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The Morning Calm   
Publication of Ch. 173 KWVA – Volume 16  -   December 2013, Altamonte Spgs., Fl 32716  

Reporter/Editor: Bill Russell 

 

Will Santa make appearance?

Get set for 
Christmas Party 
Everyone all set for the Christmas Party? 
It will be a good one so set your calendar for 
THURSDAY, DEC. 19 at 11 a.m. 
 Santa may or may not make an 
appearance since he will be very busy that day.  
 

 
Scene from last year’s gala Christmas event 
when Santa was on hand to pass out “greetings 
and gifts.” Will he make it this year? Not even 
Mrs. Klaus knows. 

There’s still time to get your reservation 
in. Just make sure you send your check payable 
to “Mid Fla Ch. 173 KWVA” at $10 per person 
and be sure and include the number of people. 
Also it would a good idea to call Treasurer 
Dick Padgett at 407 678-2330 and tell him 
your check is “in the mail.”  

*** 

Korean veteran honored 
Dedication of Lake Nona 

Memorial  highlight of Veterans Day 

 
Bahia Concert Band performing at Lake Nona 
event. 
  
One of the Veterans Day highlights was the 
dedication of the Central Florida Veterans 
Memorial at Lake Nona. The memorial site is on 
the campus of the Veterans Administration 
Hospital, which is scheduled to open in a year. 
 The memorial contains the names of 
 l,174 Central Floridians killed in the various 
wars. Among the veterans lauded by guest 
speaker Dr. Neal Euliano, a local veterans 
activist, was Private First Class Emory L. 
Bennett, of Cocoa, whose name appears on the 
memorial, and who was killed in action in Korea 
in February l951.    

Dr. Euliano noted that that The Emory 
L. Bennett Causeway and approaches, running 
from SR 50 west of Cocoa, northeast and east 
across U.S. Highway 1, the Indian River 
Lagoon, Merritt Island, and the Banana River, 
was dedicated on October 11, 1963 as a two-lane 
toll bridge and road. It was assigned the SR 
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528 number over its whole length.  
 At the same time, the present SR 
41north of SR 528 was also built. The causeway 
was named in honor of PFC Bennett, a recipient 
of the Medal of Honor for his actions during the 
Korean War, and is part of the Indian River 
Lagoon Scenic Highway. 

Other highlights 
A number of Chapter 173 members attended the 
annual Veterans Day event in Sanford. 
Numerous other events were held throughout 
Central Florida 

*** 

Veteran’s wife 
honors husband in 
Orlando Sentinel 
Deborah Barfield, wife of Chapter 173 member 
Bob Barfield, responded to the Orlando 
Sentinel’s call for letters to be published in their 
“Letters to the Editor” section on Veterans Day. 
She submitter her letter and it was published. 
 In the letter she praised her husband, 
Bob for his service and quest for the Medal of 
Honor which he had been recommended for. In 
1998, 45 years after the fact, it was  discovered, 
she wrote in her letter  that he was recommended 
for the Medal of Honor for his heroic actions as 
an 18-year-old sergeant on the front lines of 
Korea. 

Bob is the recipient of the Combat 
Infantry Badge, Purple Heart (wounded at age 
17), Silver Star, and Bronze Star with "V" for 
valor and other awards.  
 Recently, she continued, a new 
recommendation for the Medal of Honor was 
sent to Washington through Sen. Bill Nelson's 
office, along with 11 notarized affidavits to his 
actions in 1953. I, as well as thousands of others, 
she wrote, think my husband should be awarded 
this medal. 
 Bob’s story is told in the book, 
Insufficient Evidence. From Orphan to 
Medal of Honor Recommendation, available 
from Amazon and other sources, and written 
by well-known author Dave Lapham. 
____________________________________ 

Dark December 
 

A significant month 

in America’s wars 

* 

For some ironic and historic reason, the month 
of December has always been a very significant 
time in the annals of America’s wars. Here are a 
few reminders: 
 

 
 
As far back as Christmas Day 1776 we 

find General of the American Army, George 
Washington crossing the frozen and dangerous 
Delaware River in a surprise move against the 
Hessian forces in Trenton, New Jersey.  

A year later, also in December his 
bedraggled, frozen, and hungry troops set up 
winter quarters at Valley Forge following a last 
hard fought battle of the year at the Battle of 
White Marsh. 

