
A BLESSING 

EFORE THE 


RU 
Chapter 173 Chaplain Tom 
CuUerton, seen right amidst 
all the participants in the 
September 24 Poker Run 
from Casselberry Veterans 
Clu b, blesses the bikes, 
riders and all at the jump off 
of the big charity event. 
Read Tom's "Reflections" 00 

page 2 .... 

Poker Run 
huge success 

Hard work and dedication to a cause 
proved to be the keys to the successful conclusion 
oflast month's charity-raising event Poker Run. 

According to Treasurer Bob Johnson, total 
net gain amounted to over $3,700, much of which 
will be distributed to various charities the chapter 
supports including K.I.S.S . (Kids in Support of 
Soldiers), Boys Town of Central Florida, and 
several JR ROTC scholarships in the area. 

Johnson said many people were involved 
in the event and paid a special tribute to the 
Caretakers M.E (Motorcycle Club), Boys Town of 
Central Florida and the Casselberry Veterans Club 
that made it all possible . 

He also praised the Junior ROTC Cadets 
from Colonial, Lyman, and Winter Springs High 
Schools for their outstanding support and 
assistance at the event. 

Following an 8 a.m. breakfast served by 
Boys Town residents at the Casselberry Veterans 
Club the first bikes moved out around 9:45 and 
were on their way to their pick up points along the 
prescribed route. 

Cont. next page > . 
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"On the wiry" 
Stops were located at VFW # 8207 in 

Longwood; Fleet Reserve Branch l47 and 
American Legion Post 53 in Sanford; VFW Post 
5404 in Winter Springs, and back to Casselbeny 
where all enjoyed a nice lunch. 

There were vendors on hand, an auction, 
plus a silent auction, 50/50 drawing and 
entertainment and music by Randy. 

*** 

Worlritrg the desk at Casselberry Vets are Doris 
.Johnson (right) Cathy Alessantlri, and grumlJlJlughter 
Marinngella. (All photos courtesy Linda Mar tin) 

*** 

Chaplain's Reflection 
I had the privilege of leading the blessing for 
close to 50 bikers and drivers at our Poker 
Run. Before leaving, they then praised God in 
song, singing God Bless America. He had already 
taken care of the weather, giving us a rain-free day 
with lasting sunshine. 

I had volunteered to represent am chapter 
at VFW 5405, Winter Springs, in the aftemoon. If 
I was to gTeet the riders coming in on their bikes, 
they beat me to it soon as they came in the door, 
thanking us for the program and their being asked 
for their support. The next 
55 minutes were pure ente11ainment. The juke box 
played music that shook the bar and 
building. Bashfulness was not allowed. The men 
and women showed dance moves that had the 
place hopping. Friendship and good cheer swept 
the floor, my only contribution tapping to the beat 
and personal enjoyment. The floor show went on 
some 55 minutes, foll owed by a graceful exit and 
safe return of all the bikes back t Casselbeny. 

The Caretakers gave LIS quite a show and 
made the day a great success. A fine breakfast and 
a tasty pulled pork plate hmch had left no one 
hungry. Th n a frosted cake dessert the size of a 
table-top, which Bob Johnson called his birthday 
cake (age hard to believe!), topped the meal. A 
great day for a good cause - Wish more of our 
members had joined the festivities. You missed a 
good one. Thank you, Caregivers, M.E. 
(Motorcycle Club), Casselberry Veterans and 
Auxiliary. God had blessed the day. 
- Tom Cullerton, Chaplain VFW Chapter] 73 

*** 

Minutes of September 15 
(For review and approval on Oct. 20.) 

Commander Chuck Travers called the 
meeting to order at JJ: 26. TlVenty-four members 
and guests were in attendance. All officers and 
directors were present or accounted for. 
Commander Travers welcomed a1l members back 
f ollowing the Slimmer session. He also announced 
that r' Vice Cathy Alessandri was resigning her 
position on the board but ll'ould stay on IIntif the 
end of the y ear. 
Th e Commander welcomed back Pas' 
President Ed Posada and his wife, Urania.. to the 
meeting. He also welcomed back QM Ted 
Trousdale, recovering from injurie received in an 
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auto accident. Due to his injuries, Ted reported Chapter receives 
that he would be unable to attend board meetings, 

