean War 
veteran Bob Balzer (above) 
was honored recently in 
DeLand at an event in his 
honor.  
 The event was 
organized by community 
leaders to recognize Bob’s 
devoted service to the 
Wounded Warrior Project 
and other veteran and 
community causes. 
 As reported in a 
recent issue of The West 
Volusia Beacon, a tree was 
planted in Balzer’s honor at 
Bill Dreggors Park in 
DeLand. He was later the 
guest of honor at a dinner at a 
DeLand restaurant. 
 In 2013 the Volusia 
League of Cities named Bob  

mailto:billrider29@embarqmail.com
http://www.dotphoto.com/ViewImage.asp?AID=6647594&IID=268049108&INUM=1&ICT=6
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BALZER from page 1  
Citizen of the year for his 
efforts on behalf of veterans 
and other community causes 
including the Honor Flights 
Project which provides free 
trips for World II veterans 
and hopefully also for Korean 
veterans to view their 
monuments in Washington. 
 DeLand City 
Manager Michael Pieus 
called Bob a “true patriot 
who works tirelessly for 
Wounded Warriors through 
and through…DeLand is 
lucky to have such a 
committed community 
member and veteran.”  
 

Photo by Marsha McLaughlin 
 
Bob was accompanied by his 
wife, Rose, and son James 
(above) at the event.  
 (Many thanks to Tom 
Cullerton for passing this great  
story on to the Morning Calm, 
and to publisher Barb 
Shepherd of the West Volusia 
Beacon for her assistance.)  

 

NEXT MEETING: 
THURS. MARCH 20 

AT POST 2093 
BEGINNING AT 11 

A.M. 

 
For all Korean vets 
Books about 
Korea 
on the way 
The much heralded book, 
Korean Reborn, is on its way 
to members of Chapter 173. 

This is the book that 
was handed out at the 60th 
Anniversary Commemoration 
Ceremony at the Korean War 
Memorial on July 27, 2013. 
Tens of Thousands of these 
books are being shipped all 
around the United States to 
be distributed to Korean War 
Veterans as a FREE GIFT 
from the Koreans and South 
Korean Government, in 
appreciation of your service. 

The books are 
available at various 
distribution points. The 
nearest one to us is at St. 
Augustine. Commander 
Travers is hopeful of them 
being available at the March 
meeting.  

The 160-page, 
hardbound book, contains 
many illustrations and is 
printed on chrome-coated 
paper.  

This beautiful book 
is published by Remember 
My Service Publications and 
distributed free to all U.S. 
veterans of the Korean War. 

.New National 
Cemeteries in 
Florida… The 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) has announced 
the names of two new VA 
national cemeteries planned 
in Florida – the Cape 
Canaveral National Cemetery 
in Scottsmoor and the 
Tallahassee National 
Cemetery in Tallahassee“
 These two new 
cemeteries are a priority for 
the growing veterans 
community in Florida,” said 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
Eric K. Shinseki.   
 The Cape Canaveral 
National Cemetery is planned 
for a 318-acre parcel located 
in close proximity to U. S. 
Route 1 in northern Brevard 
County in Scottsmoor, 
approximately two miles 
from Interstate 95 and 12 
miles north of Titusville.  The 
cemetery will serve more 
than 163,000 Veterans, 
spouses and their eligible 
dependents living in the 
central eastern Florida area.
 The initial phase of 
construction will provide 
more than 17,000 gravesites. 
The Tallahassee National 
Cemetery is planned for a 
250-acre parcel in Leon 
County, with frontage along 
U.S. Highway 27 
(Appalachee Parkway) and 
Old St. Augustine Road near 
March Road east of 
Tallahassee.   
 The cemetery will 
serve 83,000 Veterans and 
their eligible dependents in 
the Tallahassee area, as well 
as southwestern Georgia  >> 

http://www.dotphoto.com/ViewImage.asp?AID=6647594&IID=268049126&INUM=3&ICT=6
http://kwva.org/homepage_stories/images/131108_korea_reborn.jpg
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and southeastern Alabama. 
 The initial phase of 
construction will provide 
more than 6,000 gravesites 
and an early turnover area so 
that the cemetery can begin 
burial operations soon after 
construction begins.  