Fredericksburg 
 Fast forward to December 13, l862. 
The place: Fredericksburg, Virginia, on the bank 
of the Rappahannock River, the scene of one of 
the Federals’ most devastating defeats of the war 
when Union General Ambrose Burnside sent 
some 30,000 men against a Confederate position 
along a stone wall in front of high ground called 
“Marye’s Heights.” No Union soldier made it to 
the top; 8,000 died in front of it. 

December 7 
 Probably no event in America’s 
history can equal the disaster that occurred 
at Pearl Harbor on the above date in1941 
when the Japanese made their sneak attack on 
the Hawaiian Islands. That event, as everyone 
knows, woke up America. The Japanese attack, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Washington_Crossing_the_Delaware_by_Emanuel_Leutze,_MMA-NYC,_1851.jpg
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stunned virtually eveyone in the United States 
military. Japan’s carrier-launched bombers 
found Pearl Harbor totally unprepared.  
 

 
Destroyed American planes at Wheeler Field. 

 
The Bulge 

 
 
On 16 December 1944 the Germans 

launched a major offensive toward the end of World 
War II through the densely forested Ardennes 
mountain region in Belgium. However, Allied 
reinforcements including General George S. Patton’s 
Third Army, and improving weather conditions, 
allowed air attacks on German forces and supply 
lines, that sealed the failure of the German offensive. 

In the wake of the defeat, many veteran 
German units were left severely depleted of men and 
equipment as survivors retreated to the defenses of 
the Siegfried Line. 

For the Americans, with about 840,000 men 
committed, and some 89,000 casualties, including 
19,000 killed, the Battle of the Bulge was one of the 
largest and bloodiest battles of World War II. 

 

 
 
U.S. Marines engaging the Chinese near the Chosin 
Reservoir. (Official U.S. Marine Corps photo) 

 
The Chosin Reservoir 

Probably no other event that occurred in the month 
of December means as much to Korean War veterans 
as the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir. If you were 
there and witnessed it, you know better than anyone. 
 It’s difficult to sum up this historic event in 
a few words, but the Battle of Chosin Reservoir, was 
a decisive battle in the history of the Korean War. 

*** 

CHAPLAINS 

 

Holiday Greetings 
 

An anonymous author wrote, "When I was first 
converted, and for some years afterward, the 

second coming of Christ was a thrilling idea, a 
blessed hope, a glorious promise, the theme of 
some of the most inspiring songs of the church. 

 
"Later it became an accepted tenet of faith, a 

cardinal doctrine, a kind of invisible trademark 
of my ministry. It was the favorite arena of my 

theological discussions, in the pulpit and in 
print. Now suddenly the second coming means 

something more to me. Paul called it 'the blessed 
hope.' But today it appears as the only hope of 

the world." 
From the human standpoint, there is no solution 

for the struggles of the world. Leaders are 
naturally frustrated trying to deal with the 
increasing problems in society. The only 

http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/images/g30000/g32896.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:117th_Infantry_North_Carolina_NG_at_St._Vith_1945.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Marines_engage_during_the_Korean_War.jpg
http://user.xmission.com/~tssphoto/xmas2/ACHR0847.html
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complete and permanent solution is found in the 
return of Christ to earth. When He comes, He 

will set up His kingdom. He will rule the nations 
in righteousness, and "the earth will be filled 

with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea" (Habakkuk 2:14). 

 
As we await our Savior's return, let us keep on 

praying, working, and watching, while "looking 
for the blessed hope"----our only hope for this 

world. 
 

Elmer Mayes 
Chaplain 173 

Serving Jesus Because He DIED for US! 
 

 
Form Chaplain Tom… 

What a special joy it is for any veteran of 
Korean War Vintage to be looking at Christmas 
2013. We feel a special sense of gratitude to 
God to be alive at our ripe old ages. Ages and 
illnesses have taken an undeniable toll on our 
wish to be alive and kicking, but we are still 
blessed by many wonderful years, memories and 
extended families.    
 We take our hats off to jolly St. Nick 
and how he brings the excitement of the holiday 
to children everywhere. His team headed by 
Rudolph always manages to survive the bad 
weather long enough for him to reach our 
chimney - whether we had one or not. The 
exchange of gifts becomes our preoccupation 
and soon that becomes the world's meaning of 
Christmas.     
 We need to remind ourselves of the 
origin of Christmas and what God did for us that 
day. The world recognized its importance by 
formulating its calendars in a way that 
recognized the birth of our Lord. We see BC as 
before Christ, and AD as after dominum 
(Christ). The world thus honored him as our 
greatest gift ever from the same God who 
created our heavens, our earth, its energies and 
the lives that can recognize and reflect the 
loving God that He is.    
 The birth that changed what life is all 
about surpassed the greatest of our 
understanding. Jesus Christ joined us on earth to 
become our Lord and Savior, our very 

