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Including visit by the ole' guy himself 

Christmas Party 

was gala affair 


also responsible for putting on the Christmas Party. 
Kudos to them . 

Live conversation was in evidence among 
the members and guests, and it was a pleasure to 
welcome back Bob McNatt and his caregiver. It was 
also an opportunity to swap stories and catch up with 
everyone's recent activities . 

Chaplain Tom Cullerton provided a musical 
prayer that included the traditional tune, "Jingle 
Bells" and then came lunch and all talking ceased 
whil~ we enjoyed the delicious items provided by the 
2093 chefs, followed by nice sugary dessert. 

The entertainment committee came through 
with a number of gifts and then ole' Santa surprised 
everyone when he made an "unannounced" visit, 
booming greetings and dropping off gifts to everyone 
who had been good for the year. Hmm! seems like 
everyone got a gift from Santa, meaning that we must 
have all been good during the year. 

Would it be presumptuous to say that "a 
good time was had by all?" 

So, thanks to all who made the event so 
successful and fun and Happy New Year Korean vets 
and family . -Bill Russell 

San ord Wilsoll 

Early Member Dies 
One of the early members of Chapter 173, 

Sanford Wilson, died last month at his home in 
Montgomery, Texas He was 86. 

Sanford and wife lived in Christmas, 
Florida, until 2003 when they moved back to Texas. 
A lifetime member of the KWVA and Chapter 173, 
he retired from the Army as a major. He had served 
in the Navy during World War II, but later entered 
the Army and served in Korea. 

** * 
By- Laws approved: 


Officer nominations confirmed 

Before festivities got underway, the chapter's new 
by -laws were approved and several officers were 
confirmed by vote by the secretary. They are Charlie 
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Santa makes his annual appearance at the 
Christmas Party, hantLing out gifts and "110 ho's." 
That's Janine Posada, who apparently aLrelldy 
received her gift 

Well, if you weren't there, and we're sorry you 
couldn't make it, but the Ch. 173 Annual Christmas 
Party was truly a gala get-together. 

Lunch was a little late but WOW! When it 
was served it was a WINNER. The chefs at 2093 did 
themselves a winner with the variety of entrees they 
offered featuring a delicious dish called "Hunter's 
Chicken." Korean War caps off and a salute to the 
chefs for their efforts 

During the wait for the sumptuous luncheon, 
we did a little necessary business, described later in 
the brief minutes, but we had a wonderful musical 
accompaniment provided by Jimmy Dee , whose 
mother was in attendance and whose music enticed 
several couples to the dance floor. 

While waiting, everyone had the opportunity 
to view the toys that the entertainment committee, 
Cathy Alessandri and Tim McKenna, purchased for 
the Marines "Toys for Tots" Program. The two were 



First, John Randall, Ted Trousdale, Maxine Parker, 
Bill Shibler, Nancy Travers, Ed Posada, and Tim 
McKenna. See minutes below for further 
information. 

Minutes of Dec. 15 

FOR THE RECORD 
Officially, the date ofthe Christmas Party, December 
15, was also the date of our official monthly chapter 
meeting. 

For the record, some business had to be 
conducted, namely the approval of by-laws for the 
year and also jor the appointment of the following 
officers as named below: 

Charlie First, Judge Advocate 
John Randall. Fund Raising 
Ted Trousdale, Quartermaster 
A1axine Parker, Membership 
Bill Shibler, Honor/Color Guard 
Nancy Travers, VAVS 
Ed Posada, By-LawslLegislative 
Tim McKenna. Entertainment 

Swearing in of officers will be conducted at the 
January meeting. 

*** 

Chuck Travers 

Commander 
Speaks 
HA PPY NEW YEAR, EVERYONE! 
Nancy and I hope that everyone had a very wonderful 
Christmas and our Best Wishes for a Happy New 
Year. Our Christmas Party was a huge success and it 
was great to see everyone there. Santa said he was 
happy to able to make another appearance and he 
hopes that everyone enjoyed his visit. 

As your commander I'm looking forward to 
a very successful year, with our normal fund-raising 
activities continuing. We're also happy to announce 
that we are taking on the Wounded Warrior Project as 
one of our charitable programs, and I believe it 
couldn't be a more worthwhile endeavor. 