***  
One is a Borinqueneer 
Eight Korean War 
veterans to receive  
Medal of Honor 

 
 

When President Obama 
presents the Medal of Honor 
on March 14 to 24 veterans, 
previously overlooked for the 
award due to their ethnicity, 
one of the awards will be 
posthumously awarded to 
Master Sergeant Juan E. 
Negron, the first member of 
the 65th Infantry Regiment to 
receive the award. Sergeant 
Negron is among eight 
Korean War veterans to 
receive the honor. 
 Negron, along with 
all the other awardees, had 
been recipients of the 
Distinguished Service Cross, 
the Nation’s second highest 
award for his courageous 
actions while serving as a 
member of Company L, 65th 
Infantry Regiment, 3d 
Infantry Division during 

combat operations against an 
armed enemy in Kalma-Eri, 
Korea on April 28, 1951. 

*** 

The longest war? 

“Here we go 

again,” as 

somebody once 

said 
As Secretary of Defense 
Chuck Hagel was giving his 
remarks recently concerning 
defense budget cuts for 2015, 
he said something that always 
gets my attention. 
 In referring to a 
“repositioning” in 
Afghanistan, which he called 
the “longest war in our 
Nation’s history,” he 
obviously forgot about his 
speech he made at the 60th 
Anniversary celebration at 
the Korean War Memorial in 
Washington on July 27, 
which was observing the 
ceasefire and not the end of 
the war.  

 
Patrolling the DMZ today 

 
Most people don’t realize that 
the Korean War has not 
ended. In fact, the years after 
the war, hostile action 
continued along the DMZ at 
the cost of some 1,300 
Americans plus countless 
number of ROKs killed and 
wounded. In 1991 U.S. 
troops were pulled off the 
DMZ but of course the ROKs 
remained.  

What happened at 
the last meeting? 

(officially called the 
minutes) 

 
Good turnout, some 32 
members and guests. 
Commander Travers called the 
meeting to order slightly past 11 
a.m. He announced and 
displayed the chapter’s 
challenge coin that was for sale 
at the low price of $10. This was 
a special offer and the cost may 
go up in the future.   
 Judge Advocate 
Charlie First announced that the 
by-laws had been approved 
and signed and that copies will 
be available upon request. John 
Stelling of the Honor/Color 
Guard reported on recent 
presentations. (Remember that 
the Guard receives at least 
$150 for each presentation and 
this goes into the general 
fund.) More than $500 has been 
brought in over the past year.
 First Vice and 
Membership Director Joe 
Guglich reported that chapter 
membership totaled 115. >> 
Treasurer Dick Padgett 
distributed the monthly financial 
report and answered several 
questions pertinent to it.   The 
report was approved by the 
membership.  
 Commander Travers 
reported on the activities of 
SCVAC (Seminole County 
Veterans Affairs Council) and 
the support of the organization. 
The recent meeting focused on 
the upcoming MEMORIAL 
DAY events in Sanford to be 
held on Sat. May 24. (Mark 
your calendars for that one.) 
In relation to Memorial Day, 
which falls on the annual 
Memorial Day fund raiser will 
be held the previous Sat. (May 
14) which is also ARMED 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=AGbz4x1B6ioF7M&tbnid=eM9Sj6n0hL4GCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.history.army.mil/html/moh/civwarmz.html&ei=V3AKU7fgO4iUkQeO94CICg&bvm=bv.61725948,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNHaANTa6w9eOueV-7_g456Sw-ac4A&ust=1393279375358056
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FORCES DAY. Commander 
Travis discussed the tax 
exemption granted the chapter 
and said the chapter had used 
the law firm of B.A. Holloway 
and Associates to accomplish it. 
We are now tax exempt, the 
Commander reported, and 
noted that the law firm will 
continue to represent us.  

Commander also 
reminded members that the 
KOREA REBORN books will 
be picked up in time for the next 
meeting. He also reported that 
Korean Peace Medal, 
presented at the 60th 
Anniversary veterans at the 
Washington Memorial may be 
presented in the future if 
available.   

Under new business it 
was noted that the 64th 
Anniversary of the start of the 
Korean War (hard to believe) 
would be observed at Post 
2093 on June 25 and the 61st 
Anniversary of the Ceasefire 
would be celebrated on 
Sunday, July 27.  

Applause and “bon 
voyage” was given to Member 
Pyo Cho who is returning to 
Korea after a 40 years absence. 
We wish him and family well. 
And as they say in the Navy 
after ordering a clean sweep fore 
and aft, THAT IS ALL!” – 
Respectfully submitted for your 
approval by Bill Russell, 
Secretary 
*** 

Clermont Library 
offers voice for 
veterans’ stories 
The Cooper Military Library of 
Veterans offers a program that 
allows Korean War veterans to 
be interviewed by a reporter and 
the interview is entered in the 
Military Library. Also the 
reporter, Audrey Jackson 
Morgan of the library, writes a 
bio story of the interview.  