Redeemer. He died on the cross for all our sins. 
He later showed us in His resurrection that God 
has a greater love and future for us in an afterlife 
with Him.    
 Christmas 2013 - Let us make this year 
a special one to show a daily appreciation for the 
relationship He offers. Develop the habit of 
talking to Him throughout our day. Then we can 
feel better about our personal celebration of 
what Christmas is all about.  
 A blessed Christmas to one and all. 
Christ our friend and savior is now with us all 
the days of our lives. He offers us a special 
friendship in the here and now as He prepares us 
for heaven and eternal life with God our Father. 
Christmas is so much more than a happy 
holiday. -Tom Cullerton, Chaplain  
 
Calling all vets, calling all vets...We need your 

help. Please let us know of anyone sick or 
needing personal contact for whatever reason. 
Thank you - Chaplains Elmer Mayes 407-414-

6889 and Tom Cullerton 407-332-1931. 

Thank you. 
 
To the Christmas Party 
Bring your appetite 
…and a toy 
Coming to the Christmas Party on Dec. 19? Sure 
hope so. But say, along with your appetite, 
why not bring a toy for the “Toys for Tots” box. 
 It should be new and unwrapped, please. 
And then enjoy the hospitality and good food 
planned and carried out by our Christmas Party 
staffers Tim McKenna and Kathy Alessandri. 
 See you there. 

*** 
Mini Minutes of Nov. 21 
What happened  
at the last meeting 
Since the secretary was absent for the Nov. 21 
meeting, these minutes will be brief, but still 
official, requiring an approval by the 
membership. 
 First of all, the minutes from the 
previous meeting (Oct. 17) were approved. The 
treasurer’s report was distributed and approved. 

callto:407-414-6889
callto:407-414-6889
callto:407-332-1931
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 The commander pointed out that the 
chapter was in an economic “strain” (my word)  
and that certain issues had to take place such as 
rolling over a CD to a money mart. This has not 
occurred yet but is under serious consideration. 
 Commander Travers reported that four 
members are still MIA on the membership 
roster; in other words they have not renewed 
their membership yet. 
 In other action at the Nov. meeting, Lee 
Wozniak was awarded the special DOD Korean 
Defense Service Medal. See story this page. 
 Commander Travers reminded members 
of the upcoming Christmas Party on Dec. 19 
and urged members to sign-up if they had not 
already. Cost is $10 per member. (Note: to 
make sure you will be counted on, call Dick 
Padgett at 407 678-2330 and make your 
reservations.) 
 Submitted for your approval. 
-Bill Russell, Secretary  

*** 
What was the risk  
of becoming a war casualty?  
The risk that Korean War veterans faced of 
becoming a KIA/MIA casualty was one out of 
every ten soldiers, making the Korean War the 
highest ratio of risks than any war in our history.  
 World War I soldiers suffered one out of 
every 12; World War II with one out of 15; and 
Vietnam, one out of 19.  
 Also, Korea ranks highest in number of 
soldiers killed monthly with an average of 1500 
soldiers killed in action.  Vietnam suffered 
average 480 KIAs. The following table is also 
interesting but discouraging: 

MIA Total vs. STILL MISSING  
IN ACTION 

Korea 9400  8177 
Vietnam 3500  2100 
This was developed by an unknown and 

unidentified source to ensure that Korean War 
veterans will be granted the recognition and 
honor that they deserve and to ensure that they 
will be long remembered. 

