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President addresses 
veterans & families 

60th Anniversary event 
 in Washington draws 
 huge crowd  - by Bill Russell 

While thousands of Korean War veterans were 
celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the July 27 
Ceasefire in events around the country (including Ch. 
173 of course) and  highlighted  by the president’s 
address at the Korean War Veterans Memorial in the 
Nation’s Capital that drew an estimated 5,000(?)… I 
was not one of them! 
 In fact, the closest I got to the 60th 
Anniversary event was the 60th Anniversary pin I was 
wearing some forty-five miles shy of the Nation’s 
Capital. Logistical problems prevented me from 
reaching my destination and I never made it to the 
memorial. 
 In the meantime, President Obama was there 
and he addressed the huge crowd that had assembled 
there along with Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel 
and other dignitaries. 

In his 20-minute address, he told the 
attending veterans and families that “in America, no 
war should ever be forgotten, and no veteran should 
ever be overlooked." President Obama said the 
conflict didn't unite or divide the country the same 
way World War II or the Vietnam War did, 
respectively, and that Korea veterans came home to 
neither parades nor protests because “there was, it 

 
 

 
The President bows before the Korean War 

Memorial Wreath and two veterans pose next to it. 
In the background are other veterans and families 
gazing at the 17 Homeric figures representing 
members of the Armed Forces that fought in Korea. 
(Photographer unknown). 
 
seemed, a desire to forget, to move on by Americans 
tired of battle.    

Deserved Better 
But they "deserved better," the president 

said, adding that, on the 63rd  Anniversary event that  
"perhaps the highest tribute we can offer our veterans 
of Korea is to do what should have been done the day 
you came home." 

Among the other dignitaries present at the 
ceremony were VA Affairs Secretary Eric Shenseki, 
and Interior Secretary Sally Jewell.   

South Korean President Park Geun-hye sent 
a delegation of special envoys to the event led by 
Rep. Kim Jung-hoon of South Korea's ruling Saenuri 
Party, the head of the National Policy Committee at 
the National Assembly.  

More than 5,000 people, including veterans, 
their families and other citizens, were present, 
according to an estimate by organizers.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Cont…	  
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Meanwhile, back at the ranch (or rather back 
at Chapter 173), a gala, wall-to-wall attended event 
was underway.  

Following a stirring concert by the famed 
Post 2093 Community Band, led by Wilbur “Smitty” 
Smith, posting of the colors, invocation, and 
introductions by Chapter 173 Commander Charles 
“Chuck” Travers, the program got underway.  Nancy 
and Ed Riordan, of  Honor Flight Central Florida, 
part of a national network that includes Central 
Florida and seven other hubs in Florida, spoke about 
the program of flying WWII and Korean veterans in a 
one-day trip to visit their special memorials in the 
Nation’s Capital.  

They were followed by the main speaker, 
Member Ron York, whose remarks were shortened at 
the 63rd Anniversary of the Korean War event at 
Casselberry Veterans in June. Here, he was able to 
complete his abbreviated remarks. Ron had also 
completed an Honor Flight tour last year and spoke 
highly of it in a past issue of MC. 

Also in attendance were members of the 
Korean Senior Community that included Korean War 
veterans. The Koreans brought along their special 
dishes that everyone enjoyed. 

*** 
 

Honor Flights offer 
exciting day for veterans 
Ask Ron York about the Honor Flights mentioned in 
the above story. As mentioned, he had taken one back 
in the fall of 2012 and spoke extremely high of the 
adventurous, one-day excursion to the Nation’s 
Capital.  
 Those who attended the 60th Anniversary 
event on July 27 heard the Riordans describe the 
program for you. 
 Chapter Member Cathy Haynes, supporter 
of numerous military and veterans organizations in 
Central Florida, provided even more information 
about the program in a recent e-mail message. 
 Basically, she reiterated what the Riordans 
said, but added to the families of veterans a special 
note that “if your loved veteran is WWII or Korean 
War era, or is terminally ill, consider sending him/her 
on an Honor Flight. Instead of some object given as a 
birthday or holiday present that may sit and get dusty, 
you might consider an Honor Flight for your veteran. 
It may allow the veteran to say “Thank you,” and put 
possible ghosts to rest.  