I am very pleased and I know you are also to 
welcome former president Ed Posada back into the 
fold and who has agreed to serve as our 1,t Vi.ce 
Commander, replacing Cathy Alessandri . She is 
stepping down as 1, t Vice for family reasons but will 
still remain a staunch supporter and member. 

Thanks also to our new slate of officers, 
who will be sworn in at our January meeting on the 
19th 

. You want to be sure and be there for that 
occasion . 

It will be my honor to serve you as your 
commander for another year. However, it would be 
great if some of our members could step up and serve 
in some of these positions which have been occupied 
by the present staff for several years. 

So, until the 19th
, I remain 

Yours in comradeship 

*** 
Veterans corcJial/yjnvited 

Korean New Year's 
celebration set for 
January 21 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, Jan. 2 I to help 
celebrate the Korean New Year. 

The special celebration will be held at the 
Maitland Civic Center at 64] South Maitland Avenue 
in Maitland, located very near Antonio's Restaurant. 

Sponsored by the Korean-American 
Association, it's scheduled to begin around 5:30 p.m. 

*** 
Eighth Army: Winter of 1952 

If you were in Korea during the winter of 
1952 and particularly on the bunker line, you'll 
appreciate an article appearing in the current issue of 
The Graybeards. 

The article is reprinted from Time Magazine 
by then Senior Editor John Osborne. He describes 
very succinctly the conditions and situations during 
that cold winter. 

2 




He recounted how on every infantry probe, 
fire mission, or air strike, the resulting report given to 
headquarters was always "Results Unknown." 

Osborne also described how there was no 
all-American army in Korea. Once, a general who 
was watching an infantry squad in a training exercise 
afterwards delivered a little speech commenting on 
the splendid American faces he saw before him. 

The general noted that a junior officer was 
about "to bust with suppressed laughter," and with 
some irritation, asked him why? The junior officer 
replied that only four of the 14 men could understand 
what the general had said. 

The splendid American faces were variously 
from the continental U.S ., Puerto Rico, Guam, and 
Korea, Osborne wrote. 

*** 

Chap-lain's Reflections 
2-0-1-2.. .There I said it, and will be saying it many 
more times before it comes easily . We have been 
given a New Year to celebrate the earthly life and 
love given us by God our Creator. It is also January 
time for meaningful resolutions. One pundit says an 
optimist stayed up till midnight to see the New Year 
in - but the pessimist stayed up to be sure the old year 
left. 

One resolution that will payoff for everyone 
is this: If you receive the monthly Morning Calm, 
return the favor by coming to our monthly 
meetings. Our chapter needs you as an active 
member. The Christmas party was a great 
time for all who came. Santa apparently whispered 
in our commander's ear to keep the meeting short 
with elections only. Then Post 2093's Carl Buhle 
performed kitchen artistry to give us an extraordinary 
meal. Special was the camaraderie and prizes. Then 
two days later we helped out the Caretakers ME 
(Motorcycle Enthusiasts), who had helped us at oLlr 
Casselberry poker run, as they staged a Christmas 
party for the patients at the Orlando VA center. Cathy 
and Nancy gave special help to wheeling and serving 
the meals. Bob Johnson had to back off from the 
event due to a leg infection, and now needs our 
friendship and prayers. 

All of us must realize we each need the 
support of each other's prayers. 
Throughout 2012, let's live our Lives showing we 
believe Roman's 8:28: "All things work together for 
good to those who love God, to those that are called 
according to His purpose." Wishing everyone a 
happy and blessed New Year. 

Tom Cullerton+Chapiain 173 

*"'* 

The MORNING CALM 
Published monthly by Ch. 173 Mid-.FI KWVA 


Editor: Bill Russell 

Production: Bob Johnson 


Wounded Warrior Project 
gets chapter support 

Your chapter is now a continuing supporter of the 
Wounded Warrior Project. 

"rOUNDED WARlllOR 
PBOJEC'I' 

Following a large donation recently and a 
thank you from the Project and enrolling the chapter 
in the program, the chapter will set aside at each 
general membership meeting one half of the 
SO/SO/donation and send it to the WWP on a regular 
basis. 

Legislative Update 
and other pertinent info 
regarding vets 
Military Surviving Spouses Equity Act, also known 
as H.R. 187. This legislation, introduced last year is 
designed to repeal the requirement for reducing 
survivor annuities under the Surviving Benefit plan 
for military surviving spouses to offset the receipt of 
veterans' dependency and indemnity compensation. 