but would be able to make general membership donation from VFW 

meetings. Minutes of the May meeting were 
approved Treasurer Bob Johnson presented the 
financial report and reported that the Rose of 
Sharon fund-raiser on Labor Day at the Publix 
store on S441 produced $412. The report was 
approved He also reported on the fake veteran's 
organization, Veterans in Need Foundation which 
had been collecting money at several venues. 
The September 24 Po/(er Run beginning at the 
Casselberry Veterans Club was the major topiC of 
discussion, with the call for members to man the 
various points along the route a major need. 
Judge Advocate Charlie First (who is also 
president of the Department ofFlorida), reporled 
on the upcoming DoF council meeting, scheduled 
for the same day as the Poker Run). He reported 
that he (of course), John Stelling, and Bill Shibler 
will represent the chapter. Charlie also reported 
on the formation of a Color Guard The 
Commander also commended new transfer 
member John Guglich who has donated some 
great banners and announcement cards to be used 
by the chapter which he designed and produced. 
Following several other announcements and 
notices, Commander Travers introduced the guest 
speaker, S~eve Noble, of the Larry E. Smedly 
Chapter ofthe 
Marine Corps League who spoke about the 
Wreaths across America program held each 
December at Greenwood Cemetery in Orlando. 
Later, Commandant Noble presented the Chapter 
'with a Certificate ofAppreciation for the chapter's 
participation in the 2010 event. As a result of his 
presentation, Bob Johnson offered a motion that 
the chapter authorizes the purchase of four 
wreaths jar the 20 II event. It ·was unanimously 
approved. Commander Travers wrapped up 
the meeting by stating his concem over "chapter 
life" and emphazing the jact that "only a handful" 
do the work. He urged members to get involved 
and to participate more in chapter events. The 
meeting was adjourned a{ approx. 1.-05. -
Submilfed jor appr(JI'a/, 

*** 

Winter Springs Ladies 
The Ladies Auxiliary of VFW Post 5405 

in Winter Springs made a donation to the chapter 
last month. 

As Bob accepted the check the Auxiliary 
issued an invitation to Chapter 173 members to 
attend their Charity Cancer Benefit to be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 22, at 3:30 at VFW Post 5405, 310 
N. Edgemon St. in Winter Springs. Actually, it's a 
chili cook-off and aspiring chefs are invited to 
submit their offering. Entry fee is $10 and first 
and second place winners will receive 60 and 
40% respectfully of the fee . You can also taste 
all the entries and vote for the best. 

Bob also reported that there will also 
be Karaoke, gift baskets and cards for raffle 
and more. Red Neck Stemware will also be 
available for purchase. And best of all 
proceeds go to the Cancer Benefit. 

For further information about the 
Cancer Benefit Chili Cook-off, call Bob 
Johnson at 407 695-2648. 

*** 
... and an unexpected donation 
from Casselberry Vets 

At the end of the Poker Run event, 
Chapter 173 commander Chuck Travers 
received a surprise donation to the chapter. 

A stemware vase, containing $1 ,137 
was presented to Chuck by Casselbeny 
Veterans president. Jeny Ernst. The money 
was collected by Jeny and wife, Judy, who is 
vice president of the Casselbeny Veterans 
Auxiliary, and who collected the money for a 
donation to Chapter 173. 

The Ernst's head a corporation that 
makes the glass stem ware and they travel to 
various venues and locations to raise money 
for charitable events such as the chapter's 
poker run on September 24. 

*** 
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Commander's Message 


We fmally start back to our 
regular membership meetings. Starting a new year 
of a lot of th ing plann d. We just finished our 1st 

Annual Poker Run that was held on September 
24lh. Though it was not well attended, we did have 
a very successful day. We had 47 riders that went 
out and had a lot of fun. Everyone came back to 
Casselberry Veterans Club and enjoyed in the 
festivities that we planned. Lunch was out-of this
world. We had pulled pork, beans, and macaroni 
salad. 

We had a Chinese auction with over 40 
items, had five bidding auctions, two cooler 
raffles, and of course we raffled off the 43" TV. 
There was also music and dancing. All-in-all we 
had a successful event and look f01ward to doing 
another one next year. Without the Casselberry 
Veterans and the Caretakers Organization we 
woul d have fallen on am tails. My hat goes off to 
each and evelY one of them for giving thei.r all for 
US. There was a couple that took it upon 
themselves and made "Redneck Glasses" and sold 
them. All funds taken in fi'om the sale of the 
glasses was donated to our Chapter. When you 
see these two organizations, say "THANKS" for 
all their work. 

Coming up in November, we have a 
fundraiser at the Public on SR 434 near Maitland 
Blvd. The date is Nov 12lh and 13 th from 10-2 
PM. We need your help. In December we will 
have our annual Christmas Party in place of the 
General Membership Meeting. It will be held at 
the VFW Post 2093 . Remember too, we are 
asking for nominations for our Board of Directors. 
In closing, I want to say that 1 am proud of this 
Chapter and will do anything for its survival and 
existence. Hope everyone feels the same and will 
start stepping up (0 the plate. 