She also sent a message to churches that if 
you have senior veterans you might consider special 
collections to sponsor a trip. Businesses: please 
consider tax deductible donations to sponsor a trip(s) 
when you make your yearly budget. Honor Flight – a 

way of paying a small tribute to those who gave so 
much – a memorable, safe and rewarding TOUR of 
HONOR.” 
 There is a flight scheduled for Oct. 19; 
however it may be filled. Nevertheless, you should 
call Honor Flight Central Florida at 407-203-7010 for 
information about the next available excursion. 

*** 

PARADE REST? The above photo was taken by an 
unknown photographer of the Ch. 188 Honor 
Guard of Groveland and sent to Charlie First of 
173’s Honor Guard for his “edification.” Note that 
they are wearing the billed cap, rather than the 
overseas cap which 173 uses. Hmmm! Seems like 
there is something else funny here. Turn to page 4  
if you haven’t caught it yet. 

*** 

REFLECTIONS	  
By	  Elmer	  Mayes	  

	  
 
Someone once said, "The good you do today will be 
forgotten tomorrow. Do well anyway." That is a great 
reminder. In the Bible, in the book of Acts, Luke 
summarized Jesus' earthly ministry by saying He, 
"went about doing good" (10:38).. 

What does the Bible mean when it tells us to 
"do good"? Jesus did good by teaching, healing, 
feeding, and comforting people. Using Jesus as the 
perfect example, we are called to meet the needs of 
others, including those who hate you: "Love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those 
who hate you" (Matthew 5:44; also Luke 6:27-35). 
We are to serve our enemies without expecting 
anything in return.      Cont…                                 
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To be like Jesus and His early followers, we 
should ask ourselves each day: "What good thing can 
I do in Jesus' name?" When we do good, we will be 
offering a sacrifice that pleases God (Hebrews 
13:16) and that draws people to Him (Matthew 5:16). 
 - Elmer Mayes - Chaplain, KWVA 173 
Serving Jesus Because He DIED for US! 

*** 

Gold Star Mothers 
and Families Day set 
for September 24 
Last year President Obama issued a proclamation 
declaring the last Sunday in September as National 
Gold Star Mothers and Families Day to honor the 
families of fallen service members. This year the 
celebration in Florida will take place in Tallahassee 
on Tuesday, September 24 rather than the 29th. 
 The event will be held at the capitol 
beginning at 9 a.m.  Since it is an early morning 
event, participants may wish to come the previous 
day and spend the night in the Florida capital. 
Anyone interested and would like to stay overnight 
before the event, the Candlewood Suites at 2815 
Lakeshore Drive, offers reasonable rates. You may 
contact them for reservations at 877-226-3539. 

Historically, the Congress, by Senate Joint 
Resolution 115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 1985 as 
amended), had designated the last Sunday in 
September as "Gold Star Mother's Day. 

*** 
Color Guard to undergo training 
Chapter 173’s Color and Honor Guard, which has 
been performing services at various venues, will 
undertake further training at VFW Post 2093 on 
Saturday, September 17. Anyone interested in 
serving in the unit, should attend the session. 
 Present members include Charlie First, John 
Stelling, Cathy Alesandri, John Randall, and Woody 
Hines.  Providing the training at Post 2093 will be 
Jim Wyman and Harry Wright. 
 For further information, you may wish to 
contact Charlie or John Stelling. 

*** 
Sees common thread between WWII and Korea 

Retired Army colonel still 
working on behalf 
of Korean War Memorial 
Retired Army Colonel William E. Weber, chairman 
of the Korean War Veterans Memorial National 
Foundation, who served in World War II as well as 

Korea, and one of the original members of the 
Memorial’s Advisory Council, sees a common thread 
between the two wars. And he should know. He 
served in both and was seriously wounded in Korea   

Appointed by President Ronald Reagan to 
the board in 1987, he was quoted several days before 
the July 27 event in Washington by writer Donna 
Miles of the American Forces Press Service, “I like 
to remind people that World War II saved the world 
for democracy. Korea saved it from communism,” he 
said.        