Basically it restores eligibility for previously 
eligible spouses who may have elected to transfer 
payment to a surviving child or children whose 
annuity may be terminated due to loss of dependent 
status or death. 

The bill has been referred to the House 
Committee on Military Personnel where it now sits. 
Contact your representative for further information 
and support of the bill if it applies to you. 

Also if you're a Vietnam veteran and was 
exposed to Agent Orange, there is a Senate bill 
(1629-Ageot Orange Equity Act of 2011) and a 
House bill (3612-Blue Water Navy Vietnam 
Veterans Act of 2011) that also covers military 
personnel who served in Thailand, Cambodia, Laos 
and the China Sea., but have been exempt from 
payment even though they were contaminated just 
like their "boots on the ground" brothers in Vietnam 
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Again, check with your Congressional 
representatives for more information on these bills 
and ask them to support these bills. 

*** 
Increased Social Security 
benefits available/or Vets 
If you served on active duty between January 1957 to 
December 2001 you may be eligible for a possible 
increase in your Social Security benefits. 

An increase of up to $1200 per year of 
earnings credited at time of application for the 
benetits can make a substantial difference In your 
social security monthly payments. 

To obtain this benefit, you must bring your 
DD 214 to the Social Security office near you and 
ask for this benefit. 

This benefit is not for retirees only but for 
anyone who served during the period mentioned 
above. 

If you have access to the internet, you can 
check out the website at 
htt ://www.ssa.gov/retire2imilit htm. 

*** 
At the Chosln ReservOir 

The Army was there also!! 
(Note: Last issue I ran a story about the milestones in 
American military history that occurred in the month of 
December. The battle at the Chosin Reservoir was one of 
them. In my sto/y, I failed to mention that the Army was 
there also. Well, Chapter Historian Gil Harris set me 
straight with the follOWing comment. - Ed.) 

... "One thing I noticed with our editor, and most 
editors when discussing the Chosen Reservoir is that 
there was only one unit there - - the first Marine 
division. 

There was also an Army division, the 71h 

Infantry Division, also known as the hourglass 
division. Their 32nd Regiment, commanded by Lt. 
Col. Don Faith, probably lost more men in that battle 
than any other unit. 

One of my best friends was captured there 
and remained a prisoner for 32 months." 

-Gil Harris - Historian Chapter 173 
(Further note: The US 3rd Infantry Division also played a 
huge role at the Chasin battle, espeCially the Division's 
unheralded Task Force Dog, and the 92nd AFA which held 
a roadblock with their self-propelled 155s as the Marines 
withdrew sOlllh-Ed.) 

*** 
Dues are due! 
Just a reminder, members, but chapter dues are due 
this month. 

Annual chapter dues are $10 and are due this 
month for 2012. Also, when you receive your 
KWVA's renewal card, send or give Bob Johnson the 
card and check for $25 made out to Chapter 173 Mid
FI. 

*** 
Three-year observance 2010-2013 

tJe/J.."t_ellt ~I tJelell,e 6f1' 

?fll.t~e",.", ~I e~e ~~"e.1I ~." 
e~__e_~".et~. 

The Department of Defense 60th Anniversary of the 
Korean War Commemoration Committee, authorized 
in the 2011 Defense Authorization Bill, is dedicated 
to thanking and honoring all the Veterans of the 
Korean War, their families and especially those who 
lost loved ones in that war. During the next three 
years, the Committee will honor the service and 
sacrifice of Korean War Veterans, commemorate the 
key events of the war, and educate Americans of all 
ages about the historical significance of the Korean 
War. (From kwva.org) 