 It began in Ch. 188 in 
Clermont.  Chapter 173 Judge 
Advocate and Member Charlie 
First, then a member of 188, and 
several other Ch. 188 member 
veterans were also honored by 
having their Korean story 
enshrined in the new Cooper 
Military  
 The Morning Calm is 
not sure if the program is limited 
to Lake County veterans only, 
but you can contact Audrey 
Morgan Jackson who apparently 
heads the project. She may be  
reached at 352-536-9954 or 914-
952-1576 for information about 
the project. 

*** 
Returning Home 

 
Member Robert Elliott salutes 
as he bids Pyo Cho goodby. 
Cho leaves this month to return 
to Korea to live. The chapter 
will miss him. 
 

 
Briefly noted… 
China Spying on U.S. 
Veterans--China is spying 
on U.S. veterans and military 
service members through a 
breach of the largest veterans' 
organization. The attack was 
uncovered by security 
researchers at FireEye, who 
have dubbed it "Operation 
SnowMan." The attack 
attempted to target anyone who 
visited the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) website. The 
attack allowed Chinese hackers 
to monitor and gain control over 
users' computers by quietly 

installing a Remote Access 
Trojan (RAT). Randi Law, the 
VFW public affairs manager, 
said in an email that the VFW 
National Headquarters was 
notified of the attack on Feb. 12, 
after which VFW immediately 
identified the threat and rectified 
the code…  
The USS Zumwalt 
has hit the water and 

 
due to start patrolling 
by 2014. It was originally  
estimated to cost about $3.8 
billion, but so much 
technology was crammed on 
board that its cost has nearly 
doubled, and after three are 
built the Navy will halt 
production. Note: Can you 
imagine facing these 
monsters? 
 

Congressman 
pushing for 
POW/MIA stamp… 

 
Congressman Gus Bilirakis (R-
Fl, 12th District) has introduced 
a bill in Congress labeled 
HR2794. that would get 

callto:352-536-9954
callto:914-952-1576
callto:914-952-1576
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TkNhSSOK3XrQ-M&tbnid=yRFunaQNWylZqM:&ved=&url=http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/logos/categories/military?page=9&ei=TtkPU_3IB875kQeK9YGgBw&bvm=bv.61965928,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNGukz9U0vu9biKiZqfhQ9J6efhPJg&ust=1393633998753561


5 
 

a stamp honoring POWs and 
MIAs. This should be a slam 
dunk but there has been 
opposition from the Postal 
Service. Back in January, 
Bilirakis and Young urged 
Postmaster General Patrick 
Donahoe to issue a 
POW/MIA stamp. 

Responding to the 
congressmen in a letter, 
Lambros Kapoulas, a 
government relations 
representative for the Postal 
Service, revealed that the 
Citizens' Stamp Advisory 
Committee (CSAC) 
considered issuing the stamp 
but rejected it. 

Kapoulas added that 
the Postal Service issued a 
stamp honoring POWs and 
MIA service members back 
in 1995. But the previous 
POW/MIA stamp was not a 
Forever stamp which was 
created in 2007. 

*** 
NELSON, from page 1  
Nelson at a meeting held last 
month at the Medical Center 
to discuss the planning of a 
national simulation center 
designed to train doctors and 
nurses in all the latest 
procedures for veterans’ 
illnesses and injuries. 

The $20-plus million 
facility will be near by the 
massive but so-far problem-
plagued Orlando VA Medical  
Center, which at this point is 
some three years behind. 

The new simulation 
center should break ground in 
April and be completed in 
about 15 months, Nelson was 
told at the meeting. Based on 
that it should be ready by the 
middle of next year.  

 
Nelson at the Medical Center 

meeting last month. 
 

The Florida Democrat, a 
senior member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, 
helped secure funding for the 
high-tech project. 
 The simulation center 
may also open a 60-bed 
residential treatment center 
on the 65-acre medical 
complex designed to take 
patients - including those 
with alcohol or drug 
problems - and help transition 
them to independence. 

“The new simulation 
center will absolutely be a 
major asset to the VA and our 
veterans, and to the Central 
Florida region,” Nelson said.  

In addition to being 
briefed on the SIMLearn 
National Center, Nelson also 
received updates on the 
delays in the opening of the 
hospital.  

*** 

KWVA ELECTION  
Don’t forget to cast your vote 
for this year’s election of 
KWVA officers and 
directors. A ballot and 
information on each 
candidate is included in the 
current issue of The 
Graybeards. Ballots are due 
by May 10. So make your 
selections and mail today. 