“That is where we drew a line in the sand as 
a free world,” he continued, “and indicated that we 
would not allow armed aggression to conquer a free 
people. And since that time, it never has. The world 
took a stance and it worked.” Yet like many of his 
Korean War comrades, he remains perplexed that it 
will remain known as “the Forgotten War.”  
 To erect Wall of Remembrance 

Primary goal of the Foundation is the 
erection of the Wall of Remembrance to list those 
Americans killed in action, wounded and missing. It 
would also include members of the Korean 
Augmentation to the U.S. Army (KATUSA), the 
ROK armed forces and other nations that served 
under the UN banner. 

 
 
 In 2011, Rep. Ralph M. Hall of Texas, a 
WWII veteran, introduced HR 2563 to the 112th 
Congress.  Now identified as HR 318 under the 113th 
Congress, the bill currently has 40 supporting 
Congressional sponsors. A great deal more are 
needed to pass the bill.  
 This is where you veterans come in. Contact 
your representatives and urge them to support this 
legislation. Identify it and be prepared to explain 
what it is. Do it by phone, e-mail, or letter but do it. 
For more information, go to the website, 
koreanwarvetsmemorial.org.  

*** 
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65th Borinqueneers pursue 
Award of Congressional  
Gold Medal 
The Tuskegee Airmen have it; the Montford Point 
Marine Association have it (this was the first 
African-Americans to serve in the U.S. Marines; the 
Navajo Code Talkers have it; and the Nisei soldiers 
of WWII have it. So the Borinqueneers, the Puerto 
Rican 65th Infantry is asking: “Why not us?” 
 The Congressional Gold Medal is the 
highest civilian award the nation can bestow on an 
individual or organization. To achieve this goal, the 
Borinqueneers, formed the Borinqueneers 
Congressional Gold Medal Alliance, chaired and 
spearheaded by Frank Medina, a 2002 graduate of 
West Point, and former Army captain who served in 
Iraq.  
 

 
 
 In April 2013 the Alliance was able to have 
a bill introduced in Congress, H.R. 1726 and in June 
in the Senate as S. 1174. As with the Wall of 
Remembrance bill, it will require a number of co-
sponsors. So when you contact your representative 
about H.R. 318, you can add the Alliance’s House 
bill in your request as well. 
 Frank Medina, in a background narrative 
released recently, said: 
 “…the initiate to pursue the Congressional 
Gold Medal for the 65th Inf. Regt. is a Call to Action 
to preserve and perpetuate the fine and rich tradition 
of a valiant Army unit that fought in combat with 
honor and bravery. A Congressional Gold Medal is 
appropriately fitting and well-deserving for the 65th 
Inf. and will seal a mark of excellence over the final 
tarnished chapters of the 65th Inf. Regt.” 
 The board, at its Sept. 3 meeting, voted to 
endorse the project and has sent a letter advising such 
to the Alliance.  

 

JROTC student 
receives scholarship award 

Chapter members John Stelling and Charlie First 
were on hand in June to present the Chapter 
JROTC College Scholarship award to Danielle 
Acosta of Winter Park H.S. JROTC. 

*** 

Didja’ catch the error? 

 

Catch the error now! Rifles were on the wrong side. 
According to Charlie, he thinks the picture was 
accidentally flopped and sent to him or got reversed 
in the transmission.  
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More on the 60th 
Anniversary… 
The DOD 60th Anniversary Committee will cease to 
exist this month. 
 What it has accomplished since it first 
announced the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War in 
Year 2000, is remarkable and and greatly appreciated 
by Korean War veterans. It has brought the Korean 
War and many of us “out of the closet” and for past  
13 years attempted to expell the”forgotten war” 
image.  

Commening on this issue, KWVA President 
Larry Kinard, wrote in the current edition of The 
Graybeards referring to the July 25 event  that “I am 
sure many of you feel as I do that this truly may be 
one of our last big opportunities to be recognized for 
wht we did.”  

“It will be up to us,” he writes, “to continue 
the momentum and recognition they (the 60th 
Anniversary Committee) generated during this time.” 

*** 
SARASOTA, Florida (AP) - A Sarasota man 
who spent 11 months in captivity in North Korea 
wants to bring his Navy ship back to the U.S. from 
behind enemy lines.          