In brief.. .the board at its Jan . 5 
meeting announced the commission of a Special 
Scholarship Fund, in honor of Vic Haas, one of our 
most generous and supportive members .. . the 
chapter's color/honor guard, headed by Bill 
Shibler, is getting well equipped for performing at 
ceremonies, including rifles, helmet liners (to be 
painted UN blue), patches, and other items necessary 
for a well-attired guard ... Bill reports that it could use 
a few more volunteers, so if interested, get in touch 
with Bill ... "Running on Empty", a poem by Robert 
Echelbarger on p. 65 of the current The Graybeards, 
is worth the read - very heart rendering and 
emotional. .. a reminder that if you have any 
questions about your vets benefits, or anything 
relating to your service, contact Charlie First (number 
or e-mail address on page 6, or Mike Dixon, Orange 
County Veterans Service officer at 407836-8990 ... in 
a recent issue ofArmy Times a certain advertiser 
carries a picture of the first American to enter 
Germany one day after the Armistice in World War 1. 
He was riding a motorcycle. The ad was by Harley. 
As a former Indian rider, I wondered where the 
Scouts were .... Martin Russ, 79, author of one of the 
first few books on the Korean War, The Last Parallel 
died in December 2010. A "gung ho" Marine, as he 
called himself, his book chronicled the last few 
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months of the war and described life on the M.L.R. 
!-fis book rose to No.8 on the New York Times Best 
Seller List when it was published in 1953 . He went 
on to write several other books .. . one wonders what 
kind of path the new leader of North Korea, young 
Kim long-un will follow as he replaces his "dear 
leader" father, who died in December. 

The Soldier 
It's the Soldier, not the reporter 

Who has given us the freedom of the 
press. 

It's the Soldier, not the poe~ 
Who has given us the freedom of speech. 

It's the Soldier, not the politicians 
That ensures our right to Life, Liberty and 

the Pursuit of Happiness. 
It's the Soldier who salutes the flag, 

Who serves beneath the flag, 
And whose coffln is draped by the flag. 
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Inspiring Words and Pictures 

CHAPTER MEMBER TED 

TROUSDALE PROVIDEO THESE 


PICTURES AND REQUESTED NOT 

TO DELETE THEM BUT TO PASSS 


THEM ON. 

HE MEANT VIA THE INTERNET, BUT 


I THOUGHT IT \VOULD BE 

APPROPRIATE TO PASS THEM 


ALONG TO OUR MEMBERS. 


"RegretS" 

"No, Mr. President, none that I can 


think of." 




l.I.d....... Ao, Con n(,l ~ 1 SIr",,, I 1 
''We ....Ic. HoI c.rs COOr 

10 % DISCOUNT WITH CLIPPED AD - BUSINESS CARD 
FROM NEWSLETTER - OLYMPIC OR GOLD MEDAL AUTO 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bob Howell 1175 W. State Rood 436 
407.782.9064 Altamonte Spring s, FL 32714 

NAT NACCARATO, E. A. 
Nacarato-Associates@att.net 

Accounting and Tax Offices 
MIAMI BALDWIN PARK 
10711 SW 104TH ST 4229 Enders St 
2nd Floor Suite # 103 
305598-2276 Phones 407893-5753 
305598-5779 FAX 407893-5752 

+++++++++++++ 

IN MEMORY OF 13 CHAPLAINS KILLED IN ACTION 

(KIA) OR DIED IN NORTH KOREAN PRISIONER OF 


WAR CAMPS 


Tom Campbell, 6/2012 

Directors & Officers 

Commander 


Charles "Chuck" Travers 

407252-7447 


gyJlshlp442@ao.1c.:om 

1st Vice Commander 


Ed Posada 

eposada@cfl.rr.com 


407737-4605 

2nd Vice Commander 


Timothy "Tim" McKenna 

Timoth)'..J.McKenna@US.Army.Mil 


Secretary & Newsletter Ed. 

Bill Russell 


407260-1540 

lllllrider29@embarqmai1.com 


Treasurer 

Robert "Bob" Johnson 


407 695-2648 

rodoJ hn5@earthHnknet 


Chaplain 

Tom Cullerton 

407332-1931 


~ullerton@cfl.rr.com 

Quart tel! 
Ted Trousdale 
321-266-8501 

tedtrous@gm~i~_com 

Historian 

Gil Harris 


407296-2413 

mgbarrisl@juno.col11 


Sgt.-At -Arms 

Nancy Travers 

407 252-7447 


Dtrector..s. 