-Yours .in cotm adeship, 
Charles "Chuck" Travers 

*** 

TED TROUSDALE named 
Veteran 0 the Year 
Bob Johnson se'ected for 
Lifetime Achievement Award 

In a move by the Executive Board on Oct. 
6 Robert "Bob" Johnson was named as the 
r~cipient of the Lifetime Merit Achievement 
Award and Ted Trousdale named 2011
20 112Chapter Veteran of the Year. 

Bob Johnson 
There is no question, as board members 

commented that Bob Jolrnson unquestionably is 
deserving of the Lifetime Achievement Award. 
A two-time veteran of Korea and V ietnam, Bob 
has been the backbone and driving force behind 
the chapter and as treasurer, has kept it afloat 
financially. Even in the worst of times, Bob has 
come up with the answer. The Poker Run is an 
example. Of course Bob has received much 
support and assistance from his lovely wife, Doris. 

Ted, a Navy vet who served aboard a 
submarine in the dangerous waters off the coast of 
North Korea, joined Chapter 173 as a Regular 
Member and holds a dual membership with 
Chapter 210 in Brevard County. In addition to 
serving as the chapter Quartermaster, Ted has been 
the primary representati e of 173 with other 
organizations and has always represented the 
chapter in the highest militruy manner and decor. 
He is also well recognized by other Korean War 
veterans nationwide. Ted receives room and 
expenses to the Annual KWV A Depru1ment of 
Florida KWVA Convention in may 2012. 

Bob and Ted reflect great credit upon 
themselves and represent the true spirit of the 
Korean War veteran and as such are duly 
recognized and honored. 

*** 
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A Commenta 

Korea is still 
the longest war 
Despite what some TV "talking heads" and others 
in the media continue to refer to the war in 
Afghanistan as the nation ' s longest war, they still 
overlook the fact that Korea still remains the 
longest war in our history. Remember the DMZ 
War that followed the ceasefrre? It continued long 
aftelwards along the demil itarized zone into the 
60's and 70's with some 1,000 deaths reported 
over that period. 

I quote from an article that appeared 
recentJy in the Branson (Mo.) Bugle, marking the 
61 51 anniversary of the Korean War by the Harry S. 
Truman Chapter 135 of Branson: 

"Although a cease fire was reached on July 
27, 1953, no treaty between the U.S.-led United 
Nations Command and the Communist forces of 
North Korea and China has ever been signed," 
noted Joe Bryan t, president of the Branson
Hollister Korean War Veterans Association 
chapter. 

"Officially," he continued, "201 J is the 
61st year of what is often called "The Forgotten 

Along the DMZ today 
In my recent book, Combat Boots, I 

include a section on the DMZ War and reported 
that "when American troops were pulled off the 
DMZ in 1991, 38 years after the ceasefire, there 
bad been approximately 1,300 Americans killed 
along the DMZ and the air above it, and hundreds 
more wounded and injured. And th is does not 
include the ROK casualty rate." 

The Deprutmenl of A nny fi nal ly 
recognized the combat actions in Korea by 
authorizing the coveted elB and Medic Badge to 
selected troops. As one "Z" vel put it in my book, 
"you' l1 get your CIB when you get your Purple 
Heart ." - Bill Russell 

In brief... 

... Korean war vets are urged to support the Cold 
War Service Medal Act. .. so contact your senator 
(Senate Bill 204) or representative (House Bill 
1968) and give your support for this medal. 
Eligibility for this award includes all who served 
at least 24 mos. during the Cold War peliod (Sept. 
2, 1945-Dec.. 26, 1991) and that's all of 
us ... Veterans Day (H /H /11) is coming up soon 
and a reminder that although there wjll be a 
ceremony at Veterans Park there will be NO 
PARADE. Program starts at 11 a.m. .• Chal)ter 173 
supports the Wounded Wanior Project with a 
donation . .. Su. of Vetea-ans Affairs EI;k 
Shinseki has announced an additional $10 million 
in grants to community groups that provide 
assistance to homeless vets. The grants will also 
greatly benefit homeless women veterans, 
including women with children, elderly women, or 
those who may be tenninaHy ill ... 
Past P resident Ed Posada will take over the l SI 

Vice position and complete the term for Cathy 
Alessandri, who is resigning the position effective 
January 1, 2012 ... C hapter 173 is fonning its own 
Honor/Color Guard. Anyone 
Interested should get in touch with Charlie First 
So far he ' s lined up Maxine Parker, a transfer fiom 
188, Bill Shibler, John Stelling, Chuck Travers, 
and John Randall. It will be outfitted with lifles, 
and other necessary items ... The Korean War 
Memorial in Washington is an awesome tribute to 
Korean War veterans . Now, there is a move on to 
erect a remembrance wall at tJle memorial, similar 
to the Vietnam Wall , with the names of Americans 
killed in the war. Legislation has been proposed by 
Rep. Ralph Hall (R-Texas) to erect the wall but the 
Department of the Interior is opposing it, pointing 
out issues concerning names on the wall. Hall's 
legislation enjoys bi-partisan upport in the House 
for approval. 