MEDITATIONS 

BY ELMER MAYES, 
CHAPLAIN, Ch. 173 

A well-known actor commented 
that he enjoyed playing "flawed" 
characters in movies because 
people better relate to an 
imperfect character. Most will 
agree it is easier to relate and 
understand perfect who aren't 
perfect because we know that 
we are imperfect. 
 God included many accounts in 
the Bible of deceitful, weak, and 
angry people. Some examples: 
Jacob, who deceived his father 
to receive the blessing (Genesis 
27:1). Or, Gideon, who was so 
unsure of God that he asked 
Him twice for proof that He 
would be faithful to do what He 
said He would do (Judges 6:37, 
39). And then Peter, who for 
fear of his own safety, denied 
even knowing his friend and 
Lord (Mark 14:66-72). 
  But when we read the 
entire record, we find that these 
people were able, with God's 
help, to overcome their 
shortcomings and ultimately be 
useful to Him. That happened 
when they depended not on 
themselves but on God. 
  Just like the people of 
two thousand years ago, each 
one of us comes with flaws. But 
by God's grace (God's 
Redemption At Christ's 
Expense) we can overcome 
those imperfections by 
embracing His "strength . . . 
made perfect in weakness" (2 
Corinthians 12.9) Serving Jesus 
Because He DIED for US! 

 
*** 

OUR NEW LOOK. Hope you 
noticed our new format. and I 
hope the three-column page will 
be easier to read and the use of 
more color boxes and headings 
to give it a more attractive look. 
Thanks. –The Editor. 
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We Make Hot Cars Cool” 

 
Radiator, Air Conditioning, & Brake Specialist 

Since 1987 
1161 West 436 – Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 

 

 
CALL Bob Howell – 

 407 774-4504 
 

 

 
 

Service is the Heart of our Business 
Specializing in Late Model Vehicles, Appraisals & 

Consignments. We also buy, sale and trade 
Anthony (Tony) Alti  

407 498-3030 
“Check out our vehicles” 

Go to our web side 
www.goldmedalautosales.com 

1175 W State Road, 436 Altamonte Strings 
10-PERCENT DISCOUNT WITH CLIPPED ADS ABOVE 
 

 
NAT  NATCARATO,   E.A. 

Nacarato-Associates@att.net 
BALDWIN PARK 

429 Enders Street – S. 103 
Phone: 407 893-5743 Fax: 893-5752 

 
IN MEMORY OF 13 CHAPLAINS KILLED 
INACTION (KIA) OR IN NORTH KOREA 

PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS  
 
 

-TOM CAMPBELL 

IMPORTANT NEWS 
ABOUT YOUR VA CARD 

VA Announces Rollout of Secure Veteran 
Health Identification Cards 

  
WASHINGTON – The Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA) today announced  the 
phased roll out of newly designed, more secure 
Veteran Health Identification Cards. The new 
cards are distinguished by additional security 
features and will have a different look and feel.   

 In addition to being more secure, the 
card has been transformed into a Veterans 
Health Identification Card (VHIC).  Similar to a 
typical health insurance card, the VHIC displays 
the Veteran’s Member ID, a new unique 
identifier, as well as a Plan ID, reflecting the 
Veteran’s enrollment in VA health care.   

 The VHIC is personalized to display 
the emblem of the Veteran’s branch of service.  
It also provides features that make it easier to 
use, such as the addition of “VA” in Braille to 
help visually impaired Veterans, and the printing 
of VA phone numbers and emergency care 
instructions on the cards. 

 The card replaces the Veteran 
Identification Card (VIC), which was introduced 
in 2004.  As part of a phased rollout, starting this 
month, the card will only be offered to newly 
enrolled and other Veterans who have not been 
issued a VIC.  Then, in early April, VA will 
begin a three month effort to automatically issue 
the more secure VHIC to current VIC 
cardholders.   VA recommends Veterans 
safeguard their VIC as they would a credit card, 
and cut up or shred the card once it is replaced.  
While not required to receive VA health care, all 
enrolled Veterans are encouraged to get a VHIC.  

Veterans (enrolled and not enrolled can 
get more information about the VHIC by 
contacting the website 
www.va.gov/healthbenefits/vhic, calling 1-
877-222-VETS (8387) or visiting their local VA 
health care facility. 