Grady & Jin Reichard 


Marian Roberts 

Ted Trousdale 


Judge Advocate & 

Benefits Service Officer 


Charlie First 

cfirst@cfl.n.cQI 

407429-5539 
John Randall 

Maxine Parker 
Bill Shibler 
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--~~-------------------------------------------------------

OFFICIAL MAIUNG ADDRESS FOR: MID FLORIDA KOREAN WAR VETERANS is: CHAPTER # 173, Charles 
"Chuck" Travers, Commander, PO Box 160505, Altamonte Springs FL 32716-0505, Phone 407 252-7447 (home) 

gunship442@aol.com or CRTravers@yahoo.com 

OUR NEXT EVENT WILL BE HELD THURSDAY JANUARY 19th 2012 = 11AM AT VFW 2093, 4444 EDGEWATER 

DRIVE, ORLANDO AND REMEMBER YOUR ANNUAL DUES 


Bring a Fellow Non-member, Korean War Veteran, or anyone else you choose. Please be there and support your 
chapterl 

MSGT Gilbert M. Berg ® Dedicated to Rangers, Past, 

Present and Future (Exp 12/2012) 

Vic Haas, USAF (Retired) 20th Air Force (Exp 1/12) 

Ronald T York, Tank Co., 5th Regimental Combat Team, 

Punchbowl, Korea, April '52 - Jan '53 (Expires 12/11) 

===================================== 
Robert D Johnson, E Co. 5th Cavalry Regiment, 1't Cavalry 

Division, DEC 2, 1952  DEC 15 1953 

33rd Infantry Regimental Combat Team & JWTC Panama 

Mar 20,1954 -Jan 311958 

HQ 21't Direct Support Group Camp Red Cloud, Korea 

January 69 - December 1969 (Expires 04-12) 

Thomas Horas, Co. C - 8th Combat Engineers Battalion 

Korea 1950 (Expires 11/1/2011 

1/2011)+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

TED TROUSDALE US Navy Submariners (Expires 3/2012) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Central Property Management 
Independently Owned and Operated 

Marilyn C. Campbell 
President / Broker 

860 North State Road 434 #1009 

Altamonte Springs FL 32714-7066 

Office: (407) 862-2250 ext 2520 

Let me list for you and my FInder's FEE goes to KWVA 

Chapter 173 

VFW POST 2093 
'The Action Post on the Lake" 

Suzy Spivey, Marketing Director 
4444 Edgewater Drive, Orlando FL 32804-1216 

407 296-2502 or 407 399-3960 Cell 
Banquet Facilities, outdoor Pavilion, Lakeside BBQ Pit 

and Picnic area available 
== ==============:==================::===:============ 

Bill King Sr COMBAT MEDIC 

2ND BN 19TH REGT 24TH INF DIV KOREA 

JULY 261950 : MARCH 20, 1951 

Bill Russell "Korean War Historian" (Exp 12/2011) 

R. D. "Jack" Miller, 187th Airborne Regimental Combat 


Team Korea, 5th Special Forces Group Vietnam, 


11th Airborne Division, 82nd Airborne Division Association) 

(Exp 11/2011) 

Department of Florida 2015 SW 75th St., Gainesville FL 

32607 E<p /l2Q/2 

Transportation Coordinator Orlando VA Health Care Center 

5201 Raymond St., Orlando FL 32803 


Phone: (407) 629-1599 Ext: 1968 


Korean War, Korean Era and Korean Service Veterans 
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----

Charles R Travers, 
President KWVA Ch 173 

POBOX 160505 

Altamonte Springs FL 
32716-0505 

T J THEIL CHAPTER 169 CH 173 DUES COMP 
19147 PARK PL BLVD 
EUSTIS FL 32726-7262 

======================================================================================~= 

AD & Business Card Renewals CHAPTER BOOSTERS (Sponsors in two lines below and you are automatically mailed 
monthly). $ 10 for two lines, $15 for 3 lines, etc. / Business Cards $40/ Members $25 

AMT ENCLOSED: $ ___ 

CHAPTER KWVA COIN It __ @ $10 EACH 

(Pick up at meting) ((or BY MAIL Add $2.50 for one / $3.00 for 2)) etc. AMT ENCLOSED: $ ____ 


Annual Dues $10 for Regular Members and $10 for Associate Members AMT ENCLOSED: $ ____ 

NATIONAL Annual Dues $25 for Regular Members and $16 for Associate Members AMT ENCLOSED: $ 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ ____ 

Signature , ___________________ Date: ___________ 2011 

Make Check Payable to M ID FIA CH 113 KWVA INC. and mail to: 

Robert D Johnson, Treasurer, 504 Dew Drop Cove, Casselberry FL 32707-4804 