 
 

*** 
 
 

 
Judge Advocate Charlie First  

displays Wozniak’s award 

Lee Wozniak awarded  
special Korean medal 

Member Lee Wozniak was recently the recipient 
of a special Korean award. 
 Called the DOD Korean Defense 
Service Medal, the award was distributed by the 
21st Century America-Korean-China Leaders 
Society during the 60th Anniversary.  
 The medals were made from the miles 
of rusted barbed wire at the DMZ. South Korea 
collected all the wire and formed a mold of the 
medal, poured the melted wire into medals and 
covered them with gold. To receive the special 
Korean medal, awardees were noted for their 
receiving combat awards of the Bronze Star or 
above.  
 Lee, who served in Korea from 1951-52 
is the recipient of two Bronze Stars and three 
Army Commendation Medals. He entered the 
service in 1951 and retired in 1978 with the rank 
of E-8. Lee also served three tours in Vietnam 
between 1965 and 1972. 

*** 
The Morning Calm is published by 

Chapter 173, Mid Florida, Korean War 
Veterans Association. 

Queries or questions may be directed to 
Bill Russell, Editor, at  

billrider29@embarqmail.com 
 

mailto:billrider29@embarqmail.com
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Show your KWar i.d. for 10% discount  
 

“We Make Hot Cars Cool” 

 
Radiator, Air Conditioning, & Brake Specialist Since 1987 

1161 West 436 – Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 
 

 
CALL Bob Howell – 407 774-4504 

_______________________________________ 

 

 
Service is the Heart of our Business 
Specializing in Late Model Vehicles, Appraisals & 

Consignments,. We also buy sale and trade. 
 

Anthony (Tony) Alti  
407 498-3030 

“Check out our vehicles” 
Go to our web side 

www.goldmedalautosales.com 
1175 W State Road,436 Altamonte Strings 

___________________________________ 
 

NAT  NATCARATO,   E.A. 
Nacarato-Associates@att.net 

BALDWIN PARK 
429 Enders Street – S. 103 

Phone: 407 893-5743 
Fax: 893-5752 

 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF 13 CHAPLAINS 
KILLED IN ACTION (KIA) OR DIED 
IN NORTH KOREA PRISONER OF 

WAR CAMPS 
Tom Campbell (6/2014)   

 Directors/Officers 
Charles “Chuck” Travers 

407 252 7447 
Crtravers2@yahoo.com 

1ST Vice Commander 
Membership/Webmaster 

Joe Guglich 
321 253 9347 

vierasilverfoxflorida@gmail.com 
2nd Vice Commander 

Charlie First 
Cfirst15@cfl.rr.com 

407 429-5539 
3rd Vice Commander 

Timothy “Tim” McKenna 
Treasurer 

Dick Padgett 
Rpadgetti@cfl.rr.com 

407 678-2330 
Secretary/Editor 

Bill Russell 
407 260 1540 

billrider29@embarqmail.com 
Chaplains 

Tom Cullerton 
407 332 1931 

cullerton@cfl.rr.com 
Elmer Mayes 
407 414-6889 

Topreach11@msn.com 
Historian 
Gil Harris 

407 296 7447 
mgharris1@juno.com 

Sgt.-At-Arms 
Nancy Travers 
407 252 7447 

Judge Advocate/Color Guard 
Charlie First 

Fund Raising/Color Guard 
John Randall 

407 650-3806 
Korean Community Liaison 

Robert Johnson 
407 334-9698 

rodojohn5@centurylink.net 

 

mailto:Rpadgetti@cfl.rr.com
mailto:billrider29@embarqmail.com
mailto:cullerton@cfl.rr.com
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-e7EJLZQnozk/TmLCnZurqCI/AAAAAAAACpw/G8vdLnidYwc/s1600/DSC00344.1.jpg
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OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS FOR 
MID-FLA KOREAN WAR VETERANS is: 
Charles R. Travers, Commander, P.O. Box 
160505, Altamonte Springs, FL 32716-0505 

OUR NEXT MEETING IS THE CHRISTMAS 
PARTY ON DEC. 19 AT POST 2093, 4444 

EDGEWATER DRIVE, ORLANDO 

Personals 
(Renewal dates in paren.) 