Richard Rogala served aboard the USS 
Pueblo when it was captured in 1968. He was 
released, but the Pueblo wasn't - it's still in North 
Korea. 
 

 
File photo of the USS Pueblo 
 
Rogala is part of a group of Pueblo veterans 

who want the ship to come home.    The Pueblo is 
still listed as a commissioned U.S. Navy vessel, the 
only one held by foreign nation.  

The ship was expected to be unveiled by the 
North Koreans to commemorate what they call 
"Victory Day," the 60th anniversary of the signing of 
the armistice that ended hostilities in the Korean War. 

 

Everyone knows that July 27 is recognized as 
the ceasefire of hostilities in Korea, and for many 
who refer to it as the end of the Korean War. 
 An interesting letter in the current issue of 
The Graybeards, the writer, who served on the DMZ 
from 1981- 82, states that if you received the Korean 
War Service Medal then you are a Korean War 
veteran.  
 Nothing new about that except that he also 
stated that the Korean War did not end on July 27, 
1953; it ended on July 27, 1954. He refers to talking 
to a Korean War veteran at a KWVA convention who 
made the point that the U.S. Government cited July 
27, 1954 as “the official end of the Korean War.”  
 The reference cited was Army Regulations 
600-8-22, dated Dec. 11, 2006; Sec. of Navy 
Instruction dated Aug. 22, 2006; and DoD Manual of 
Awards 1348.33, dated Nov. 32, 2010, it is stated that 
the official end of eligibility for the Korean War 
Service Medal is July 27, 1954. For service after that 
date, personnel serving in Korea became eligible for 
the Korean Defense Service Medal (KDSM). 
 The 1954 date might be construed as the end 
of the was since it was the end of eligibility for the 
KSM, but despite that the war has never reached a 
settlement between the parties. In addition to that, 
hostilities continued along the DMZ for years after 
the ceasefire and still today tensions are sensitive 
along that UN/Communist barrier. Interesting. 

*** 

New chapter patch 
available 

 
 
Vice-Commander Joe Guglich has come up with a 
new patch for chapter members.  
 Designed by Joe, the chapter patch will be 
available for sale at the September membership 
meeting on June 19. It will sell for $5.00 each. 
 The patch can be worn on your cap or 
perhaps on the breast pocket of your shirt. It 
measures 1-3/4” by 2”. 

NEXT CHAP. MEETING-THURS. SEPT. 
19TH POST 2 



	  
 NAT NATCARATO, E.A. 

Nacarato-Associates@att.net 
BALDWIN PARK 

429 Enders Street  Suite #103 
Phone 407 893-5743 
FAX 407 893-5752  

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
IN MEMORY OF 13 CHAPLAINS KILLED 
IN ACTION(KIA) OR DIED IN NORTH 
KOREA PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS 

Tom Campbell (6/2014) 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
10% DISCOUNT FROM 

 

or 10% from: 
 

 
 

QUARTERMASTEER NEWS 
 

We have some new items for you to look 
over! We made purchases at the DOF 

Convention and AVETS for KWVA items 
including BRASS! 

 
We try to setup Ted Trousdale at a table 

near the Lockers in the rear of the meeting 
room. All of you new members look our 
inventory over and get your shirts ready 

for the Memorial Day Parade, Program and 
60th Anniversary Event! 

 

Directors	  &	  Officers	  
Commander	  

Charles	  “Chuck”	  Travers	  
407	  252	  7447	  

gunship442@aol.com	  
1st	  Vice	  Commander	  &	  

Membership/Webmaster	  
Joe	  Guglich	  	  
321	  253	  9347	  

vierasilverfox@gmail.com	  
2nd	  Vice	  Commander	  
Timothy	  “Tim”	  McKenna	  

321	  945-‐1389	  
Treasurer	  

Robert	  “Bob”	  Johnson	  
407	  695	  2648	  

rodojohn5@centurylink.net	  **	  
Secretary/Morning	  Calm	  Editor	  

Bill	  Russell	  
407	  260-‐1540	  

billrider29@embarqmail.com	  
Chaplain	  

Tom	  Cullerton	  
cullerton@cfl.rr.com	  
Quartermaster	  
Ted	  Trousdale	  
321	  266	  8501	  

tedrous@gmail.com	  
Historian	  
Gil	  Harris	  

407	  296	  7447	  
1cav13sig@gmail.com	  

Sgt.-‐At-‐Arms	  
Nancy	  Travers	  
407	  252	  7447	  
Directors	  

Grady	  &	  Jin	  Reichard	  
Marian	  Roberts	  
Judge	  Advocate	  
Charlie	  First	  