*** 
LATE NEWS: The Executive Board at its Feb. 4 
meeting, elected to discontinue subscription and 
ad in The Bivaouc due to economic reasons. 
 

http://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/vhic
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-e7EJLZQnozk/TmLCnZurqCI/AAAAAAAACpw/G8vdLnidYwc/s1600/DSC00344.1.jpg
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Personals 
 
MSGT GILBERT M. BERG – Dedicated 
to Rangers, Past, Present and Future 

(12/30/13 
__________________________________ 

VICK HAAS (UAAF-RET.) 20THAir Force 
(1/20/15) 

__________________________________ 
ROBERT D JOHNSON,  E Co., 5th 
Cavalry Regiment, 1s Cav, Dec. 52-53 

33rd Infantry Regt. Combat Team – Jan. ‘58 
Hq 21st Direct Support Group Camp Red 

Cloud Jan-Dec 1969-Dec. 1969 

 
_________________________________ 

TED TROUSDALE YN1, US NAVY (’51-
’56) Sub Squadron 6 & Amphibious Forces 

US PAC., the Pentagon; JUSMAG, Thailand 
(3/20/14) 

_________________________________ 
GENERAL PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 
Independently Owned and Operated  by 

Marilyn C. Campbell 
President/Broker 

860 North State Road 434 1009 
407 862-2250, Ext. 2520 

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714-7066 
(Let me list for you and my finding fee goes 

to KWVA Ch. 173) 
____________________________ 

VFW Post 2093 
“The Action Post on the Lake” 

Suzy Spivey, Marketing Director 
4444 Edgewater Drive, Orlando FL 32804-

1216 
407 296-2502 or 407 399-3960 Cell 

Banquet Facilities, Outdoor Pavilion 
Lakeside BBQ Pit, Picnic Area, and Dock 
________________________________ 

BEA KING, 
WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS (WAC)  

1951-1955 
 

BILL KING, JR., COMBAT MEDIC 
2nd BN 19th REGT, 24th INFANTRY 

DIVISION KOREA – July 26 1950-March 
1951. 

 
________________________________ 

RONALD T. YORK, Tank Co., 5th 
Regimental Combat Team, Punchbowl, 

Korea, April ’52-Jan. ’53(12/20/12) 

 

_______________________________ 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
Department of Florida 

2015 SW 75th St., Gainesville, Fl. 32607 
_________________________________ 

Transportation Coordinator Orlando VA 
Health Care 

5201 Raymond Ave Orlando FL 32803 
Phone: 407 629-1599 Ext. 1968 

_______________________________ 
R.D. “Jack” Miller, 187th Airborne 

Regimental Combat Team, Korea, 5th 
Special Forces Group, Vietnam 

(11/20/13). 
_____________________________ 

In Memory of 1st LT Robert McGovern, 
Medal of Honor – KIA Jan 20 1951 – In 

Honor of Co. A, 5th CAV Division – 
Presidential Unit Citation 1/30/51. 

______________________________ 
Bill Russell, U. S. Army (1947-56) Korean 
War Combat Correspondent/Author of Ten 

Days at White Horse and other works on the 
Korean War 

 
_______________________________ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:20th_Air_Force.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1st_Cavalry_Division_-_Shoulder_Sleeve_Insignia.svg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=JepAz_enccHiQM&tbnid=1JUrfWArM2GtoM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.priorservice.com/dipa.html&ei=7iymUtmgIMX0kQeTuIDgAQ&bvm=bv.57752919,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNHH9RFZdm329ca7faV4k_0JlYJBNg&ust=1386708582328317
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rD07_TmLMuydpM&tbnid=AUm4ebwHnleaYM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.military-graphics.com/army_unit3.html&ei=HzKmUt3uDM_ukQe1uYGwDw&bvm=bv.57752919,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNHEJJ1arSUQoeCEs2WvgASGAz6DmA&ust=1386709906094000
http://www.google.com/imgres?sa=X&biw=1024&bih=726&tbm=isch&tbnid=ixD9xx8urhbG7M:&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/9th_Infantry_Division_(Republic_of_Korea)&docid=5_PIBt9FiTJ4gM&imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/76/9th_Infantry_Division_(South_Korea).gif&w=155&h=133&ei=h3bMUv-HOtDxkQfL8YGIDg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:20,s:0,i:150&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=106&tbnw=124&start=15&ndsp=18&tx=66.60000610351562&ty=49.5999755859375
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Charles R. Travers 
President KWVA Ch. 173 
P O Box 160505 
Altamonte Springs, FL 
32716-0505 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HONORING OUR HONOR/COLOR GUARD 

 
 

Left to right are Pyo Cho, who will be leaving us soon, Charlie First, John Stelling, Gil Harris, 
and Woody Hines. Other members include Tim McKenna, John Randall, Chris Collins. Chuck 
Travers, and Nancy Travers. Volunteers gladly accepted. (Photo by Bill Russell) 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=461140930624314&set=a.126991604039250.24695.126991497372594&type=1&source=11