MSGT GILBERT M. BERG – Dedicated to 
Rangers, Past, Present and Future 

(12/30/13 
__________________________________ 

VICK HAAS (UAAF-RET.) 20THAir Force 
(1/20/15) 

__________________________________ 
ROBRT D JOHNSON,  E Co., 5th Cavalry 

Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, Dec. 52-53 
33rd Infantry Regt. Combat Team – Jan. ‘58 

Hq 21st Direct Support Group Camp Red 
Cloud Jan-Dec 1969-Dec. 1969 

 
(4/14) 

_________________________________ 
TED TROUSDALE YN1, US NAVY (’51-’56) 
Sub Squadron 6 & Amphibious Forces US 
PAC., the Pentagon; JUSMAG, Thailand 

(3/20/14) 
_________________________________ 

GENERAL PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT 

Independently Owned and Operated  by 
Marilyn C. Campbell 

President/Broker 
860 North State Road 434 1009 

407 862-2250, Ext. 2520 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714-7066 

(Let me list for you and my finding fee goes 
to KWVA Ch. 173) 

____________________________ 
VFW Post 2093 

“The Action Post on the Lake” 
Suzy Spivey, Marketing Director 

4444 Edgewater Drive, Orlando FL 32804-
1216 

407 296-2502 or 407 399-3960 Cell 
Banquet Facilities, Outdoor Pavillion 

Lakeside BBQ Pit, Picnic Area, and Lake 
Dock 

________________________________ 
BEA KING, WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS 

(WAC) 1951-1955 
 

BILL KING, JR., COMBAT MEDIC 
2nd BN 19th REGT, 24th INFANTRY 

DIVISION KOREA – July 26 1950-March 
1951. 

 
________________________________ 

RONALD T. YORK, Tank Co., 5th 
Regimental Combat Team, Punchbowl, 

Korea, April ’52-Jan. ’53(12/20/12) 

 

_______________________________ 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
Department of Florida 

2015 SW 75th St., Gainesville, Fl. 32607 
_________________________________ 

Transportation Coordinator Orlando VA 
Health Care 

5201 Raymond Ave Orlando FL 32803 
Phone: 407 629-1599 Ext. 1968 

_______________________________ 
R.D. “Jack” Miller, 187th Airborne 

Regimental Combat Team, Korea, 5th 
Special Forces Group, Vietnam 

(11/20/13). 
_____________________________ 

In Memory of 1LT robert McGovern, 
Medal of Honor – KIA Jan 20 1951 – In 

Honor of Co. A, 5th CAV Division – 
Presidential Unit Citation 1/30/51. 

______________________________ 
 

Bill Russell, Korean War Combat 
Correspondent/Author 1951-53. 

________________________________ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1st_Cavalry_Division_-_Shoulder_Sleeve_Insignia.svg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=JepAz_enccHiQM&tbnid=1JUrfWArM2GtoM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.priorservice.com%2Fdipa.html&ei=7iymUtmgIMX0kQeTuIDgAQ&bvm=bv.57752919,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNHH9RFZdm329ca7faV4k_0JlYJBNg&ust=1386708582328317
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rD07_TmLMuydpM&tbnid=AUm4ebwHnleaYM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.military-graphics.com%2Farmy_unit3.html&ei=HzKmUt3uDM_ukQe1uYGwDw&bvm=bv.57752919,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNHEJJ1arSUQoeCEs2WvgASGAz6DmA&ust=1386709906094000
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Charles R. Travers 
President KWVA Ch. 173 
P O Box 160505 
Altamonte Springs, FL 
32716-0505 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AD & BUSINESS CARD RENEWALS: Chapter Boosters (Sponsors in two lines below and you 
are automatically mailed monthly). $10 for two lines; $15 for three, etc. Business cards Non 
Members $40/Members $25 per year. Amount enclosed  $___________________. 
 
KWVA 173 -1 Patch, 10-1/2” x 2” @ $3 each =Amount enclosed $______________________. 
 
CH 173 ANNUAL DUES: $10 for Regular Members and for Associate Members  
Amount enclosed $________________________. 
 
NATIONAL ANNUAL DUES: $25 for Regular Members and $16 for Associate Members 
Amount enclosed $________________________ 
 
Dick, please reserve ___ Christmas dinners for me on Dec. 19 for the Annual Buffet and 
Party at $10 each. Amount enclosed $_______________ 
 
Would you like to donate to Toys for Tots. $_____________  
       TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_________________ 
Make checks payable to MID FL KWVA  CH 173 and mail to:  Dick Padgett, 2807 Glyn 
St., Orlando, FL 32807 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=461140930624314&set=a.126991604039250.24695.126991497372594&type=1&source=11