CFirst15@att.net	  
407	  429	  5539	  
Finance	  Officer	  
Roy	  Dempsey	  
407	  919	  8540	  

roydempsey@ymail.com	  
Color	  Guard	  &	  Fund	  Raising	  

John	  Randall	  
407	  650	  3806	  



MSGT GILBERT M. BERG “DEDICATED TO 
RANGERS, PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE (EXP 12/2013) 

 
VICK HAAS USAF (RETIRED) 20TH AIR FORCE 

(EXP 1/2015) 
 

ROBERT D JOHNSON, E CO., 5TH Cavalry 
Regiment,1ST Cavalry Division, DEC 52-53 
33RD INFANTRY Regimental Combat Team 

& JWTC March 1954 – Jan 1958 
HQ 21st Direct support Group Camp Red Cloud, Korea 

Jan – Dec 1969 (Exp. 4-14) 
 

TED TROUSDALE YN1, US NAVY (’51-’56) Sub 
Squadron 5 & Amphibious Forces U S Pac.; C N O 
Ofc., the Pentagon; JUSMAG, Thailand (Exp. 3/2014) 

 
Central Property Management 

Independently Owned and Operated by: 
Marilyn C. Campbell 

President/Broker 
860 North State Road 434 #1009 
Altamonte springs FL 32714-7066 

Finder’s FEE goes to KWVA Chapter 173 Office: 
407 862-2250 ext. 2520.  

Let me list for you and my Finding  
Fee goes to KWVA Ch. 173 

 
VFW POST 2093 

“The Action Post on the Lake” 
Suzy Spivey, Marketing Director 

4444 Edgewater Drive, Orlando FL 32804-1216 
407 296-2502 or 407 399-3960 Cell 

Banquet Facilities, Outdoor Pavilion, Lakeside BBQ 
Pit, Picnic Area and Lake Dock 

 
BILL KING, JR. COMBAT MEDIC 

2ND BN 19TH REGT. 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
KOREA – JULY 26-MARCH 20, 1951 

"Bea B King, Corporal, WAC, 1951 - 1956" 
 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
Department of Florida 

2015 SW 75th St., Gainesville FL 32607 
 

Transportation Coordinator Orlando VA Health Care  
5201 Raymond Ave Orlando FL 32803 

Phone: 407 629-1599 EXT: 1968 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

R. D. “JACK “ MILLER, 187 Airborne Regimental 
Combat Team Korea, 5th Special Forces Group 

Vietnam  (Exp. 11/2013) 

In Memory of 1LT Robert McGovern, Medal of 
Honor –KIA Jan 20, 1951 –In Honor of A Co 5th 
CAV Regiment – 1st CAV Division – Presidential 

Unit Citation 1/30/1951 (Exp. 6/2014) 
 

Bill Russell “Korean War Historian” 
(Exp. 12/2013) 

 

IN MEMORY OF PFC LOUIS TAYLOR 
ELLIOTT, US ARMY KIA Korean War 

 
 

Korean War, Korean Era and Korean Service 
Veterans Eligibility 

 

 
 

Visit our Home Page: 
http://kwvachapter173.org/	  
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OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS FOR: MID FLORIDA KOREAN WAR VETERANS is: 
CHAPTER #173 Charles R Travers, Commander, P O Box 32716-0505 phone 

number 407 252-7447 gunship442@aol.com or CRTravers @ yahoo.com 
OUR NEXT EVENT WILL BE HELD THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 19th 

 2013 at 11A.M. at VFW POST 2093, 4444 Edgewater Drive, Orlando FL and 
Remember your Annual Dues. 

 

Bring a Fellow Non-Member, Korean War Veteran, Korean Era Veteran or Korean 
Service Veteran (After Jan. 31st 1955). 

Please be there and support your chapter! Thank You! 