"'** 
The Morning Calm 


Publjshed monthly by Chap. 173, Mid-FI Korean 

War Veterans Assoc. 

Editor: Bill Russell 


Production: Bob Johnson 
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OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS FOR: MID FLORIDA KOREAN WAR VETERANS is: 

CHAPTER # 173, Charles "Chuck" Travers,Gommander, PO Box 160505, Altamonte Springs FL 32716-0505, 
Phone 407252-7447 (home) gunship442@aol.com or CRTravers@yahoo.com 

1. OUR NEXT EVENT WI LL BE HELD THURSDAY OCTOBER 20th 2011 at VFW POST 2093 MEETING HALL, 
1100 AM, 4444 EDGEWATER DRIVE Orlando, FL Bring a Fellow Non-member, Korean War Veteran, 

or anyone else you choose. Please be there and support your chapterl 

ADVERTISERS AND BOOSTERS 

MSGT Gilbert M. Berg ® Dedicated to Rangers, Past, 

Present and Future (Exp 12/ 2012) 

Vic Haas, USAF (Retired) 20 th Air Force (Exp 1/12) 

Ronald T York, Tank Co., 5 th Regimental Combat Team, 

Punchbowl, Korea, April '52 - Jan '53 (Expires 12/11) 

===================================== 
Robert D Johnson, E Co. 5th Cavalry Regiment, 1't Cavalry 

Division, DEC 2, 1952  DEC 15 1953 

33rd Infantry Regimental Combat Team & JWTC Panama 

Mar 20, 1954 - Jan 311958 

HQ 21st Direct Support Group Camp Red Cloud, Korea 

January 69 - December 1969 (Expires 04-12) 

Thomas Horas, Co. C - 8 th Combat Engineers Battalion 

Korea 1950 (Expires 11/1/2011 

1/2011)+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

TED TROUSDALE US Navy Submariners (Expires 3/2012) 
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Central Property Management 
Independently Owned and Operated 

Marilyn C. Campbell 
President / Broker 

860 North State Road 434 #1009 

Altamonte Springs FL 32714-7066 

Office: (407) 862-2250 ext 2520 

Let me list for you ond my Finder's FEE goes to KWVA 

Chapter 173 

VFW POST 2093 
"The Action Post on the Lake" 

Suzy Spivey, Marketing Director 
4444 Edgewater Drive, Orlando FL 32804-1216 

407 296-2502 or 407 399-3960 Cell 

Banquet Facilities, outdoor Pavilion, Lakesi de BBQ Pit 
and Picnic area available 

Bill King Sr COMBAT MEDIC 

2ND BN 19TH REGT 24TH INF DIV KOREA 

JULY 26 1950 - MARCH 20, 1951 

Bill Russell "Korean War Historian" (Exp 1/2011) 

R. D. "Jack" Miller, 187 th Airborne Regimental Combat 

Team Korea, 5th Special Forces Group Vietnam, 

11th Airborne Division, 82nd Airborne Division Association) 
(Exp 11/2011) 

Department of Florida 2015 SW 75th St. , Gainesville FL 

32607 Exl' I!}Ol2 

Transportati on Coordinatol' Orlando VA Health Care Center 
5201 Raymond St., Orlando FL 32803 

Phone: (407) 629-1599 Ext: 1968 
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Charles RTravers, 
President KWVA Ch 173 


POBOX 160505 
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32716-0505 
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In the spotlight 

Kids In Support of Soldiers.com is the website for all of the information about a group of 
young Children who lost a friend in Iraq. Read their story and you will know why we heavily 
sup port their efforts in bringing "a piece of home" to the soldiers "In Harms Way." In 
November, they will be making the Christmas mailing for these members of the Armed 
Forces. They expect to spend about $1600 to do this! Our donation will help our Troops. 

Boys Town of Central Florida . Everyone knows about Father Flanagan, but do you know 
about this group? They are on their own to raise funds for their budget and part of operating 
expenses. Their Staff supported us with over one third of the baskets and raffle prizes plus 
donated items for the live auction during the Poker run. To get the event started off on the 
right foot they were ready to serve breakfast when the 8 o'clock bells struck. The famil y then 
cleaned up the kitchen for the next meal, noon lunch . 

The Caretakers and Casselberry Veterans and Auxiliary set up the Poker Run 
and manned the stations at each Poker Run stop, sold raffle tickets, and generally helped 
where help was required. 

Mostly they gave re lief to we Korean Veterans who were not physically able to do the 
job . (See picture of Bob Johnson page 4 ) . Many Thanks to all of them, Bob Johnson 

http:Soldiers.com

